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ONE OWF (OUTDOOR WOOD 

FURNACE) ALSO KNOWN AS 

OWB (OUTDOOR WOOD 

BOILER) PRODUCES 1800X ,  AND 

ONE WOOD STOVE CAN PRODUCE 

400X THE PARTICULATES OF ONE 

RESIDENTIAL NATURAL GAS 

FURNACE . 

Don’t burn wood, period.  Don’t burn 
wood in an Outdoor Wood Boiler or an 
indoor wood stove.  You can make a dif-
ference today by stopping burning wood.  
Particulates from wood burning 
cause heart attacks, stroke, cardio-
vascular disease, COPD, pulmonary 
disease, lung cancer, asthma and 
cataracts.  Burning wood produces more 
particulates and as much CO2 as coal 
burning.  Particulates (Black Carbon, soot) 
are the second leading cause of climate 
change.  Stopping particulate production is 
the quickest way to slow climate change.  
Better insulation and a natural gas furnace  
is a bridge to the cleaner residential and 
hot water heating sources of geothermal, 
solar and wind.  Don t wait for a Particu-
late Alert in your area to stop burning  
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RAWSEP 

Connnecticut  
Municipalities 

which have passed 
Outdoor Wood 

Furnace (OWF )
( AKA OWB) bans 

 
Cheshire,  Granby, 

Haddam,  
Hamden, Hebron, 

Norfolk,  
North Haven,  

Portland, 
Ridgefield,  South 
Windsor, Tolland, 
West Hartford and 

Woodbridge.   



Outdoor Wood Boilers are designed to 
smolder.  The main 
benefit of Outdoor 
Wood Boilers to 
their owners is that 
they shunt wood 
smoke from the 
owner’s property 
onto their neigh-
bor’s property. 
Temperature in-
versions drive 
smoke low to the 
ground.  Wood 
smoke can seep 

through sealed windows and closed doors.  
Neighbors of OWB owners wake in the 
middle of the night unable to breathe.  
Wood smoke causes heart attacks, 
stroke, cardiovascular disease, 
COPD, pulmonary disease, lung can-
cer, asthma and cataracts.   

The American Lung Association says about 
wood smoke: WHEN YOU CAN’T 
BREATHE,  NOTHING ELSE MATTERS. 

Help us work toward Connecticut 
statewide Outdoor Wood Boiler   
regulations  like those in Washington 
State, New Jersey and Pennsylvania; and 
those pending in Indiana, New York, Ohio 
and Rhode Island.   

A pending wood stove ordinance in Fair-
banks, Alaska is also a model for our group. 

Caption describing pic-
ture or graphic. 

THIS COULD 

HAPPEN TO YOU 
 

 

 

Email RAWSEP  Residents Against Wood 
Smoke Emission Particulates at     
rawsep@live.com   
Visit  http://rawsep.wordpress.com 

 

Note: Connecticut uses the term Outdoor 
Wood Furnace (OWF) for Outdoor Wood 
Boilers.  The Connecticut Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (CT DEP)  
has wonderful materials on their website ex-
plaining the dangers of OWFs and  
how polluting they are to the air and the envi-
ronment  Local environmental  
activists are working with local municipal boards 
to help protect people  

 

CT now has 13 towns that have banned OWFs.   
Those towns are: Cheshire,  Granby, Haddam, 
Hamden, Hebron, Norfolk, North Haven, Port-
land, Ridgefield,  South Windsor, Tolland, 
West Hartford and Woodbridge.  As activists  
researched what the Federal Government was 
doing to protect people -  to our amazement we 
found that the Federal Government is actually 
giving  a $1,500 rebate on these dangerous 
wood burning appliances.  Write to the EPA 
to ask that at the very least - could the Federal 
Government stop subsidizing outdoor wood 
furnaces.  This subsidy is only making our job of 
protecting people's health, air and the environ-
ment more difficult.  
When an OWF is installed near a  
neighbor's home, it causes the  
neighbor and their family members  
to get really sick. As well it causes  
the  neighbor to lose the property  
value of their home - as no one will buy it. 

 

Email your  local health dept.  
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