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Welcome! 

We hope that this newsletter will give you the information and inspiration 

you need. Regain clean air to breathe and eliminate the wood burning that 

is affecting your health and your home environment. 

Please pass this issue on to others in need of help and suggest that they 

send an email to s.brandie@hotmail.com to be added to the mailing list. 

   

 

                                    Volume 4, Issue 4 
                                   April,  2012 

 

                     Editor :  Shirley Brandie  

                    Co-Editor: Julie Mellum 

 

 

Mission Statement 
 

Our mission is to “educate public officials, government and all    
citizens about wood smoke as a major form of hazardous air 
pollution that affects our health, use of our property, water, 
crops, livestock, the environment and climate change. We 
urge citizens everywhere to press for legislative changes to 
call wood smoke a public nuisance under state health codes.” 

  
 

   
 

 
   

 
 

Fighting Wood Smoke 
Pollution from the 

Grassroots to Government 
Level 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
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Please note:  
 

I have decided to merge the CoaltionAgainstWoodBurning site with 
my own site to save, not only money, but repetition of information. 
http://woodburnersmoke.net  
 
All countries that had their own pages there will have their own 
pages now on my site. 
 
I hope to add more countries to the site so if you know of anyone in 
another country who needs help and wants to have their country 
listed please have them get in touch with me at: 
s.brandie@hotmail.com  
 
I also would welcome some letters from you, telling your own story 
of how wood smoke has affected your health and your lifestyle. 
Photos may be included if you like. They help to show the 
conditions you are forced to live with. 
 
As you know, I have a ‘Bozo of the month’ in my newsletter. Please 
don’t hesitate to nominate your town and give the reasons why you 
think they deserve to be the Bozo. Your name need not be 
published. 
 
The newsletters will continue to be sent out by email and also listed 
on my site. 
 

  

 

Shirley 
 

 
 
 
 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
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Newsworthy Links 
 
 

Wood smoke adds billions to health bill 

 
Excerpt: In Armidale, wood heaters can account for more than 85 per cent 

of airborne particle pollution in winter. 

 

Response from a Tasmania resident: 

Across Tasmania the forest industries have a lot to answer when it comes to 

harmful smoke pollution. No longer can they claim wood heaters are the biggest 

problem. 

You can read all about it at:  http://www.cleanairtas.com 

Forestry commissioned the CSIRO to do a study to try and claim wood heaters 

were a bigger problem than forestry smoke. However, the report was meaningless 

because they deliberately chose one tiny area in the state that was known to have 

a wood heater problem. 

The health cost savings might not be all that great because we know cold and 

mould are triggers for asthmatics so these people need to have warm homes. 

Forestry smoke needs to be stopped and cost effective alternatives to wood 

heaters need to be found to heat their homes before these people are left to suffer 

and become an even greater burden on our health system because of government 

greed. 

 
 

 

Weather plays tricks on wood burning restrictions 

 

Excerpt:  To encourage fireplace owners to switch to gas, the district’s 

board approved $500,000 for as many as 5,000 discounted gas log fireplace 

units. 

 __________________________________________________________ 

  

http://www.smh.com.au/environment/wood-smoke-adds-billions-to-health-bill-says-report-20120127-1qlin.html
http://www.cleanairtas.com/
http://centerforhealthreporting.org/blog/weather-plays-tricks-wood-burning-restrictions757
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Smoke signals warn of health risk 

Excerpt: "The smoke outdoor furnaces produce is very similar to cigarette 

smoke," said Nancy Alderman, president of Environment and Human Health 

Inc., an environmental advocacy group that's been fighting against outdoor 

wood furnaces for several years. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

 The Fireplace Delusion: A Metaphor for Religious Belief 

Excerpt: Why do we still have fires despite their obvious harm to our health 

and the environment? 

 

Wood smoke blamed for health issues 

Excerpt: AS environmental consultant AECOM predicts wood smoke could 

add $8 billion to the health budget by 2030, Shoalhaven City Council has 

revealed that applications for wood heaters are declining. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 
No-burn-day violations skyrocket 

 

Excerpt: "A lot of our violations don't come as a result of our inspectors 

driving around," he said. "It comes as a result of people calling in to 

complain. There's been an absolute onslaught of people with health 

conditions as a result of poor air quality. It's a life-and-death issue for certain 

people." 

_____________________________________________________________ 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.newstimes.com/local/article/Smoke-signals-warn-of-health-risk-3008007.php#ixzz1lPqWWeOE
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=local&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Nancy+Alderman%22
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/02/03/the-fireplace-delusion-a-metaphor-for-religious-belief.html
http://www.southcoastregister.com.au/news/local/news/general/wood-smoke-blamed-for-health-issues/2439874.aspx
http://www.mercedsunstar.com/2012/01/21/2199430/no-burn-day-violations-skyrocket.html
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Coal, wood burning kills more people than malaria 

 

Excerpt: Despite the availability of technology that can burn a variety of 

fuels more efficiently, governments, for-profit businesses and NGOs have 

made little progress in getting individuals to switch to improved cookstoves  

and modern fuels. 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

Clean air: is it the new civil rights struggle?  

 

Excerpt: “In polluting the air, we are polluting the very essence of what 

sustains life,” agreed Karen Monahan, an environmental justice organizer at 

Sierra Club. 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 

 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/health/exclusive/wood-burning-kills-more-people-than-malaria_15675.html
http://www.willstegerfoundation.org/climate-news/item/1459-clean-air-is-it-t
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Lungs as filters 

  

I have noticed how a sealed house seems to collect the air quality of the 

previous days. Maybe the furnace system pools the pollutants or it is the lack 

of ventilation that causes a build-up of smell. But maybe our lungs also help 

quite a bit with the cleaning of an occupied house. It makes sense that lungs 

help clean the air because they trap pollutants.  

Smoke will stay in a sealed, unoccupied room for a long time until people 

actually enter and breathe the air. Then our lungs start removing harmful 

pollutants and start cleaning the air. So our lungs are natural filters. But 

imagine the cost of cleaning the air this way as lungs cannot be easily 

replaced. 

One could calculate how much air pollution the citizens of Prince George 

filter out of the air. We do our share of helping to clean the air. Of course, 

lungs cannot be changed as regularly or as conveniently as we may wish. 

And I do not know of many who would approve of this method of cleaning 

the air of Prince George. 
 

 

Vic Steblin – Prince George, B.C. 

BSc Honours Math, MA Math Education from UBC - Retired 
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Although inspired in part by real attitudes, behaviors and situations, the following story 

is fictional and does not depict any actual person or event. Any resemblance to people or 

neighborhoods you have observed is purely coincidental. 

 

 

New Development for Smoke-Lovers 
 
Those driving through the midwest will soon see a new sight off of Interstate 80. No, it will 

not be a giant tennis court, or a temporary Olympic Village, or some alien configuration from 

outer space. What folks will see is a new development in a newly formed county. The 

development is the brain child of Erant Finn, the famous developer well-known for his 

progressive ideas.  

 

"What we're trying to do here is keep ahead of the curve, as it were, to stay abreast of the 

latest trends in urban recreation and outdoor living," said Finn. He went on to explain that 

each house and townhouse will be equipped with a basement wood stove, a main floor 

woodburning fireplace insert, an outdoor wood-fired pizza oven, a built-in meat smoker/fire 

pit, and the option of a portable fire pit. Additionally, all homes will be provided with an 

outdoor wood boiler in lieu of a conventional water heater. The commons area will have a 

giant ashtray-fire pit, where neighbors can gather and smoke cigarettes while gazing at the 

flames. Residents will be expected to toss their butts into this receptacle.  

 

"I think it's a wonderful idea!" exclaimed Mary Nunbright, who is signed up for a lot near the 

commons. "That way no one has to throw their butts on the ground, and I can walk out of my 

door and it’s right there in my backyard! It saves on driving which really helps fight global 

warming."  

Asked if she had concerns about exposing her children to that much smoke, Nunbright said 

"Oh not at all, I think people baby their children too much. Smoke is all-natural anyway, like 

granola. I'm so grateful we have this opportunity to finally move into a firepit-friendly 

neighborhood, and get away from people who aren't willing to sacrifice a little breathing here 

and there so that we can enjoy ourselves. Honestly, the way some of them talk about 

breathing, you'd think life depends on it." 

 

The apartment complexes will all have built-in fireplaces on the balconies with drip pans 

underneath, and pay-per-use meat smokers in the parking lots. "It's an innovative 

development concept, in that none of the buildings are higher than one story--you don't 

usually see a balcony on a main floor apartment," said Finn, "and that's where we think 

outside the box."  

 

Finn's idea of no two-story buildings is part aesthetic and part practical: a giant dome will 

cover the development, and it uses less material and is therefore less expensive to make a 

dome for a single-story development than for one with two-story complexes. 
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He explained that the idea of the dome is to keep residents from losing smoke. "We've found 

that people can get twice the nicotine from smoking in a dome-covered neighborhood, if they 

can just breathe more of their own second-hand smoke. It's a double-edged sword, because 

they won't buy as much tobacco, but they will have more money to spend on other things in 

the economy. Everything is a trade-off, really. People who have been signing up for lots in 

this development like the smell of smoke, and the dome really helps keep that nostalgic 

aroma in place. It's sort of a Christmas and Fourth of July all rolled into one. The dome 

basically keeps the ambience of the airshed intact."  

 

When asked how the dome will be maintained, Finn admitted that association fees will be 

slightly higher than the average development in order to maintain it. A chimney sweep will 

have to be hired periodically to clean it. When the county lines were newly drawn to 

accomodate this innovative development, the State's Senate had to call a special session. The 

name of the new county will be Smoketopia. "We like to think of it as our own little Utopia" 

said Finn, who will not be living there.  

 

©Katherine Troidl 2-27-12 
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Invisible pollutants foul world’s cleanest air 

 
CSIRO scientists say invisible toxic pollutants are fouling the atmosphere, 

even in the world’s cleanest air at a monitoring station in far north-west 

Tasmania.      

 

The category of persistent organic pollutants (POPs) includes DDT, pesticides and 

dioxins, and as the name suggests they do not dissipate easily.They are being detected 

even at Cape Grim station, in far north-west Tasmania, one of the most important 

research sites for the pollutants in the world. 

While people may never heard of them, senior CSIRO scientist Melita Keywood says it is 

important to keep monitoring them and eliminate new dangerous compounds. “They can 

have quite a bad impact on human health,” she said. “For example, they can result in 

reproductive problems for people, and they can also impact people’s respiratory health 

and heart function.” 

Dr Keywood says the pilot program monitoring atmospheric pollution should be 

extended beyond its current three-year timeline. “We’re hoping that this’ll continue for a 

very long period of time because we need to know long-term trends,” she said. “We need 

to know if these compounds are being removed from the atmosphere over a long period 

of time.” 

She says the air is very clean off Cape Grim because it has not been in contact with land 

for a long time. 
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But even at Cape Grim there are signs of persistent organic pollutants that may have 

been used on the other side of the world. 

“If we see some of these pollutants in samples we’re collecting, that tells us that they’ve 

been able to circulate right around the globe to get to the background air atmosphere,” 

Dr Keywood said. 

“[There are] things like dioxins and pesticides, some pesticides that have been used in 

the past. “They’re also things like fire retardants and also PCBs (polychlorinated 

biphenyls) - so things that have been used in the past a lot and are still being used 

today.” 

Cape Grim research centre manager Sam Cleland says the centre is uniquely placed to do 

an important global job. “It’s one of the most important places to measure what the 

global pollution levels are because what we get is mixed right through the whole world,” 

he said. 

“We’re perched over a hundred-metre tall cliff and when we look west the nearest land is 

South America.” 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2012-03-12/scientists-detect-invisible-toxic-

pollutants/3882998?section=tas  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2012-03-12/scientists-detect-invisible-toxic-pollutants/3882998?section=tas
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2012-03-12/scientists-detect-invisible-toxic-pollutants/3882998?section=tas
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Letters 

 
Dear Editor: 

 

The high cost of home heating oil and the recent economy crises has led 

many families to cut expenses and do without. What I have found is an 

increase of homes burning wood for heat. In New Jersey there are no set 

rules or regulations for wood burning stoves however, outdoor wood boilers 

are now banned in this state. Most people don’t realize that you cannot 

“smoke out” your neighbors and it is illegal to do so. Folks with health 

issues such as asthma and respiratory disease are the most vulnerable. There 

are other alternatives to wood burning stoves such as newer models, wood 

pellet stoves and insuring that your home is well sealed; keep the thermostat 

a little lower…trust me it works.  

 

There are programs for low and middle income families to help with home 

heating. It’s out there but you have to look. Remember no one is going to 

hand you the information or do the work for you. You have to do this 

yourself. Contact your town or the state and inquire about the programs.  

 

Please be considerate of your neighbors by not exposing them to that 

disgusting smoke; we have a right to breathe in clean air. For more 

information please check out www.woodburnersmoke.net or 

www.epa.gov/burnwise. 

 

 

Frances V. 

Hopatcong NJ  

 
_________________________________ 

 
Assault on a family in the United States of America 

 

Click HERE to view the video 

 
 

http://www.woodburnersmoke.net/
http://www.epa.gov/burnwise
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OO61TdrMMgE&feature=youtu.be
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Italian Wood Ovens NOT so Hot 
  
  

The Maclean’s Magazine of January 23, 2012 presented an opinion 
by Kate Lunau in the Taste Section that “Italian ovens are hot, hot, 
hot”. Not all Canadians are so gaga over the wood burning 
bandwagon. Maybe Kate also has a wood stove to promote the “nice 
smoky flavour” of her neighbourhood. Maybe Toronto is so polluted 
that it welcomes additional smoke as just another “drop in the 
bucket”.  
 
Short term smoky aromas always trump long term cleaner air for cave 
type mentalities. Ask any cigarette smoker about short term benefits 
vs long term health. Women are also genetically more resistant to the 
health effects of smoke although millions of them die too soon around 
the wood fired stoves of third world countries.  
 
As a guy that genetically needs cleaner air for health I oppose 
needless smoke. I also recently developed Lymphoma which I can 
only explain by the fine particulate from surrounding wood burners 
getting all the way into my immune system. The health science is 
overwhelming that wood smoke is harmful and totally needless in 
modern society. For those who love the aroma of smoke keep it 
totally to yourself and “thin your own herd”. 

 
 

Vic Steblin – Prince George, B.C. 

BSc Honours Math, MA Math Education from UBC - Retired 
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In The Eye of the Storm 

By Linda Baker Beaudin – Air is Precious   

As hurricane Irene reaches landfall on the eastern coast of the United States, we watch as 

cities prepare for its advance toward populated areas. Warnings are dire and there is an 

apparent and necessary urgency in getting the message out to all who may be affected by the 

negative impact and deadly results that could come from being caught in the eye of the storm. 

It is a matter of life and death. Millions could be harmed. 

As we pay attention to the details and concern for those who we know who may live in the 

designated areas that will be hit by hurricane Irene, we can’t help but give thought to what 
happens to each of us when we face such grave and immediate dangers as this storm. 

Yet, daily in our life, within our own communities we face the same, if not even more dire 

affects from not a storm, but from residential Woodsmoke Pollution, which contains a 

multitude of toxic chemicals that assault our bodies every day. Yet are we prepared? Are we 
being informed of these deadly toxins found in Woodburning?  

Are our municipalities paying heed to the warnings and comprehensive studies from the 

scientific, medical communities and environmentalists who tell us that there is no safe 

amount of Woodsmoke to breathe? Are we receiving the warnings we should be from our 

Health boards, Mayors, Fire Departments and other organizations regarding Woodsmoke 
Pollution that is harming us, making us sick, and taking our breath away? 

Are we being updated and informed about Woodsmoke and how deadly it is to our health, 

our quality of life and our future? Did you know we are living in the eye of the storm each 
second when we are exposed to Woodsmoke? 

Did you know there is no safe amount of smoke to breathe? Were you aware that millions 

have lost their life due to Woodsmoke-related illness? Did you know that you cannot keep 

Woodsmoke from entering your home? Take seriously the warnings from our doctors, 
scientists and the environmentalists regarding our life and death from Woodsmoke! 

Those who are in the eye of Irene at least are having warnings issued. Canadians are living 

within the eye of the storm –Woodsmoke- with no help, no warnings, no by-laws to prohibit 

all Woodburning and no protection from our leaders. None! We are receiving absolutely no 
help. We are millions who are ill, suffering and dying from Woodsmoke-related illnesses. 

Asthma, Cancer, COPD, Cardiopulmonary, Cardiovascular, Stroke, SIDS, respiratory, and 

many other illnesses are associated with Woodsmoke. Breathing the fine particulate matter 
(PM2.5) found in Woodsmoke emissions will make you ill and can lead to premature death. 

How much longer will Canadians remain unprotected, threatened, disabled, suffering, ill and 

dying before we are protected via by-laws to ban all Woodburning? How much longer must 
we remain……… in the eye of the storm? 

mailto:airisprecious@gmail.com
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Spot the difference 

 

 
 

Is there really that much difference? 
At least one of them was stopped. 

 
The other continues to pour out the toxics that    

contaminate the air we all need to breathe! 
 

Until our municipalities create bans & bylaws these 
appliances will continue to sicken all around them. 

 
Please contact your Mayors and Council members and urge 
them to research the chemicals that are released into the 
air when wood is burned and to create a ban or a bylaw so 
their residents have recourse when they are being 
subjected to wood smoke. 
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Legal  Help 

 
**Note to any legal firm that can provide help with residential wood 

smoke issues and wishes to add their name to this page.**  

 

Please email  with your state/province, name of firm, who to Shirley

contact (email address & telephone)   

 
 

 

NOTICE of FLORIDA and KENTUCKY ATTORNEY WILLING TO CONSIDER 

WOOD SMOKE CASES, perhaps on a contingency. 

Attorney Sherri Myers is a Florida attorney who is also licensed to practice in 

Kentucky and in 2 federal courts.  She specializes in the rights of persons with 

disabilities, many of whom may be protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA, the civil rights law that is intended to ensure that citizens with disabilities such as 

asthma, for example, have “access” to public spaces such as city parks, streets and 

sidewalks. A federal court in northern Iowa ordered the town of Mallard, Iowa, to 

disallow wood and leaf burning, because the smoke presented a physical barrier to a 

small child with severe asthma, making her unable to use city streets and sidewalks.  

  

Sherri is interested in legal issues that impact persons with multiple chemical sensitivity 

and other environmental illnesses.  She also serves on the Pensacola City Council and in 

that role is working to influence governmental policies on environmental issues. She is 

the Advocacy Coordinator for the Center for Independent Living Disability Resource 

Center.  Sherri lives in Pensacola, which is located in the panhandle of Florida.  Contact 

her at sfmada@aol.com.   Phone: (850) 484-0902 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:sfmada@aol.com
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Legal  Help 

 

Outdoor Wood Boilers have the potential to create nuisances or harm human health by 

releasing unsafe levels of Particulate Pollution and other cancer causing air contaminants.  

Scientific studies and lab testing have shown that some Outdoor Wood Boilers exceed 

EPA safe air thresholds at levels that can cause both short and long term health problems, 

even death.  

The American Lung Association states that anyone can be affected by particle pollution 

but several groups are most at risk: 

 Children under 18 

 Adults 65 and older 

 Anyone with chronic lung disease, such as asthma, chronic bronchitis, or emphysema 

 Anyone with a cardiovascular disease, such as high blood pressure, coronary artery disease, 

or congestive heart failure and diabetes.  

Joe Ritch an attorney in Corpus Christi Texas who specializes in nuisance and product 

liability believes everyone should be able to live in their home and enjoy their property 

without fear of harm.  

If you or someone you love is being adversely affected by the contaminants emitted from 

an Outdoor Wood Boiler you may be eligible for representation with no out of pocket 

expenses. To have your case evaluated please call 361-885-7500 and ask for Joseph 

Ritch.  
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Wood smoke:  Know the Facts 

 
Wood Smoke… 
 

1. Violates the property rights of others to use and enjoy their property 
smoke-free. 

 
2. Contains many of the same toxins that are in tobacco smoke. These 

include lead, mercury, arsenic, benzene, polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs), carbon monoxide and dioxin(s), “some of the most 
insidious chemicals known to man.” (Harvard School of Public Health). 
They also accumulate in the environment. 

 
3. Is implicated in asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature death in 

people of all ages, including sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS). 
 

4. Violates the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Guidelines by presenting 
a “barrier” to those with disabilities such as asthma, preventing them 
from accessing public spaces.  Parks, bike paths, playgrounds, sidewalks, 
outdoor sports and public gatherings are often inaccessible and unhealthy, 
due to wood smoke. 

 
5. Stresses everyone’s immune system.  Children, the elderly, and those 

with asthma, lung or heart issues, diabetes or other disabilities are among 
the most vulnerable.  

 
6. Is a major source of black carbon soot fine particulates, which are bundled 

with cancer-causing and hormone-disrupting chemicals.  
 

7. Is implicated in reproductive birth defects and childhood diseases 
including asthma, pneumonia, cancer, autism, Asperger's Syndrome, 
allergies and other disorders. 

 
8. Interferes with the seeding of rain and moisture in clouds, and also 

accelerates the melting of glaciers (www.burningissues.org/car-
www/science/Climate/index.html) and 
www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/apr/20/black-carbon-emissions). 

 
9. Burning wood is an increasingly serious fire hazard. Please don’t burn 

wood! 
 

 
For more information, contact  info@takebacktheair.com 
Website:  www.takebacktheair.com 

http://www.burningissues.org/car-www/science/Climate/index.html
http://www.burningissues.org/car-www/science/Climate/index.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/apr/20/black-carbon-emissions
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
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JOIN OUR NEW NETWORK! 

 
Our cause has gained great momentum, with more people joining the 

anti-wood smoke efforts weekly. Our focus now is to help everyone 

connect with others near us nation-wide in the US and Canada. 

We must unite in pressuring our municipalities and governments 

toward wood smoke regulations as soon as possible. 

Therefore, I am looking for Volunteer Wood Smoke Coordinators in 

EVERY STATE & PROVINCE to field and manage wood smoke 

complaints and issues in their own state or province. 

The goal is to share information nation-wide and to focus on wood 

smoke regulation. 

I think it’s safe to say that anyone reading this newsletter probably has 

issues with wood smoke. 

If you are willing to give your name and email address so we can form a 

visible network please email Shirley or Julie. 

Perhaps you would be willing to help with letter writing, flyer passing, 

etc. No money is required, just a willingness to be someone others can 

contact for support or more involvement.  

Contact Julie at info@takebacktheair.com if you would like your name 

to appear on our state/province–wide contacts page or if you’d like to 

become your state or province’s “representative” to coordinate contacts 

within your state or province. Contact Julie, also, if you’d like to learn 

who else is fighting wood smoke in your area and if you want concrete 

suggestions on how to get results. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
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Network Representative List 
(Blank lines are yet to be filled) 

 

Alberta      

BC nomorewoodsmoke@hotmail.com  Frank 

Manitoba   

New 

Brunswick 

  

Newfoundland   

Nova Scotia   

Ontario    s.brandie@hotmail.com

lewp@sent.com  

Shirley 
Alexa 

Prince Edward 

Island 

  

Quebec giulia.dalesio@hotmail.com   Giulia 

Saskatchewan   

Alabama   

Alaska   

Arizona   

Arkansas   

California   dervissdesign@verizon.net Michelle 

Colorado   ithomsen@yahoo.com Ian 

Connecticut   

Delaware   

Florida    sfmada@aol.com Sherri 

Georgia   

Hawaii admin@mcs-america.org Sal 

Idaho   

Illinois   dirtyaviston@ymail.com Dirty 

Aviston 

Indiana   cleanairlaporte2@gmail.com Jim 

mailto:nomorewoodsmoke@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:lewp@sent.com
mailto:giulia.dalesio@hotmail.com
mailto:dervissdesign@verizon.net
mailto:ithomsen@yahoo.com
mailto:sfmada@aol.com
mailto:dirtyaviston@ymail.com
mailto:cleanairlaporte2@gmail.com
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Iowa   mhhensel@earthlink.net Harold 

Kansas   

Kentucky   

Louisiana   

Maine   egrolimund@msn.com Ernest 

Maryland   

Massachusetts   s.brandie@hotmail.com Shirley 

Michigan   redNO2sky@freedomofair.info Tom 

Minnesota mellum.julie@gmail.com  Julie 

Missouri   

Montana   

Nebraska    karenfillman@neb.rr.com

 

   ramonaelisabeth@neb.rr.com

Karen 

 

Ramona 

Nevada   

New 

Hampshire 

  gefrich@comcast.net George 

New Jersey   1bc2r@optonline.net Diane 

New Mexico   dan@healthylivingspaces.com Dan 

New York   bjlich@live.com Clean Air 

Rights for 

Everyone 

North Carolina   

North Dakota   

Ohio   

Oklahoma   

Oregon   info@takebacktheair.com Julie 

Pennsylvania kss52@comcast.net  Karen 

Rhode Island   rifca08@yahoo.com Rhode 

Island 

 

SouthCarolina   

mailto:mhhensel@earthlink.net
mailto:egrolimund@msn.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:redNO2sky@freedomofair.info
mailto:mellum.julie@gmail.com
mailto:karenfillman@neb.rr.com
mailto:ramonaelisabeth@neb.rr.com
mailto:gefrich@comcast.net
mailto:1bc2r@optonline.net
mailto:dan@healthylivingspaces.com
mailto:bjlich@live.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
mailto:kss52@comcast.net
mailto:rifca08@yahoo.com
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South Dakota   

Tennessee s.brandie@hotmail.com    Shirley 

Texas   

Utah   

Vermont   biomass.greenwash@gmail.com Josh 

Virginia   

Washington   NeedCleanAir@Rocketmail.com L. Kunish 

West Virginia   

Wisconsin   wkwsan@hotmail.com Linda 

Wyoming   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:biomass.greenwash@gmail.com
mailto:NeedCleanAir@Rocketmail.com
mailto:wkwsan@hotmail.com
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 All burning results in very fine micro particulates and there is no safe level of 
this asbestos sized, dangerous air pollutant. Solid fuels, such as pellets and 
especially wood, produce more smoke and emit more fine particulate air 
pollutants than cleaner fuels such as gas and electricity.  
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Bylaws & Bans 

**I am beginning to compile a list of municipalities that are 

acting on wood smoke emissions. Please send me a link to any 

that you find to be added to the list.** 

Golden, BRITISH COLUMBIA-  passed a bylaw prohibiting the 

installation of any solid fuel burning appliance (Bylaw # 1150). 

Hampstead, QUEBEC - banned all new installations of wood stoves and 

ordered existing wood stoves to be removed within 7 years. (Bylaw # 729-2) 

Montreal, QUEBEC (Apr. 29/2009) - no further installation of any wood 

burning stoves or fireplaces. 

Suffolk, NEW JERSEY - bans all OWBs within 1000 feet of another house. 

Stillwater, MINNESOTA - bans all wood burning or boiling stoves - 

existing and future (March 11, 2010). 

Pleasant Prairie, WISCONSIN - bans all new outdoor wood furnaces and 

wood boilers. 

Savage City, MINNESOTA - prohibits outdoor wood boilers (OWBs). 

Burnsville, MINNESOTA - banned OWBs December 2008. 

New Prague, MINNESOTA - total ban on OWBs. 

Grand Forks, BRITISH COLUMBIA - The bylaw states that “no person 

shall create a nuisance using a wood burning appliance in such a way as to 

disturb the health and comfort of two or more persons from separate 

dwellings.” Enforcement would be complaint driven and fines could be up 

to $500. 

Houston, BRITISH COLUMBIA - requires uncertified appliances to be 

removed by 2010. 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
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St. Thomas, ONTARIO - prohibits the use of outdoor fireplaces including 

wood boilers and chimeneas. 

Sarnia, ONTARIO - has set stringent restrictions on setback distances for 

outdoor boiler operations from the nearest dwellings and property lines. 

Nation, ONTARIO - outdoor wood boiler specifications have been set 

which include minimum lot sizes, distance from property lines and 

distances from property buildings. 

Elmira, NEW YORK - Ban on smoke and other deleterious fumes that 

cross property lines onto the property of another. Fines are $250 for a 

second offence or a jail term. Best  ban in the country! 

Marion, IOWA -prohibits new outdoor wood-burning boilers within city 

limits and to regulate existing setups. All existing boilers must be 

registered by Jan. 1; have smokestacks two feet higher than any residential 

roof within 300 feet of the system; and be removed when the property 

changes hands. 

CONNECTICUT - Avon, Granby, Tolland, Hebron, Woodbridge, South 

Windsor, Portland, Norfolk, Ridgefield, Haddam, Cheshire, West 

Hartford, Hamden, North Haven and New Fairfield – 17 towns have 

banned outdoor wood furnaces in order to protect the health and property 

values of their citizens. 

Inver Grove Heights, MINNESOTA - Nov. 15, 2010 - council bans all 

OWBs. All OWBs must be removed from properties by Oct. 01, 2011. 
  

The STATE of WASHINGTON - has laws to address neighbor's wood 

smoke. According to the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency, “generating 

excessive smoke is not only unneighborly, it’s illegal. Under state 

regulations, smoke from a person’s chimney cannot exceed 20 percent 

opacity for six consecutive minutes. Greater smoke densities could result in 

fines from air pollution control officials. It is always illegal to smoke out 

your neighbor. Everyone has a right to breathe clean air. If smoke from 

your fire is affecting your neighbors, it is considered a nuisance and 

subject to enforcement action.” 

Salmon Arm, BRITISH COLUMBIA -  No person shall install an Outdoor 

Solid-Fuel Combustion Appliance in or about any premises. 
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Huron East, ONTARIO - Bylaw passed - all new OWB's to have minimum 

setback allowances and lot sizes. A great improvement over what they had 

before – nothing. 

Nappanee - Bans  Outdoor Wood Furnaces 

Twinsburg, OHIO - Council voted 7-0 in favor of adding outdoor 
wood-burning furnaces or boilers to a list of items that are restricted. 

Marion County, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

Evansville, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

Long Beach, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

City of LaPorte, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

Michigan City, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

Butler, INDIANA – Bans OWBs within city limits. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://twinsburg.patch.com/articles/outdoor-wood-furnaces-may-get-smoked-out-in-twinsburg
http://twinsburg.patch.com/articles/outdoor-wood-furnaces-may-get-smoked-out-in-twinsburg
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Editorial 
 

April … The saying goes that April showers bring May flowers. The 

showers bring more than just flowers. The stench of wood smoke hangs even 

closer causing many of us to have continuing serious health problems. April 

seems to be the time of the year that most look forward to but the uplifting 

mood of anticipating outdoor activities again is dampened when we take a 

step out the door and find ourselves heading straight back inside to avoid the 

smoke. 

 

On the other hand, the burner is busily feeding his stove knowing that soon 

he will have to hold back on the burning as people already see him as a 

problem burner and he doesn’t want any more trouble. He will sneak in all 

those incriminating woods such as plywood, painted wood, treated wood, 

etc. so that they are not visible in his yard when the weather warms up. You 

will notice varying smells as he goes about doing this. This is an ideal time 

to make those calls to have someone come to see and SMELL what you are 

forced to live with. Use this opportunity. Work diligently to get the burning 

stopped. 

 

This is also the idea time to speak to your mayor and council member so that 

they can begin work to create a ‘nuisance smoke’ bylaw. It takes time to 

create the bylaw and getting the bylaw in place before next heating season 

will spare you from yet another year of smoke invasion. 

 

Do not be afraid of what the burner says or does. If he gets threatening then 

report him to the police. Ignore what you can and deal with what you cannot 

ignore. Your health is much more important than his “need to burn”. 

 

If you don’t take action you are pretty much guaranteed another year of not 

being able to open your windows, enjoy your outdoor activities or even to 

breathe clean air in your own home. 

 

You have rights… use them! 

 

Shirley 
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BOZO of the Month 

 
In my opinion 

 
Spallumcheen, B.C. 

  

According to their web site, Spallumcheen is “Supported by a vibrant 

industrial park, experience the oldest and largest municipality in the southern 

Interior of British Columbia”. 

 

According to some emails I have received it is not only the oldest 

municipality it is also the smokiest! 

 

What a shame that this community has decided to remain as is and allow 

outdated methods to continue in spite of the harm it does to the residents. 

 

The issue of wood smoke being a health hazard is well-known but 

apparently the leaders of this community do not read or do not care. 

 

 

  

Bylaw amendments…. Have they heard of them? 

 

Shirley 
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2nd BOZO of the Month 

 
In my opinion 

Port Alberni, Vancouver Island, B.C. 
  

According to their web site, Port Alberni has “Surging rivers filled with 

salmon and trout compete for attention with a rain forest of giant trees 

towering more than 61 m (200 ft) into the heavens.” 

 

It appears that they also have “surging” wood smoke from those trees being 

burned causing heartache and sickness for many of the residents. 

 

Complaints were ignored and, with all the options available to council, they 

created a “VOLUNTARY nuisance smoke bylaw”! Imagine that. Really, do 

you think a burner will voluntarily stop burning when the air quality is bad? 

When will they realize that it is the burning of wood that contributes to the 

majority of particles floating in the air that cause these “bad air quality” 

days? It’s such a shame to see a beautiful area like this permeated with toxic 

wood smoke! 

 

Can you believe that they are holding a Burn it Smart Work Shop giving a 

chance for someone to win $300 and a CORD of WOOD?????  

Click here to see the insanity. 

  

Bylaw amendments…. Have they heard of them? 

 

Shirley 
 

http://www.portalberni.ca/
http://www2.canada.com/albernivalleytimes/news/story.html?id=2455ee2d-0f22-4a85-a0ac-a728abb0d505
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Port Alberni photos 

 

  

  

 

To be forced to live in smoky conditions such as these 

photos show is completely ridiculous when bylaws can be 

created to spare residents from the stench and noxious 

smoke emitted by a neighbor’s wood burning appliance. 

 

Residential burning is the cause of many health-related 

problems and is so unnecessary in this day and age when 

there are other less-polluting options available. 
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Photos and Videos 

  
 

 

  

 

  

  

  
 

To see some photos that victims of wood smoke have sent click here 
 

To have your own photo listed, send an email to: s.brandie@hotmail.com  

 

 

Just a few photos to show to your public officials and others you want to convince 
that only a ban on smoke release will change this! 

Click here for videos 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/other_photos.htm
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Videos.htm
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LINKS & MORE 

 
Click here for a heart-breaking story & video of a family subjected to wood smoke. 
 

 

Click here to see Clive Stott’s peaceful, but meaningful protest of forestry burning 

in Australia. 
 
My PowerPoint Show         Video sent by email           Chase, B.C. video 

  

 

 

  

Wood 

Burner 

Smoke 

 
Editor’s Site 

 
   

 

 

 
cleanairtas.com 

 

 

 
 

Freedom of 

Air 

 

  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

RAWSEP 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/lynn_smoke.wmv
http://woodburnersmoke.net/smoke_001.WMV
http://woodburnersmoke.net/smoke_001.WMV
http://woodburnersmoke.net/PPT/where_theres_smoke_theres_ire.ppt
http://woodburnersmoke.net/lagrange_new_york.wmv
http://www.canadiancleanairalliance.ca/chase_bc.wmv
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://www.cleanairtas.com/
http://cleanairtas.com/phpbb/index.php?sid=d0cdd088e05532fcb7232cf8c0e6e359
http://freedomofair.webs.com/
http://freedomofair.webs.com/
http://rawsep.wordpress.com/
http://noccawood.ca/
http://www.CanadianCleanAirAlliance.ca
http://freedomofair.webs.com/
http://breathehealthyair.blogspot.com/
http://takebacktheair.com/index.html
http://www.ehhi.org/
http://coalitionagainstwoodburning.com
http://BurningIssues.org
http://rawsep.wordpress.com/
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Moms for Clean Air 
 

 

 
Families for Clean Air 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://momsforcleanair.net/Home_Page.php
http://www.familiesforcleanair.org/
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 “Burning 2 cords of wood produces the same amount of 
 mutagenic (capable of causing cell mutations that can 
 cause cancer) particles as driving 13 gasoline-powered 
 cars 10,000 miles each at 20 miles/gallon. These 
 figures indicate that the worst contribution that an 
 individual is likely to make to the mutagenicity of the air  
 is using a wood stove for heating, followed by a diesel 
 car.” (Dr. Joellen Lewtas, Contribution of Source 
 Emissions of the Mutagenicity of Ambient Urban Air 
 Particles. U.S., EPA, #91-131.6, 1991) 
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Canadian Action Activities 
 

Wood smoke is a major problem in all of America and Canada. 

National efforts are gaining momentum. Regardless of where we live, 

our actions should focus on getting our national governments to 

regulate wood smoke. To make an impact, if each reader calls or emails 

each of these contacts, we can move mountains.  

Go for it now! 

 
 

Health Canada assesses scientific evidence about the health effects of wood smoke 

and makes this information available to Canadians.  Health Canada is also working 

with other government departments to determine the best ways to minimize risks 

associated with wood smoke.   

In addition, Health Canada is a contributor to the Burn it Smart! Campaign 

sponsored by Natural Resources Canada. 

 

Environment Canada:    www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair  

Health Canada:    air@hc-sc.gc.ca 
Air Health Effects Division, Safe Environments Program, Health Canada 

400 Cooper Street Ottawa, ON K1A 0K9 Telephone: (613) 957-1876 

 

Natural Resources Canada Burn it Smart! Sir William Logan Building, 

11th Floor, 580 Booth Street, Ottawa, ON K1A 0E4 

 

Write or email to your local council & MPs to request that they create or amend a 

bylaw to cover nuisance smoke. Preferably, a ban on all wood burning in residential 

areas. 

          ____________________________________________________________ 

 

The Ontario Ministry of the Environment has released the latest news on Smog 

http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/air/smog/index.php  

 

          ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Click here for the Canadian Bill of Rights You can apply for a review here. 

  

http://www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair
mailto:air@hc-sc.gc.ca
http://www.burnitsmart.org/english/index.html
http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/air/smog/index.php
http://www.eco.on.ca/eng/index.php/environmental-bill-of-rights/about-the-ebr/your-rights-under-the-ebr/apply-for-a-review.php
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U.S. Action Activities 

 
URGENT—Immediate Action ALWAYS Needed 

 
A new EPA-certified wood stove promotion gives a 30% tax credit and a 

huge discount to the public. It is being funded by stimulus money from 

the US government. This flies in the face of the known hazards of wood 

smoke that the EPA acknowledges on their website. If we don’t stop our 

states’ stimulus money from funding this major promotion, it will be 

next to impossible to regulate or ban wood burning in any form.  

 

If you have never protested wood smoke or called your public officials 

before, this is the time to do it!   

 
 Contact your US Senators and Representatives, as well as your state 

Senators and Representatives and City Council members.  Ask them 

to see that the stimulus money does not go towards this 

promotion.  It is crucial to let your elected officials know that you 

don’t want the stimulus money used for this promotion in your 

community—but only to apply to gas or electric 

technology.  (California has a change-out program that only allows 

swap-outs to gas or electric.)   

 

 Let them know that wood smoke is a major health hazard and is a 
major contributor to global warming. 

 

 Send an email to others and ask them for their help too.  (See 

suggested email below). 

 

 Be sure to call your US legislators and State legislators and City 

Council Members, to alert them to the problem and asking for their 

help too in keeping new EPA certified wood burning equipment out 

of your community, even if a state-wide promotion allows them. 

 

 If we don’t stop this unthinkable promotion, there is little hope for a 

healthy legacy for our children and grandchildren.  

 
 



 

37  

 

 

Action #1- Suggested message for calling and emailing U.S. legislators 

and state legislators.  Please also relay on to others and urge them to 

contact others.  

 _________________________ 

 

Date: 

 
Dear (elected official): 

 
Please use your influence to disallow stimulus money to be used for EPA 

wood stove promotion in (your state and/or your community.)  

 

According to the EPA’s own website, wood smoke is a killer responsible 

for premature deaths nation-wide at a rate of 3% of the total deaths 

every year from fine particle pollution. (Harvard School of Public 

Health).  That is close to 73,000 people in the U.S. each year--an 

epidemic!  Wood smoke is extremely hazardous for children, the elderly 

and especially those with asthma.  Asthma is already the number one 

reason for school absenteeism.  It is even implicated in sudden infant 

death syndrome.   

 
Our states are looking for ways to limit fine particulate pollution and 

better air quality.  This should be a “no-brainer.” Wood smoke emits 

over 9,600 % more lead than natural gas, according to the EPA’s own 

data.  It also emits arsenic, mercury, formaldehyde, polyaromatic 

hydrocarbons and dioxins, persistent organic compounds that do not 

break down in the environment or in human lungs, crops, soil and water 

supply.  See http://BurningIssues.org for the facts.  

  

Please do not allow stimulus money to be used for promoting more 

pollution. 

 

(Sign your name and contact info) 

 

_____________________________ 

  
 

http://burningissues.org/
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About the Editors: 
 

 

 

Shirley Brandie 

   

Ontario Director of Canadian Clean Air 

Alliance http://canadiancleanairalliance.ca  

 

She is retired from a medical laboratory 

and currently doing in-depth research on 

the effects of wood smoke on health and 

the environment.  

 

Web site: http://WoodBurnerSmoke.net  

 

  Minneapolis Julie Mellum

 Julie is a Realtor who knows that wood smoke devalues real 

estate as a “material fact” that can affect a potential buyer’s 

use and enjoyment of your property.  She continually 

researches the latest science on wood smoke and is a member 

of the Edina, MN Community Health Committee.     

Web site: Take Back the Air 

 

If you would like to have your wood smoke story published, click here to 

email it. 

 

* We do not accept responsibility for errors in articles submitted for 

publication. It is the responsibility of the author to ensure the facts are, 

to the best of their knowledge, correct. ** 

** Please note that articles submitted for publication may be edited for 

grammar, punctuation and sentence structure. 

Send an email to s.brandie@hotmail.com  to be added to the mailing 

list. 

 

 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
http://canadiancleanairalliance.ca/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
http://www.takebacktheair.com/
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com

