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Welcome! 

We hope that this newsletter will give you the information and inspiration 

you need. Regain clean air to breathe and eliminate the wood burning that 

is affecting your health and your home environment. 

Please pass this issue on to others in need of help and suggest that they 

send an email to s.brandie@hotmail.com to be added to the mailing list. 

   

 

                                    Volume 4, Issue 3 
                                  March, 2012 

 

                     Editor :  Shirley Brandie  

                    Co-Editor: Julie Mellum 

 

 

Mission Statement 
 

Our mission is to educate public officials, government and all    
citizens about wood smoke as a major form of hazardous air 
pollution that affects our health, use of our property, water, 
crops, livestock, the environment and climate change. We 
urge citizens everywhere to press for legislative changes to 
call wood smoke a public nuisance under state health codes.” 

  
 

   
 

 
   

 
 

Fighting Wood Smoke 
Pollution from the 

Grassroots to Government 
Level 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
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EPA Needs to Hear From You About Proposed Residential Wood 

Heater Standards (NSPS) 

 

EPA is actively seeking public comment on its draft proposed New Source Performance 

Standards (NSPS) for residential wood heaters (wood stoves, wood boilers). 

If you're suffering from smoke from your neighbor's wood-burning device, this is your 

chance to have your voice heard and have an impact on the final language of this federal 

law before it goes on public notice sometime this year.   

EPA presented a public Webinar on February 9, 2012, that gave an overview of the key 

elements of the proposed NSPS updates.  The presentation is available on EPA's Web site 

at: http://www.epa.gov/burnwise/resources.html#presentations  

The NSPS is the only federal law that specifically regulates residential wood stoves and 

other solid-fuel burning devices.  The new NSPS draft is the first update of this 1988 law.  

Under the Clean Air Act, EPA was supposed to update the NSPS every eight years, but 

failed to do so.  As a consequence, Outdoor and Indoor Wood Boilers (OWB/IWB) were 

allowed to be sold unregulated, since they are exempt from the current NSPS.  

The proposed updated NSPS only applies to new residential wood heaters. However, 

federal standards make it easier and more likely for states to regulate both new and 

existing wood heaters.  Refer to the 2005 petition by six northeastern states attorneys 

general asking EPA to update existing standards for wood heaters  (see: 

http://www.vtwoodsmoke.org/pdf/NYS-EPA8-05.pdf ) 

We want the regulations to be as strict as possible; preferably to Washington State 

Standards (See: 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/indoor_woodsmoke/wood_smoke_page.htm#Washi

ngtons_wood_stove_requirements ).  Note that Phase II OWBs do not meet these 

standards and are not allowed in Washington state (see: 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/outdoor_woodsmoke/wood_Boilers.htm ). 

Recent litigation may help support our call for stricter emissions requirements for 

Outdoor and Indoor Wood Boilers and other noxious wood heaters.  Eleven states 

recently sued EPA over its delay in lowering the NAAQS for PM2.5 (soot).  See: 

http://www.ag.ny.gov/media_center/2012/feb/feb10a_12.html  and 

http://www.ag.ny.gov/media_center/2012/feb/NY%20v%20EPA%20Complaint%20(2-

10-12).pdf  and a summary at: http://knowledgecenter.csg.org/drupal/content/11-states-

sue-epa-over-delay-new-soot-rules  

 

http://www.epa.gov/burnwise/resources.html#presentations
http://www.vtwoodsmoke.org/pdf/NYS-EPA8-05.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/indoor_woodsmoke/wood_smoke_page.htm#Washingtons_wood_stove_requirements
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/indoor_woodsmoke/wood_smoke_page.htm#Washingtons_wood_stove_requirements
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/outdoor_woodsmoke/wood_Boilers.htm
http://www.ag.ny.gov/media_center/2012/feb/feb10a_12.html
http://www.ag.ny.gov/media_center/2012/feb/NY%20v%20EPA%20Complaint%20(2-10-12).pdf
http://www.ag.ny.gov/media_center/2012/feb/NY%20v%20EPA%20Complaint%20(2-10-12).pdf
http://knowledgecenter.csg.org/drupal/content/11-states-sue-epa-over-delay-new-soot-rules
http://knowledgecenter.csg.org/drupal/content/11-states-sue-epa-over-delay-new-soot-rules
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Why does this matter?  It's all about the NAAQS.  EPA should not allow any residential 

wood heater to emit PM2.5 and other air toxins at levels higher than what's allowed in the 

NAAQS.  Right now, that's 35 ug/m3 over a 24-hour period and 15 ug/m3 annually (see: 

http://www.epa.gov/air/criteria.html ).  States want that standard lowered to at least 15 

ug/m3 over a 24-hour period. So, a lower NAAQS for PM2.5 could force EPA to lower 

the emissions levels allowed in the NSPS.  

Regulations can get complicated and overwhelming, so refer to page 11 of EPA's 

Webinar presentation for the key points, and the proposed emissions summary on page 

20: http://www.epa.gov/burnwise/pdfs/20120209NSPSpresentation.pdf  

This is our opportunity to comment on proposed federal rules for all residential wood 

heaters!  We were excluded from the process that created EPA's Voluntary OWHH 

Program, and that program has failed to protect public health. In case you're wondering 

what a claimed "90% reduction" looks like, here are photos of smoke from my neighbor's 

Phase II qualified OWB.  He follows EPA's "burnwise" guidance and burns seasoned, 

dried hardwood that's stored in a shed, and this OWB beast still smokes for hours every 

day: 

  

 

http://www.epa.gov/air/criteria.html
http://www.epa.gov/burnwise/pdfs/20120209NSPSpresentation.pdf
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Please consider sending EPA your comments on the proposed NSPS.  If the details are 

too much, here’s a simple form letter to get your started: 

Dear EPA: 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft proposed New Source 

Performance Standards (NSPS) for residential wood heaters.   

As a citizen affected by the smoke from my neighbor's wood burning device. I 

want the NSPS to be as strict as possible.  No one should have their health 

destroyed by wood smoke emissions. 

The NSPS must ensure that no residential wood burning device produces 

emissions that exceed the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for 

PM2.5, Carbon Monoxide and other air toxins.  The NSPS must ensure that my 

neighbor's wood stove/boiler does not produce smoke that crosses onto my 

property line and into my home. 

Please send your comments to Gil Wood at wood.gil@epa.gov  .  And be sure to ask 

your state chapter of the American Lung Association to send comments to EPA on the 

proposed NSPS changes!  Find them at: http://www.lung.org/get-involved/in-your-

community/  

Most of us may view EPA as the cause of our problems because they have failed to 

enforce and comply with the law.  However, in this case, EPA needs our comments to 

support stricter NSPS emission limits.  Don't let industry write the standards! 

mailto:wood.gil@epa.gov
http://www.lung.org/get-involved/in-your-community/
http://www.lung.org/get-involved/in-your-community/
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Suggested Proposed Standards: 

- PM2.5 emission standards for OWBs/IWBs need to be the same as Washington state 

wood stove standards (4.5 g/hr) 

- Nuisance standards; enforceable, such as those used in Maine 

- CO emission standards to prevent immediate public health threat 

- OWHH Method 28 is flawed. Recommend European test standards 

- No dampers allowed on OWBs/IWBs 

- Adopt best available technologies from Europe 

- Require auxiliary water/heat storage 

- Operator variables cannot cause excessive emissions; that is the result of poor design 

- Require stack retrofits on Phase II and older OWBs/IWBs to eliminate visible emissions 
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Newsworthy Links 

 
 Why voluntary wood burning restrictions are not working in Davis 
 

Excerpt: taking long walks on winter evenings know well, there are parts of 

Davis in which an acrid odor of wood smoke is almost continuously present 

during calm winter nights - even on those nights in which voluntary wood 

burning restrictions have been called. 

______________________________________________ 

 

Be a good neighbor and burn with care 

 

Excerpt: Most of us wouldn't toss our garbage over the back fence into our 

neighbor's yard, so why do so many of us feel it is all right to pollute our 

neighborhoods with wood smoke? 

______________________________________________ 

 

Yikes! Marin Residents Burn Wood Despite Spare the Air Days 

 

Excerpt: It was stinky, chemical-smelling, smoke. The stuff of potential 

migraines for those who tend toward headaches 

______________________________________________ 

 

Healthy begins here  

 

Excerpt: Based on health concerns, the American Lung Association issued a 

warning against wood burning and urged people to seek out cleaner 

alternatives for heating their homes. 

_______________________________________________ 

 

 

The problem with outdoor wood-fired boilers 

 

Summary: A great pdf that shows why OWB owners have been fooled into 

thinking they made a good choice when they purchased an OWB. 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

http://davisvanguard.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4975:why-voluntary-wood-burning-restrictions-are-not-working-in-davis&catid=53:land-useopen-space&Itemid=86
http://www.chicoer.com/opinion/ci_19670962
http://www.chasingcleanair.com/chasing_clean_air/2011/12/many-marin-residents-burn-wood-despite-spare-the-air-days.html?cid=6a00d8345305a169e2015438cf3692970c
http://blogs.webmd.com/health-ehome/2012/01/building-a-safer-fire.html
http://www.lungusa.org/press-room/press-releases/cleaner-alternatives-for-winter-heat.html
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Outdoor_Wood-fired_Boilers_executive_summary.pdf
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Please note:  
 

I have decided to merge the CoaltionAgainstWoodBurning site with 
my own site to save, not only money, but repetition of information. 
http://woodburnersmoke.net  
 
All countries that had their own pages there will have their own 
pages now on my site. 
 
I hope to add more countries to the site so if you know of anyone in 
another country who needs help and wants to have their country 
listed please have them get in touch with me at: 
s.brandie@hotmail.com  
 
I also would welcome some letters from you, telling your own story 
of how wood smoke has affected your health and your lifestyle. 
Photos may be included if you like. They help to show the 
conditions you are forced to live with. 
 
As you know, I have a ‘Bozo of the month’ in my newsletter. Please 
don’t hesitate to nominate your town and give the reasons why you 
think they deserve to be the Bozo. Your name need not be 
published. 
 
The newsletters will continue to be sent out by email and also listed 
on my site. 
 

  

 

Shirley 
 

 
 
 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
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Kindness and Mercy 

"I’m just going to step out for a breath of fresh air"—are you indeed? It’s a 
lovely thought. Anyone reading this newsletter understands my point. No 
explanation needed, either for the victims of smoke intrusion or for those 
causing it. And make no mistake, this newsletter is read by the latter from 
time to time. It is to these that I now write.  

When you are burning and cranking out acrid smoke, you have a form of 
power over those downwind of you. You can influence the very air they 
breathe, even inside their own home. You can cause them to have an 
asthma attack; you can harm their respiratory and circulatory health at will. 
You can expose them to carcinogens. You can control when and if they 
venture outside, and whether they enjoy their home. Since you know when 
and if you will burn on a given day, and they don’t, you have the power to 
force them to pay attention to you, to keep them on their toes, as it were. 
That’s an incredible amount of control to wield over another human being.  

How do you respond to a neighbor who tells you that your smoke is causing 
them problems and making them miserable? How a person behaves when 
someone is at their mercy defines who they are. It is a very pure, simple, 
and accurate measuring stick.  

I would ask you to show kindness and mercy toward the people who are 
being affected by your smoke. I truly do ask you that. Please, stop. Thank 
you.  

Ramona 
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Are you going to pay? 
 

A letter in the Prince George Citizen ended its support for wood stoves with 

“If someone was to knock on my door and ask me to put out my wood stove, 

my response would be this: Are you going to pay my heating bills?” 

How about asking wood-burners to pay the bills for asthma medicine? How 

about paying the funeral costs for about 5 people every year in Prince 

George who die because of wood smoke? How about paying for all the 

people who will not move here because of the bad air? 

Are the wood-burners going to also ask me to pay for their truck and fuel to 

get the wood? Do I pay for the saws, fine wood stoves, splitters, sheds and 

gloves? 

I am NOT going to pay your heating bills. I converted to natural gas and 

now pay for it so that my neighbours can have healthy air to breathe. Yes it 

costs me to care about my neighbours. Wood burners should do likewise, 

and care more about those who have to breathe in their smoke. 

 

Article by: Vic Steblin – BSc Honours Math. MA MATH Education from 

UBC - Retired 
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What about our Children and Air Pollution? 

By Linda Baker Beaudin  -  Air Is Precious 

What about our Children and air pollution? That is a question that every parent should be 

gravely concerned about as they head back into the school year. Air pollution has an 

immediate and long term negative effect on the health and well-being of our children. 

Exposure to fine particulate matter, (PM2.5) found in Woodsmoke emissions is a leading 

contributor to serious health problems such as Asthma, respiratory, COPD and other 

Woodsmoke-related health illnesses. Woodsmoke is an immediate threat in our 

communities. Woodsmoke is a potent, deadly attacker of our child’s breath and health. 

Before a child leaves their home for school, they are breathing a host of toxic, life 

threatening cancer causing chemicals that are found in Woodsmoke from the 

Woodburning devices that burn in your area. It is time to become informed about the 

grave and toxic danger of Woodsmoke pollution. The baby, infant, toddler and older 

child are more at risk from early exposure to the dire effects of breathing fine particulate 

matter such as Woodsmoke, due to their still underdeveloped respiratory system and their 

rapid breathing which introduces more toxins into their bodies as compared to adults. The 

Surgeon General, Regina Benjamin, of the U.S.A states that there is no safe amount of 

smoke to breath. 

We wisely protect our children from the grave health effects of Tobacco smoke yet 

Woodsmoke is even worse for our children than Tobacco smoke and contains even more 

deadly toxins to harm them. Our children are not being protected in their residential 

neighbourhoods from Woodsmoke Pollution, a fact which is misunderstood and 

neglected by many community leaders. 

That smoke stack, chimney, Woodburning fireplace, Woodburning stove, Pellet stove, 

outdoor fire pit, and all Woodburning devices are dispersing deadly toxins into our 

homes, our lungs and destroying our immediate health and the future health of our 

children.  

Back to school protection comes in the form of education and awareness. As responsible 

citizens, loving parents and caring community leaders, we must arm ourselves with the 

scientific statistics, medical data and environmental knowledge that residential 

Woodburning is taking away our children’s health today and our children’s tomorrow. A 

healthy future may not exist if we do not speak up and demand that residential 

Woodburning stop!! It must stop before it is too late. 

Everyone suffers from Residential Woodburning and the toxic emissions that pollute our 

community air! Make today the day you say to your Mayor, city council members and all 

community leaders….What about our children and Woodsmoke pollution?  

Stop community Woodburning today so our children will be guaranteed a healthy future! 

mailto:airisprecious@gmail.com
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Letter received by email 

(Personal information removed) 

 

 
Dear Councilman (XXXXXXXX), 

 

In response to our discussion at the council meeting, we brought to your attention our 

concern regarding the excessive use of our neighbour’s wood burning device. We hope 

that the information provided in this letter is used to shed light on the on-going problem 

regarding wood burning smoke in your municipality. 

  

In 2009, there were 29 smog alert warnings on the island of Montreal – the most of any 

year on record. An estimate in 2000 by the Montreal Public Health Department put the 

number of households with fireplaces or wood stoves on the island at 100,000. The study 

noted that pollution from fireplaces and wood-burning stoves was worse in six areas, 

including Pierrefonds and Dollard des Ormeaux. Cigarette smoke has been dealt with and 

yet wood smoke, which is far more dangerous, remains in our air with little that can be 

done without the help of our municipalities.  
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There is no excuse to continue to burn wood as one’s primary source of heat when many 

more environmentally-friendly alternatives are available such as electric, natural gas, oil 

and geo-thermal heat.  

 

Based on personal experience, I can tell you that wood smoke creates a smell that stays 

on your clothes, your hair and on your pet when you want to take them for a walk. The 

health effects that my family has had to endure include symptoms such as dry throat, 

coughing, irritation of the eyes, irritation of the nose and headaches. 

 

Wood smoke can’t be kept out of one’s home. The particulate matter is so tiny that it can 

manage to get through windows, doors, and ventilation systems. There is plenty of 

evidence to support that replacing existing windows with newer windows will do nothing 

to help change the issue of wood smoke entering one’s home. No resident should have to 

beg to have fresh air to breath inside their home. 

 

The neighbour in question who is smoking wood has continued to use wood heating as 

their primary source of heat from the months of September-April. My family has made 

formal complaints to public security officials and the urban planner of the municipality. 

The public security officials were unaware of what they could do to help with the 

complaint and said that they would take down the complaint but couldn’t do anything to 

help since there is no official by-law concerning wood smoke. We have spoken to the 

urban planner who has discussed the by-laws with us and mentioned the use of no-burn 

days in the municipality. The urban planner met with our neighbour and discussed the by-

laws and the issue of no-burn days with our neighbour. As soon as the urban planner left, 

the wood burning continued the very next day. Furthermore, we have made several 

complaints on smog alert days to the urban planner of the municipality and have seen no 

direct action taken. The urban planner’s response has been that it would take several 

visits on his behalf before any official fine or action can be taken for wood burning. 

   

Our neighbour will continue to do this to us and others as long as he knows that he can 

get away with it. As long as he abuses the system without getting caught; he will continue 

to do so. Another issue is that the individuals who are causing the nuisance don’t want to 

be told that they are causing a disturbance. They become defensive and belligerent and 

show it by increasing their smoke load. 

  

Many other individuals who have dealt with the same issue have recommended that we 

ask the municipality to look into whether the wood burning stove meets regulatory 

requirements but we have seen several instances where neighbours have managed to get 

the municipality to do this only to find out that it did meet regulatory standards and that 

the city couldn’t stop the individual from using their wood burning device. 

 

Most municipalities are undecided about how to handle wood smoke and keep everyone 

happy. It’s the burners that continue to abuse their neighbours with smoke. This has 

spoiled all of their enjoyment of their own home and property and often has made them 

sick.  
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There are many people currently dealing with wood burners that won’t stop their burning 

until they are taken to court. This is a lengthy and expensive procedure that further 

punishes the innocent victim of the wood smoke who has been suffering for some time 

already with the loss of the enjoyment of their property and the health effects of the 

smoke that filters into their home.  

 

Recently, there have been published news articles that might lead one to believe that 

wood burning is safe. This is simply hype by a manufacturing industry that wants to 

persuade the public into purchasing newer wood smoking devices and getting them to 

believe that these newer “Greener” models are much better for the environment and safer 

than traditional wood smoking devices. Some mayors recommend that EPA 2 wood 

stoves be used. There is little evidence to suggest that these newer models (which many 

municipalities are trying to transition to) are any safer than the previous wood smoking 

devices that are currently being used by homeowners right now. 

  

  

Wood burning appliances are not like most other heating systems because the quality of 

the outcome is so much in the hands of the user. People who don’t care about the impacts 

of their actions on neighbours and are content to remain ignorant of how to burn wood 

effectively will make a lot of smoke, regardless of the emissions rating of the appliance 

they choose. There is no such thing as “good smoke”. You can’t escape the wood smoke 

that makes its way into your home through ventilation systems and small spaces in 

between doors and windows. No air cleaner will help to improve the air and make it safer 

for you to breathe. 

  

It’s unrealistic to believe that all wood smoking devices will be banned in the near future. 

Many municipalities are offering switch out programs that range from 5-7 years to either 

permanently ban wood stoves or replace them with newer EPA2 certified stoves. 5-7 

years of wood burning smoke for a program that shows little evidence of improvement 

over the previous devices is hard to imagine. In addition, there is a by-law that bans 

outdoor smokers in the summertime in your municipality so why is there no by-law for 

indoor wood smoking devices? I don’t see how two devices which are similar in nature 

can have two distinct regulations or lack thereof depending on what time of the year it is 

when they both present the same dangers to one’s own personal health. There are several 

individuals who believe that they are saving money by using EPA certified wood burning 

stoves and who believe that they are burning their wood safely and don’t want to see their 

personal freedoms taken away by an abusive municipality who they believe are 

overstepping their boundaries when it comes to legislation. There are many individuals 

who use their fireplace or wood burning stove sparingly and don’t want to see them 

banned because of a small minority who abuse their wood burning stove on a consistent 

basis. 

  

There must be an effective way to enforce a complaint when it’s called in for neighbours 

who are being subjected to the smoke from residential wood burning. I believe that a 

public nuisance by-law regarding wood burning smoke is an effective law to stop 

individuals from abusing their wood burning stoves.  



 

15  

There are by-laws in place that limit noise such as loud music or dogs barking and a limit 

on wood smoke wouldn’t be any different. This would allow individuals who wish to 

continue to use their wood burning devices to do so but would prevent individuals from 

using their wood burning devices as a primary source of heat. A person’s right to burn 

wood should stop when it interferes with another’s right to breathe clean air on their 

property. 

 

My suggestion is that the first complaint be dealt with by a warning, the second 

complaint by a fine and each successive complaint receives an escalating fine. This 

would put the onus on the burner to either burn properly (keeping the noxious smoke 

from invading surrounding neighbours) or find that wood burning is too expensive to 

continue. 

 

With strict enforcement of a bylaw such as this, it would be a very inexpensive way for 

municipalities to spare the air for their residents and show that they understand that 

residents need to be protected from smoke invasion in their homes and properties. 

 

Thank You, 

XXXXXXXX 

The Ontario Municipal Act, 2001 authorizes municipalities to pass by-laws 
regarding the economic, social and environmental well-being of the 
municipality, health and safety of the residents and protection of people as 
well as properties including activities that could cause public nuisance. 

Section 125 of the Act provides that a municipality may regulate heating 
and cooking appliances. 26  Such appliances may include outdoor boilers and 
chimneys as well as indoor wood stoves, fireplaces and chimneys. A local 
municipality may regulate a) the use and installation of heating and cooking 
appliances, and b) the storage of fuel for use in heating and cooking 
appliances, etc. In addition, a municipality has the power to enter on land 
at any reasonable time for the purpose of carrying out an inspection to 
determine whether or not by-laws or orders are being complied with. 
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Port Alberni, Vancouver Island, B. C. 
 

A number of options are listed below from a report compiled due to 

wood smoke complaints. My comments are interspersed in red. 

 
OPTIONS: 

A number of options are presented below for Council’s consideration. These options 

provide Council with a range of responses to the request for action. 

Option One: Take No Action 

The City is not obliged to take action on controlling the use of woodstoves. In fact, the 

City currently exceeds its obligation by providing inspections of woodstove installations, 

taking an active role with the Air Quality Council and supporting recent woodstove 

exchange programs. Sounds to me that they do not care or want to be bothered. 

This option does not create new costs to the City. What about the cost to the residents for 

health care? 

 

Option Two: Education/Voluntary Response 

The City could increase our commitment to supporting the reduction of nuisance 

woodstove generated smoke through increased public education initiatives and 

facilitating a voluntary cessation of woodstove use during periods of poor atmospheric 

venting. This option includes three initiatives; 

a) Encourage Voluntary Burning Ban During Periods of Poor Atmospheric Venting or 

Poor Air Quality Voluntary??? Good luck with that. Never heard of such a lame option!!! 

The use of woodstoves during periods of poor atmospheric venting (temperature 

inversions) is detrimental to air quality. The City could encourage a voluntary cessation 

of woodstove use during periods of poor atmospheric venting and/or poor air quality. 

This would require that the City partner with the Ministry of Environment to facilitate 

timely notification of current and forecasted atmospheric venting index. 

This option relies upon voluntary compliance. There would be no enforcement by the 

City. 

Costs of this initiative are estimated to be minimal. 

 

b) Increase Provision of Woodstove Education 

The City could increase its role in providing education regarding the efficient and clean 

use of woodstoves. Education could include seminars, web based information, offers of 

training where complaints are received. 

Costs of this initiative are estimated at $2,000 annually (staff time and training). 

c) Mail Out Resulting From Complaints 

The City could respond to complaints of nuisance wood smoke by mailing educational 

material to all homeowners in a 100 meter radius of the address from which the 

complaint is received. The educational material could include a letter stating that the City 

was in receipt of a complaint in the vicinity, and recommendations for how to use 

woodstoves in a clean and efficient way. 

Costs of this initiative are estimated at $2,000 annually (staff time, materials and 

postage). This will anger the burners and they will increase their burning. Most do!! 
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Option Three: Set a Sunset Date for Permissible use of Non-EPA Listed Woodstoves 

The City currently requires that all new woodstove installations be Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) certified. Existing non-EPA units are permitted to remain in 

service. 

The City could amend the current bylaw to include a date whereby all non-EPA 

woodstoves must be removed from service, and make provisions for the enforcement of 

that issue. 

Costs of this option are estimated at $2,000 (staff time) annually after the sunset date. 

There will be enforcement costs when burners refuse to remove the offending appliance. 

 

Option Four: Regulate Installation and Use of Woodstoves 

The City could regulate the installation of woodstoves through a permitting process, and 

regulate ongoing use of woodstoves with an annual licensing program. A permit fee 

could be charged upon installation, and an annual licensing fee could be charged as part 

of a licensing program. Such fees would act as financial deterrents to the installation and 

use of woodstoves, and could provide funding to offset other air quality initiatives. 

This initiative could be structured to be cost neutral. Would ‘grandfathered’ wood 

burning appliances be included? If not, this is a minimally regulated bylaw that will be 

ineffective. 

 

 

Option Five: Develop a Bylaw to Provide for Penalizing Production of Nuisance Smoke 

The City could adopt a bylaw to penalize smoke polluters by implementing a procedure 

for assessing fines for smoke pollution. Determining a threshold level of infraction with 

regard to smoke pollution is difficult. For example, some jurisdiction assess a fine after 

two or more complaints, while other jurisdictions measure smoke output and assign a fine 

for infractions above a set threshold of pollution.  

Absolutely the best option! And, not that difficult to create. It could fall into the other 

nuisance bylaws such as noise, lighting, etc. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

18  

Some photos taken in Port Alberni 
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Why, in this day & age, is this type of residential smoke invasion 

allowed to continue? 

 

And, why is the municipality working at every other way to decrease 

wood smoke but the obvious? Create a nuisance smoke bylaw with but 

one warning and then increasing fines with each offence.  

 

This does not need expensive equipment to prove that the wood smoke is 

invading another property. The eyes and nose will prove it. 

 

There is no reason to foul the air we all need to breathe. 

Burning is an option…. Breathing is not! 

 

Shirley 
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FOR SHAME, WOOD BURNERS 

Shame, if you are still burning wood near others in a modern society. 
Since cancer forced me into early retirement, I have had more time to 
investigate wood smoke so I scanned about 100 books in the 
university library TD 883, RA 576 and QC 882 sections. I have 
selected many “possibly biased” facts about wood smoke, monitoring, 
modelling, health effects, meteorology, risk assessment and cost-
benefit-analysis. And wood smoke gets me upset. 

Wood smoke peaks in the PM 0.15 – 0.4 size, perfect to get deep into 
lungs. It consists of many complex chemicals, just like cigarette 
smoke, and contains carcinogenic toxins. The fine particles can stay 
in the air for a long time, long enough to fill the air shed of a city 
during inversions and to travel 1000’s of kilometres with favourable 
winds. The particles provide condensation nuclei for the sulphur 
dioxide of factories and the nitrogen oxides of vehicles. They further 
absorb water nicely, forming the basis for an unhealthy acid fog. If the 
sun burns off the water in the fog, even more toxic particles remain to 
be breathed deep into lungs.  

I have come to the conclusion that no wood burner can show that 
their smoke is harmless or acceptable to modern society. Excuses of 
“I need the heat” or “are you going to pay for my natural gas” get a 
big “BOOHOO.” If you are that poor, why do you have a house? If 
you are that cold, where are your clothes? Why should the selfish get 
to pollute at will near others? 

The only acceptable place to burn wood is in wide open areas where 
no one complains. If you have enough space for a horse or other 
large animals, then burn all you want. Near others, like in 
subdivisions, it is a moral offense to burn wood, even with a so-called 
high efficiency stove. If you are a long time burner, who wants to die 
with a poker in your hand, then shame on you for a lifetime of abuse 
to others. 

 
Vic Steblin – BSc Honours Math, MA Math Education from UBC 

Retired 
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Legal  Help 

 
**Note to any legal firm that can provide help with residential wood 

smoke issues and wishes to add their name to this page.**  

 

Please email  with your state/province, name of firm, who to Shirley

contact (email address & telephone)   

 
 

 

NOTICE of FLORIDA and KENTUCKY ATTORNEY WILLING TO CONSIDER 

WOOD SMOKE CASES, perhaps on a contingency. 

Attorney Sherri Myers is a Florida attorney who is also licensed to practice in 

Kentucky and in 2 federal courts.  She specializes in the rights of persons with 

disabilities, many of whom may be protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA, the civil rights law that is intended to ensure that citizens with disabilities such as 

asthma, for example, have “access” to public spaces such as city parks, streets and 

sidewalks. A federal court in northern Iowa ordered the town of Mallard, Iowa, to 

disallow wood and leaf burning, because the smoke presented a physical barrier to a 

small child with severe asthma, making her unable to use city streets and sidewalks.  

  

Sherri is interested in legal issues that impact persons with multiple chemical sensitivity 

and other environmental illnesses.  She also serves on the Pensacola City Council and in 

that role is working to influence governmental policies on environmental issues. She is 

the Advocacy Coordinator for the Center for Independent Living Disability Resource 

Center.  Sherri lives in Pensacola, which is located in the panhandle of Florida.  Contact 

her at sfmada@aol.com.   Phone: (850) 484-0902 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:sfmada@aol.com
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Legal  Help 

 

Outdoor Wood Boilers have the potential to create nuisances or harm human health by 

releasing unsafe levels of Particulate Pollution and other cancer causing air contaminants.  

Scientific studies and lab testing have shown that some Outdoor Wood Boilers exceed 

EPA safe air thresholds at levels that can cause both short and long term health problems, 

even death.  

The American Lung Association states that anyone can be affected by particle pollution 

but several groups are most at risk: 

 Children under 18 

 Adults 65 and older 

 Anyone with chronic lung disease, such as asthma, chronic bronchitis, or emphysema 

 Anyone with a cardiovascular disease, such as high blood pressure, coronary artery disease, 

or congestive heart failure and diabetes.  

Joe Ritch an attorney in Corpus Christi Texas who specializes in nuisance and product 

liability believes everyone should be able to live in their home and enjoy their property 

without fear of harm.  

If you or someone you love is being adversely affected by the contaminants emitted from 

an Outdoor Wood Boiler you may be eligible for representation with no out of pocket 

expenses. To have your case evaluated please call 361-885-7500 and ask for Joseph 

Ritch.  
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Wood smoke:  Know the Facts 

 
Wood Smoke… 
 

1. Violates the property rights of others to use and enjoy their property 
smoke-free. 

 
2. Contains many of the same toxins that are in tobacco smoke. These 

include lead, mercury, arsenic, benzene, polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs), carbon monoxide and dioxin(s), “some of the most 
insidious chemicals known to man.” (Harvard School of Public Health). 
They also accumulate in the environment. 

 
3. Is implicated in asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature death in 

people of all ages, including sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS). 
 

4. Violates the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Guidelines by presenting 
a “barrier” to those with disabilities such as asthma, preventing them 
from accessing public spaces.  Parks, bike paths, playgrounds, sidewalks, 
outdoor sports and public gatherings are often inaccessible and unhealthy, 
due to wood smoke. 

 
5. Stresses everyone’s immune system.  Children, the elderly, and those 

with asthma, lung or heart issues, diabetes or other disabilities are among 
the most vulnerable.  

 
6. Is a major source of black carbon soot fine particulates, which are bundled 

with cancer-causing and hormone-disrupting chemicals.  
 

7. Is implicated in reproductive birth defects and childhood diseases 
including asthma, pneumonia, cancer, autism, Asperger's Syndrome, 
allergies and other disorders. 

 
8. Interferes with the seeding of rain and moisture in clouds, and also 

accelerates the melting of glaciers (www.burningissues.org/car-
www/science/Climate/index.html) and 
www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/apr/20/black-carbon-emissions). 

 
9. Burning wood is an increasingly serious fire hazard. Please don’t burn 

wood! 
 

 
For more information, contact  info@takebacktheair.com 
Website:  www.takebacktheair.com 

http://www.burningissues.org/car-www/science/Climate/index.html
http://www.burningissues.org/car-www/science/Climate/index.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/apr/20/black-carbon-emissions
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
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JOIN OUR NEW NETWORK! 

 
Our cause has gained great momentum, with more people joining the 

anti-wood smoke efforts weekly. Our focus now is to help everyone 

connect with others near us nation-wide in the US and Canada. 

We must unite in pressuring our municipalities and governments 

toward wood smoke regulations as soon as possible. 

Therefore, I am looking for Volunteer Wood Smoke Coordinators in 

EVERY STATE & PROVINCE to field and manage wood smoke 

complaints and issues in their own state or province. 

The goal is to share information nation-wide and to focus on wood 

smoke regulation. 

I think it’s safe to say that anyone reading this newsletter probably has 

issues with wood smoke. 

If you are willing to give your name and email address so we can form a 

visible network please email Shirley or Julie. 

Perhaps you would be willing to help with letter writing, flyer passing, 

etc. No money is required, just a willingness to be someone others can 

contact for support or more involvement.  

Contact Julie at info@takebacktheair.com if you would like your name 

to appear on our state/province–wide contacts page or if you’d like to 

become your state or province’s “representative” to coordinate contacts 

within your state or province. Contact Julie, also, if you’d like to learn 

who else is fighting wood smoke in your area and if you want concrete 

suggestions on how to get results. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
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Network Representative List 
(Blank lines are yet to be filled) 

 

Alberta cleanairmattersinalberta@gmail.com  Cathy 

BC nomorewoodsmoke@hotmail.com  Frank 

Manitoba   

New 

Brunswick 

  

Newfoundland   

Nova Scotia   

Ontario    s.brandie@hotmail.com

lewp@sent.com  

Shirley 
Alexa 

Prince Edward 

Island 

  

Quebec giulia.dalesio@hotmail.com   Giulia 

Saskatchewan   

Alabama   

Alaska   

Arizona   

Arkansas   

California   dervissdesign@verizon.net Michelle 

Colorado   ithomsen@yahoo.com Ian 

Connecticut   

Delaware   

Florida    sfmada@aol.com Sherri 

Georgia   

Hawaii admin@mcs-america.org Sal 

Idaho   

Illinois   dirtyaviston@ymail.com Dirty 

Aviston 

Indiana   cleanairlaporte2@gmail.com Jim 

mailto:cleanairmattersinalberta@gmail.com
mailto:nomorewoodsmoke@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:lewp@sent.com
mailto:giulia.dalesio@hotmail.com
mailto:dervissdesign@verizon.net
mailto:ithomsen@yahoo.com
mailto:sfmada@aol.com
mailto:dirtyaviston@ymail.com
mailto:cleanairlaporte2@gmail.com
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Iowa   mhhensel@earthlink.net Harold 

Kansas   

Kentucky   

Louisiana   

Maine   egrolimund@msn.com Ernest 

Maryland   

Massachusetts   s.brandie@hotmail.com Shirley 

Michigan   redNO2sky@freedomofair.info Tom 

Minnesota mellum.julie@gmail.com  Julie 

Missouri   

Montana   

Nebraska    karenfillman@neb.rr.com

 

   ramonaelisabeth@neb.rr.com

Karen 

 

Ramona 

Nevada   

New 

Hampshire 

  gefrich@comcast.net George 

New Jersey   1bc2r@optonline.net Diane 

New Mexico   dan@healthylivingspaces.com Dan 

New York   bjlich@live.com Clean Air 

Rights for 

Everyone 

North Carolina   

North Dakota   

Ohio   

Oklahoma   

Oregon   info@takebacktheair.com Julie 

Pennsylvania kss52@comcast.net  Karen 

Rhode Island   rifca08@yahoo.com Rhode 

Island 

 

SouthCarolina   

mailto:mhhensel@earthlink.net
mailto:egrolimund@msn.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:redNO2sky@freedomofair.info
mailto:mellum.julie@gmail.com
mailto:karenfillman@neb.rr.com
mailto:ramonaelisabeth@neb.rr.com
mailto:gefrich@comcast.net
mailto:1bc2r@optonline.net
mailto:dan@healthylivingspaces.com
mailto:bjlich@live.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
mailto:kss52@comcast.net
mailto:rifca08@yahoo.com
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South Dakota   

Tennessee s.brandie@hotmail.com    Shirley 

Texas   

Utah   

Vermont   biomass.greenwash@gmail.com Josh 

Virginia   

Washington   NeedCleanAir@Rocketmail.com L. Kunish 

West Virginia   

Wisconsin   wkwsan@hotmail.com Linda 

Wyoming   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:biomass.greenwash@gmail.com
mailto:NeedCleanAir@Rocketmail.com
mailto:wkwsan@hotmail.com
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 All burning results in very fine micro particulates and there is no safe level of 
this asbestos sized, dangerous air pollutant. Solid fuels, such as pellets and 
especially wood, produce more smoke and emit more fine particulate air 
pollutants than cleaner fuels such as gas and electricity.  
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Bylaws & Bans 

**I am beginning to compile a list of municipalities that are 

acting on wood smoke emissions. Please send me a link to any 

that you find to be added to the list.** 

Golden, BRITISH COLUMBIA-  passed a bylaw prohibiting the 

installation of any solid fuel burning appliance (Bylaw # 1150). 

Hampstead, QUEBEC - banned all new installations of wood stoves and 

ordered existing wood stoves to be removed within 7 years. (Bylaw # 729-2) 

Montreal, QUEBEC (Apr. 29/2009) - no further installation of any wood 

burning stoves or fireplaces. 

Suffolk, NEW JERSEY - bans all OWBs within 1000 feet of another house. 

Stillwater, MINNESOTA - bans all wood burning or boiling stoves - 

existing and future (March 11, 2010). 

Pleasant Prairie, WISCONSIN - bans all new outdoor wood furnaces and 

wood boilers. 

Savage City, MINNESOTA - prohibits outdoor wood boilers (OWBs). 

Burnsville, MINNESOTA - banned OWBs December 2008. 

New Prague, MINNESOTA - total ban on OWBs. 

Grand Forks, BRITISH COLUMBIA - The bylaw states that “no person 

shall create a nuisance using a wood burning appliance in such a way as to 

disturb the health and comfort of two or more persons from separate 

dwellings.” Enforcement would be complaint driven and fines could be up 

to $500. 

Houston, BRITISH COLUMBIA - requires uncertified appliances to be 

removed by 2010. 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
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St. Thomas, ONTARIO - prohibits the use of outdoor fireplaces including 

wood boilers and chimeneas. 

Sarnia, ONTARIO - has set stringent restrictions on setback distances for 

outdoor boiler operations from the nearest dwellings and property lines. 

Nation, ONTARIO - outdoor wood boiler specifications have been set 

which include minimum lot sizes, distance from property lines and 

distances from property buildings. 

Elmira, NEW YORK - Ban on smoke and other deleterious fumes that 

cross property lines onto the property of another. Fines are $250 for a 

second offence or a jail term. Best  ban in the country! 

Marion, IOWA -prohibits new outdoor wood-burning boilers within city 

limits and to regulate existing setups. All existing boilers must be 

registered by Jan. 1; have smokestacks two feet higher than any residential 

roof within 300 feet of the system; and be removed when the property 

changes hands. 

CONNECTICUT - Avon, Granby, Tolland, Hebron, Woodbridge, South 

Windsor, Portland, Norfolk, Ridgefield, Haddam, Cheshire, West 

Hartford, Hamden, North Haven and New Fairfield – 15 towns have 

banned outdoor wood furnaces in order to protect the health and property 

values of their citizens. 

Inver Grove Heights, MINNESOTA - Nov. 15, 2010 - council bans all 

OWBs. All OWBs must be removed from properties by Oct. 01, 2011. 
  

The STATE of WASHINGTON - has laws to address neighbor's wood 

smoke. According to the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency, “generating 

excessive smoke is not only unneighborly, it’s illegal. Under state 

regulations, smoke from a person’s chimney cannot exceed 20 percent 

opacity for six consecutive minutes. Greater smoke densities could result in 

fines from air pollution control officials. It is always illegal to smoke out 

your neighbor. Everyone has a right to breathe clean air. If smoke from 

your fire is affecting your neighbors, it is considered a nuisance and 

subject to enforcement action.” 

Salmon Arm, BRITISH COLUMBIA -  No person shall install an Outdoor 

Solid-Fuel Combustion Appliance in or about any premises. 
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Huron East, ONTARIO - Bylaw passed - all new OWB's to have minimum 

setback allowances and lot sizes. A great improvement over what they had 

before – nothing. 

Nappanee - Bans  Outdoor Wood Furnaces 

Twinsburg, OHIO - Council voted 7-0 in favor of adding outdoor 
wood-burning furnaces or boilers to a list of items that are restricted. 

Marion County, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

Evansville, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

Long Beach, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

City of LaPorte, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

Michigan City, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

Butler, Indiana – Bans OWBs within city limits. 

Cape May, New Jersey – Bans new OWB installations. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://twinsburg.patch.com/articles/outdoor-wood-furnaces-may-get-smoked-out-in-twinsburg
http://twinsburg.patch.com/articles/outdoor-wood-furnaces-may-get-smoked-out-in-twinsburg
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Editorial 

 
March … At last the end of winter is in sight! Many people are hoping that 

warm weather returns with a vengeance so the smoke that fills their yards 

and houses will end. Not so, as most of you know. The die-hard burner will 

continue to pour out the smoke until he begins to see that he is looking like a 

fool burning in the warmth of the sun. 

 

This is an excellent time to get a package ready for your town councilors and 

mayor so that they will have the information necessary to see that residential 

wood smoke is truly a health hazard. In this package you should include 

plenty of photos of the smoke you are forced to live with and information 

that shows what is in wood smoke and how it affects the health of all who 

are forced to breathe it. There is plenty of information on my web site: 

http://WoodBurnerSmoke.net that you can print out to include in your 

packages. 

 

It also would be a good time to get on the list of speakers for a council 

meeting. You can tell them first-hand what you have gone through and 

perhaps show some pictures of the smoke surrounding your home and 

property. Pictures can be your best evidence that something needs to be done 

to help you and others who are affected by residential wood smoke. What 

you are looking to achieve is a ‘nuisance smoke’ bylaw so that when smoke 

is invading your home and property you will have a means to have it 

stopped. 

 

Waiting and hoping that your mayor and council members will do something 

is not going to happen without input from you. Trust me. I know. Had I not 

found some council members that heard what I had to say and did their own 

investigating there would never have been a bylaw being created. Start now 

because creating a bylaw takes time and you don’t want or need to spend 

another winter doused in a neighbor’s smoke! 

 

Shirley 
 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/
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BOZO of the Month 

 
In my opinion 

 
Oak Grove, Minnesota 

 

According to what is found on the Internet : The City of Oak Grove strongly 

encourages residents to work through any issues they have with their neighbors before 
contacting the city. More often than not, these residents are simply unaware of the neighbors’ 
concerns. Better communications between neighbors will help build a stronger community and 
promote a friendly small town atmosphere within the city. 
 It seems to me that this does not help those who are being covered in smoke 

by a neighbor. People have tried talking to the neighbor, talking to city 

officials and everything else they can think of and yet nothing is being done 

for them. 

Why? I and many others would like to know how city officials can sit back 

and let this nightmare continue while the health of these people worsens. 

I wonder if they are aware that the world is watching their lack of concern 

for their residents. 

I would certainly not want to live there or even visit after seeing the many 

photos and videos that I have received. This city is run by people who have 

no right to be in the position they were voted into. Running a 3-ring circus is 

more their style and I’m not sure they could manage that! 

 

  

Bylaw amendments…. Have they heard of them? 

 

Shirley 
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2nd BOZO of the Month 

 
In my opinion 

 
Fairbanks, Alaska 

 
A ‘fun’ run encouraged by a race organizer on a DEC Air Quality Advisory 

Day???  http://cleanairfairbanks.wordpress.com/2012/01/28/chilly-buns-

run-through-air-quality-advisory-smoke/  

 

Why would they ask people to come out and run through the smoke? It sure 

doesn’t make sense to me that they would even think of organizing a run on 

a bad air quality day. 

 

I guess choking and coughing your way through the smoke must be 

appealing to the organizer.  But why? So people can perhaps have even more 

fun waiting in the hospital emergency room? 

 

Not only are they allowing smoke, they are promoting it!!! Click here. 

 

If the wood smoke in Fairbanks doesn’t decrease the people won’t even have 

to join the ‘fun’ run to end up in the emergency room. 

  

Come on, Fairbanks officials, make some needed changes and save your 

residents from the smoke. 

  

Bylaw amendments…. Have they heard of them? 

 

Shirley 
 

http://cleanairfairbanks.wordpress.com/2012/01/28/chilly-buns-run-through-air-quality-advisory-smoke/
http://cleanairfairbanks.wordpress.com/2012/01/28/chilly-buns-run-through-air-quality-advisory-smoke/
http://cleanairfairbanks.wordpress.com/2012/01/30/testify-tuesday-against-weaker-smoke-ordinance-to-air-pollution-commission/
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Photos and Videos 

  
 

 

  

 

  

  

  
 

To see some photos that victims of wood smoke have sent click here 
 

To have your own photo listed, send an email to: s.brandie@hotmail.com  

 

 

 

Just a few photos to show to your public officials and others you want to convince 
that only a ban on smoke release will change this! 

Click here for videos 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/other_photos.htm
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Videos.htm
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LINKS & MORE 

 
Click here for a heart-breaking story & video of a family subjected to wood smoke. 
 

 

Click here to see Clive Stott’s peaceful, but meaningful protest of forestry burning 

in Australia. 
 
My PowerPoint Show         Video sent by email           Chase, B.C. video 

  

 

 

  

Wood 

Burner 

Smoke 

 
Editor’s Site 

 
   

 

 

 
cleanairtas.com 

 

 

 
 

Freedom of 

Air 

 

  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

RAWSEP 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/lynn_smoke.wmv
http://woodburnersmoke.net/smoke_001.WMV
http://woodburnersmoke.net/smoke_001.WMV
http://woodburnersmoke.net/PPT/where_theres_smoke_theres_ire.ppt
http://woodburnersmoke.net/lagrange_new_york.wmv
http://www.canadiancleanairalliance.ca/chase_bc.wmv
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://www.cleanairtas.com/
http://cleanairtas.com/phpbb/index.php?sid=d0cdd088e05532fcb7232cf8c0e6e359
http://freedomofair.webs.com/
http://freedomofair.webs.com/
http://rawsep.wordpress.com/
http://noccawood.ca/
http://www.CanadianCleanAirAlliance.ca
http://freedomofair.webs.com/
http://breathehealthyair.blogspot.com/
http://takebacktheair.com/index.html
http://www.ehhi.org/
http://coalitionagainstwoodburning.com
http://BurningIssues.org
http://rawsep.wordpress.com/
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Families for Clean Air 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
“Burning 2 cords of wood produces the same amount of 
 mutagenic (capable of causing cell mutations that can 
 cause cancer) particles as driving 13 gasoline-powered 
 cars 10,000 miles each at 20 miles/gallon. These 
 figures indicate that the worst contribution that an 
 individual is likely to make to the mutagenicity of the air  
 is using a wood stove for heating, followed by a diesel 
 car.” (Dr. Joellen Lewtas, Contribution of Source 
 Emissions of the Mutagenicity of Ambient Urban Air 
 Particles. U.S., EPA, #91-131.6, 1991) 

http://takebacktheair.com/index.html
http://www.familiesforcleanair.org/
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Canadian Action Activities 
 

Wood smoke is a major problem in all of America and Canada. 

National efforts are gaining momentum. Regardless of where we live, 

our actions should focus on getting our national governments to 

regulate wood smoke. To make an impact, if each reader calls or emails 

each of these contacts, we can move mountains.  

Go for it now! 

 
 

Health Canada assesses scientific evidence about the health effects of wood smoke 

and makes this information available to Canadians.  Health Canada is also working 

with other government departments to determine the best ways to minimize risks 

associated with wood smoke.   

In addition, Health Canada is a contributor to the Burn it Smart! Campaign 

sponsored by Natural Resources Canada. 

 

Environment Canada:    www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair  

Health Canada:    air@hc-sc.gc.ca 
Air Health Effects Division, Safe Environments Program, Health Canada 

400 Cooper Street Ottawa, ON K1A 0K9 Telephone: (613) 957-1876 

 

Natural Resources Canada Burn it Smart! Sir William Logan Building, 

11th Floor, 580 Booth Street, Ottawa, ON K1A 0E4 

 

Write or email to your local council & MPs to request that they create or amend a 

bylaw to cover nuisance smoke. Preferably, a ban on all wood burning in residential 

areas. 

          ____________________________________________________________ 

 

The Ontario Ministry of the Environment has released the latest news on Smog 

http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/air/smog/index.php  

 

          ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Click here for the Canadian Bill of Rights You can apply for a review here. 

  

http://www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair
mailto:air@hc-sc.gc.ca
http://www.burnitsmart.org/english/index.html
http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/air/smog/index.php
http://www.eco.on.ca/eng/index.php/environmental-bill-of-rights/about-the-ebr/your-rights-under-the-ebr/apply-for-a-review.php
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U.S. Action Activities 

 
URGENT—Immediate Action ALWAYS Needed 

 
A new EPA-certified wood stove promotion gives a 30% tax credit and a 

huge discount to the public. It is being funded by stimulus money from 

the US government. This flies in the face of the known hazards of wood 

smoke that the EPA acknowledges on their website. If we don’t stop our 

states’ stimulus money from funding this major promotion, it will be 

next to impossible to regulate or ban wood burning in any form.  

 

If you have never protested wood smoke or called your public officials 

before, this is the time to do it!   

 
 Contact your US Senators and Representatives, as well as your state 

Senators and Representatives and City Council members.  Ask them 

to see that the stimulus money does not go towards this 

promotion.  It is crucial to let your elected officials know that you 

don’t want the stimulus money used for this promotion in your 

community—but only to apply to gas or electric 

technology.  (California has a change-out program that only allows 

swap-outs to gas or electric.)   

 

 Let them know that wood smoke is a major health hazard and is a 
major contributor to global warming. 

 

 Send an email to others and ask them for their help too.  (See 

suggested email below). 

 

 Be sure to call your US legislators and State legislators and City 

Council Members, to alert them to the problem and asking for their 

help too in keeping new EPA certified wood burning equipment out 

of your community, even if a state-wide promotion allows them. 

 

 If we don’t stop this unthinkable promotion, there is little hope for a 

healthy legacy for our children and grandchildren.  
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Action #1- Suggested message for calling and emailing U.S. legislators 

and state legislators.  Please also relay on to others and urge them to 

contact others.  

 _________________________ 

 

Date: 

 
Dear (elected official): 

 
Please use your influence to disallow stimulus money to be used for EPA 

wood stove promotion in (your state and/or your community.)  

 

According to the EPA’s own website, wood smoke is a killer responsible 

for premature deaths nation-wide at a rate of 3% of the total deaths 

every year from fine particle pollution. (Harvard School of Public 

Health).  That is close to 73,000 people in the U.S. each year--an 

epidemic!  Wood smoke is extremely hazardous for children, the elderly 

and especially those with asthma.  Asthma is already the number one 

reason for school absenteeism.  It is even implicated in sudden infant 

death syndrome.   

 
Our states are looking for ways to limit fine particulate pollution and 

better air quality.  This should be a “no-brainer.” Wood smoke emits 

over 9,600 % more lead than natural gas, according to the EPA’s own 

data.  It also emits arsenic, mercury, formaldehyde, polyaromatic 

hydrocarbons and dioxins, persistent organic compounds that do not 

break down in the environment or in human lungs, crops, soil and water 

supply.  See http://BurningIssues.org for the facts.  

  

Please do not allow stimulus money to be used for promoting more 

pollution. 

 

(Sign your name and contact info) 

 

_____________________________ 

  
 

http://burningissues.org/
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About the Editors: 
 

 

 

Shirley Brandie 

   

Ontario Director of Canadian Clean Air 

Alliance http://canadiancleanairalliance.ca  

 

She is retired from a medical laboratory 

and currently doing in-depth research on 

the effects of wood smoke on health and 

the environment.  

 

Web site: http://WoodBurnerSmoke.net  

 

  Minneapolis Julie Mellum

 Julie is a Realtor who knows that wood smoke devalues real 

estate as a “material fact” that can affect a potential buyer’s 

use and enjoyment of your property.  She continually 

researches the latest science on wood smoke and is a member 

of the Edina, MN Community Health Committee.     

Web site: Take Back the Air 

 

If you would like to have your wood smoke story published, click here to 

email it. 

 

* We do not accept responsibility for errors in articles submitted for 

publication. It is the responsibility of the author to ensure the facts are, 

to the best of their knowledge, correct. ** 

** Please note that articles submitted for publication may be edited for 

grammar, punctuation and sentence structure. 

Send an email to s.brandie@hotmail.com  to be added to the mailing 

list. 
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