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Welcome! 

We hope that this newsletter will give you the information and inspiration 

you need to regain clean air to breathe and eliminate the wood burning that 

is affecting your health and your home environment. 

Please pass this issue on to others in need of help and suggest that they 

send an email to s.brandie@hotmail.com to be added to the mailing list. 

   

 

 

    

  

  

  

 

 

 

**** A doctor’s letter verifying how wood smoke compromises 

your health or public health in general would be beneficial in 

showing that wood smoke truly is doing damage to you.**** 
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Mission Statement 

Our mission is to educate all citizens about wood smoke as a 
major form of hazardous air pollution that affects our health, 
our home, the use of our property, water, crops, livestock, 
the environment, and climate change. We urge citizens 
everywhere to work with their elected officials to name wood 
smoke a public nuisance and create bans/by-laws to finally 
end the devastating effects of residential wood smoke.• 
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WOOD SMOKE ISSUES 
  

 
 

Fighting Wood Smoke 
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Grassroots to Government 
Level 
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Newsworthy Links 
 

Erin Brockovich fights Utah incinerator 

 

Excerpt:  "I am here today to be your support, to be a cheerleader and to tell you 

positively, without a shadow of doubt, you are on the right track. You are doing the right 

thing," Brockovich told protesters. 
  

 

Physicians Group targets fireplaces and fuel burning stoves 

Excerpt: "Wood smoke is an extremely toxic, public health hazard," he said, pointing to 

Environmental Protection Agency numbers that show lifetime exposure to wood smoke is 

12 times greater than being exposed to the equivalent amount of secondhand smoke.  

 

 
 100% Polluted New Zealand 

 

Excerpt: New Zealand has a marketing brand called 100% Pure New Zealand, which is 

all about promoting how clean and green New Zealand is to the world. Which would be 

wonderful if New Zealand actually was clean and green, like it should be. 

So I give to you a new brand for New Zealand in the hope that we clean up our act. 

  

 Links regarding States intending to sue the EPA 

 

All the Notices of Intent to sue EPA. 

 

Here is an American Lung Association document.     

 

Plenty of States 
  
  
   
  
  

http://www.sfgate.com/news/science/article/Erin-Brockovich-fights-Utah-incinerator-4852525.php
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865587459/Physicians-group-targets-fireplaces-stoves-and-outdoor-grills.html?pg=1
http://cleanairnz.com/2013/08/10/100-polluted-new-zealand/
http://www.epa.gov/ogc/noi.html
http://www.epa.gov/ogc/NOIdocuments/ALAgroupsNOI_08012103.pdf
https://www.google.com/search?sourceid=navclient&aq=hts&oq=&ie=UTF-8&rlz=1T4DKUS_enUS311US311&q=sue+epa+wood+smoke
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For The Media - Press Release 

Complaint filed 

Enviro complaint 

  

 
  
  
  
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/Complaint%20Filed%201.pdf
http://woodburnersmoke.net/01_Enviro_Complaint_10-9-2013_1.pdf
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Getting Ahead 

 By: Vic Steblin September 13, 2013 

Humans are successful because we recognize opportunities to get ahead. To get ahead or 

become rich takes hard work and luck or we had fortunate parents. But notice how many 

passenger pigeons, bison or salmon are left once humans use opportunities to get ahead. 

The penguins of Antarctica would be long gone by now if we could have easily got down 

there. 

Clean air is no different. Why not get ahead by using the clean air? Fill our air with wood 

smoke since burning wood is cheaper than other sources. Burners claim that they are only 

looking after themselves and their families and of course families come first. 

 

Using wood for home heat would be fine if only there weren't so many of us. History also 

promotes wood heat since there was no decent alternative in the cavemen and pioneer 

days. And of course wood burning is supposed to be clean, green and cheap especially if 

you are in the wood burning business. 

 

There are a few considerate ones who try to preserve clean air by wearing warm clothes 

in a colder house, or using more expensive systems like geothermal, electricity and 

natural gas. I guess it takes a selfish wood burner using up the clean air to really get 

ahead in modern society. Wood burners do not care about others. 
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KNOW YOUR SMOKE:  Wood smoke itself contains many proven 
carcinogens, as well as “probable” carcinogens.  It is misleading to say that 
“wood smoke is a probable carcinogen”, because it contains a host of 
deadly toxins that are cancer-causing and hormone-disrupting.  These 
include lead, mercury, arsenic, benzene, and dioxin(s), to name a few. 
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The continuing saga of Port Alberni, B.C. 

In my opinion, little has changed there even though the Fire Department has 

continued with efforts to inform people about the proper way to burn and the 

materials that can be burned. 

From what I see, in the pictures below, is one heck of a lot of wood smoke affecting 

neighbors. Why? Is it more important to allow people to fill their neighbor’s 

property with wood smoke than it is to protect everyone’s health? I just don’t get it. 

Where are the town officials? Don’t they see or smell the smoke? They can continue 

to say that it is not their responsibility, but it is. They are amiss in their duties, in my 

opinion. 

For those that want to send comments, after viewing the photos below, please email 

to: ken_watson@portalberni.ca  

  

mailto:ken_watson@portalberni.ca
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This was received just recently 

(Many thanks to the sender!) 

October 11, 2013 
 
In April, 2013, you published information about prescribed and other types of 
burning.  The information was downloaded from the EPA's National Emissions 
Inventory (NEI) of 2008 that can be found here:  
http://www.epa.gov/ttn/chief/net/2008inventory.html    EPA does the NEI 
every three years.  

 
FRESH DATA 
 
In late September, 2013, the EPA published Version 1 of their 2011 Emissions 
data.  I include their caveat below (with my highlights).  In other words, they're 
sort of still working on it, so some of the numbers might change.  
____________________________________________________________________ 
The Caveat: 

2011 National Emissions Inventory Data 

The data posted at this site will include only the latest version of the 2011 NEI. This webpage 

should not be used as a reference for past versions of the NEI, and users wanting a record of 

data used in their analysis should archive and document those inventories to meet their own 

archival needs. Users should not assume that the data posted on this site will stay the same as 

the data they use at a given point in time. 

____________________________________________________________________ 

The new 2011 data is at: 
http://www.epa.gov/ttn/chief/net/2011inventory.html . This website is the 
gateway to enormous amounts of data. You can download data from this 
website and save it as an Excel spreadsheet.    
 
It's important to understand that EPA doesn't drive around the country sniffing 
the air.  It's done with modeling, so it's close, but not perfect.    
 
Here is a link concerning the draft documentation for the 2008 NEI:     
http://www.epa.gov/ttnchie1/net/2008neiv2/2008_neiv2_tsd_draft.pdf   Best 
of all it decrypts the acronyms and discusses the processes of the NEI.   
Apparently 2011's documentation will be available later.  
 

http://www.epa.gov/ttn/chief/net/2008inventory.html
http://www.epa.gov/ttn/chief/net/2011inventory.html
http://www.epa.gov/ttnchie1/net/2008neiv2/2008_neiv2_tsd_draft.pdf
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Also, please look towards the bottom of that above 2011 EPA webpage for 
detailed explanations. I think it's great that EPA presents all this data to the 
general public. Nerds like me just love this stuff!! 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 
I downloaded several spreadsheets, sorted them and then imported them into 
MS Word.   What follows is a sampler.     
 
Below is a graph of PM2.5 data for the entire U.S. showing the changes from 
years 2008 to 2011.   Notice how PM 2.5 produced by residential wood burning 
and agricultural and prescribed burns increased 30%.   That's discouraging. 
 

 
 
Below is that same data in chart form: 
 

United States 
PM 2.5 Tons in 

2008 
PM 2.5 Tons in 

2011 

      

Fires - Prescr & Agric & Res.Wood 
Burning 1,109,620.512 1,452,269.27 

Fires - Wildfires 998,604.758 1,266,801.41 

Dust 1,311,902.659 1,263,989.24 

Agricult - Crops, Livestock 930,446.380 897,582.45 

U.S. PM 2.5 Tons by Source, 2008 and 2011
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Mobile 540,345.692 416,174.06 

Industrial Processes 411,970.523 325,277.52 

Fuel Comb - Electricity 303,089.400 201,750.61 

Fuel Comb Industrial 124,920.832 183,955.26 

Waste Disposal 205,342.343 172,421.39 

Commercial Cooking 86,000.050 83,771.41 

Fuel Comb Institutional 15,062.701 25,981.43 

Fuel Comb Residential, not wood 11,993.439 9,745.63 

Solvents 3,795.672 4,012.05 

Misc non Ind 3,174.611 2,050.34 

Bulk Gas Terminals 87.812 18.97 

Gas Stations 6.157 1.45 

      

  6,056,363.54 6,305,802.50 

 
 
Below, PM 2.5 for EPA Region 1 (Northeast) plus NY and NJ shows that 
Residential Wood Burning in NY tops the chart for biggest emitter of PM 2.5.  
Again, this is just the top rows of the spreadsheet. 
 
http://www.epa.gov/ttn/chief/net/2011inventory.html    

EPA Region 1 plus NY and NJ, Counties, PM2.5 sorted descending by Emissions  

     

STATE EI_SECTOR POLLUTANT_NAME YEAR EMISSIONS 

    TONS 

NY Fuel Comb - Residential - Wood PM2.5 Primary (Filt 
+ Cond) 

2011 23,002.55 

MA Dust - Unpaved Road Dust PM2.5 Primary (Filt 
+ Cond) 

2011 11,108.96 

MA Fuel Comb - Residential - Wood PM2.5 Primary (Filt 
+ Cond) 

2011 10,583.62 

NY Dust - Unpaved Road Dust PM2.5 Primary (Filt 
+ Cond) 

2011 10,101.89 

NY Dust - Paved Road Dust PM2.5 Primary (Filt 
+ Cond) 

2011 9,143.00 

NY Agriculture - Crops & Livestock Dust PM2.5 Primary (Filt 
+ Cond) 

2011 7,454.05 

NJ Fuel Comb - Residential - Wood PM2.5 Primary (Filt 
+ Cond) 

2011 7,051.80 

VT Fuel Comb - Residential - Wood PM2.5 Primary (Filt 
+ Cond) 

2011 6,892.56 

CT Fuel Comb - Residential - Wood PM2.5 Primary (Filt 
+ Cond) 

2011 6,762.24 

ME Fuel Comb - Residential - Wood PM2.5 Primary (Filt 
+ Cond) 

2011 6,315.96 

NH Fuel Comb - Residential - Wood PM2.5 Primary (Filt 
+ Cond) 

2011 5,830.11 

NY Waste Disposal PM2.5 Primary (Filt 
+ Cond) 

2011 5,372.25 

NY Commercial Cooking PM2.5 Primary (Filt 
+ Cond) 

2011 4,988.47 
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NJ Dust - Paved Road Dust PM2.5 Primary (Filt 
+ Cond) 

2011 4,792.16 

NY Mobile - On-Road Diesel Heavy Duty 
Vehicles 

PM2.5 Primary (Filt 
+ Cond) 

2011 3,754.92 

NY Mobile - On-Road Gasoline Light Duty 
Vehicles 

PM2.5 Primary (Filt 
+ Cond) 

2011 3,592.13 

NY Mobile - Non-Road Equipment - Diesel PM2.5 Primary (Filt 
+ Cond) 

2011 3,455.41 

NY Fuel Comb - Industrial Boilers, ICEs - Coal PM2.5 Primary (Filt 
+ Cond) 

2011 2,888.83 

 
 
For Minnesota counties, below is PM 2.5 sorted descending by source ("EI 
Sector"), just the top rows:  
 
 
http://www.epa.gov/ttn/chief/net/2011inventory.html    

Minnesota PM2.5,  sorted descending by Emissions    

State County Name EI_sector Pollutant_name Emissions 
tons 

Year 

MN Lake Fires - Wildfires PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

40,152.97 2011 

MN Roseau Fires - Wildfires PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

7,956.75 2011 

MN St. Louis Industrial Processes - Ferrous 
Metals 

PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

3,731.67 2011 

MN Beltrami Fires - Prescribed Fires PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

3,428.95 2011 

MN Kittson Fires - Wildfires PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

2,742.75 2011 

MN Carlton Fuel Comb - Residential - 
Wood 

PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

2,159.25 2011 

MN Marshall Fires - Prescribed Fires PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

1,904.32 2011 

MN Renville Agriculture - Crops & 
Livestock Dust 

PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

1,780.50 2011 

MN Crow Wing Fuel Comb - Residential - 
Wood 

PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

1,747.86 2011 

MN Polk Fires - Agricultural Field 
Burning 

PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

1,700.98 2011 

MN St. Louis Industrial Processes - Mining PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

1,624.90 2011 

MN Freeborn Agriculture - Crops & 
Livestock Dust 

PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

1,517.51 2011 

MN Hennepin Fuel Comb - Industrial 
Boilers, ICEs - Biomass 

PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

1,498.26 2011 

MN Hennepin Fuel Comb - Residential - 
Wood 

PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

1,394.88 2011 

MN Stearns Agriculture - Crops & 
Livestock Dust 

PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

1,370.08 2011 

MN Clay Agriculture - Crops & 
Livestock Dust 

PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

1,361.08 2011 

MN Yellow Agriculture - Crops & PM2.5 Primary 1,328.46 2011 
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Medicine Livestock Dust (Filt + Cond) 

MN Norman Agriculture - Crops & 
Livestock Dust 

PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

1,312.24 2011 

MN Polk Agriculture - Crops & 
Livestock Dust 

PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

1,304.37 2011 

MN Martin Agriculture - Crops & 
Livestock Dust 

PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

1,303.01 2011 

MN Blue Earth Agriculture - Crops & 
Livestock Dust 

PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

1,299.17 2011 

MN Faribault Agriculture - Crops & 
Livestock Dust 

PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

1,294.10 2011 

MN Stevens Agriculture - Crops & 
Livestock Dust 

PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

1,287.35 2011 

MN Itasca Fuel Comb - Residential - 
Wood 

PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

1,255.22 2011 

MN Olmsted Fuel Comb - Residential - 
Wood 

PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

1,236.32 2011 

MN Stearns Fuel Comb - Residential - 
Wood 

PM2.5 Primary 
(Filt + Cond) 

1,214.66 2011 

 
If you think Florida's air is clean, think again.  Below is PM 2.5 for Florida, 
sorted descending by emissions, just the top rows of counties and the sources. 
Please note that the dominant contributor is Prescribed Fires.  
 
http://www.epa.gov/ttn/chief/net/2011inventory.html     

Florida, PM2.5, Counties, all Sectors, sorted descending by Emissions    

      

State County EI Sector Pollutant 
Name 

Emissions 
Tons 

Year 

      

FL Charlotte Fires - Prescribed Fires PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

4,309.98 2011 

FL Osceola Fires - Prescribed Fires PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

3,955.50 2011 

FL Palm Beach Fuel Comb - Industrial Boilers, ICEs - Other PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

3,127.17 2011 

FL Polk Fires - Prescribed Fires PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

2,602.60 2011 

FL Palm Beach Fires - Prescribed Fires PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

2,551.90 2011 

FL Miami-Dade Fuel Comb - Industrial Boilers, ICEs - Biomass PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

2,530.84 2011 

FL Franklin Fires - Prescribed Fires PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

2,457.83 2011 

FL Gadsden Fires - Prescribed Fires PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

2,309.68 2011 

FL Collier Fires - Wildfires PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

2,253.78 2011 

FL Liberty Fires - Prescribed Fires PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

2,152.23 2011 

FL Citrus Fuel Comb - Electric Generation - Coal PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

2,136.86 2011 

http://www.epa.gov/ttn/chief/net/2011inventory.html
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FL Pinellas Fuel Comb - Industrial Boilers, ICEs - Biomass PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

2,111.19 2011 

FL Okaloosa Fires - Prescribed Fires PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

2,028.56 2011 

FL Collier Fires - Prescribed Fires PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

1,969.23 2011 

FL Orange Fuel Comb - Industrial Boilers, ICEs - Biomass PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

1,958.85 2011 

FL Hendry Fuel Comb - Industrial Boilers, ICEs - Other PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

1,856.46 2011 

FL Walton Fires - Prescribed Fires PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

1,808.79 2011 

FL Santa Rosa Fires - Prescribed Fires PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

1,806.32 2011 

FL Broward Fuel Comb - Industrial Boilers, ICEs - Biomass PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

1,713.92 2011 

FL Palm Beach Fires - Agricultural Field Burning PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

1,691.96 2011 

FL Highlands Fires - Prescribed Fires PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

1,630.73 2011 

FL Jefferson Fires - Prescribed Fires PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

1,610.64 2011 

FL Duval Fuel Comb - Industrial Boilers, ICEs - Biomass PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

1,585.79 2011 

FL Hillsborough Fuel Comb - Industrial Boilers, ICEs - Biomass PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

1,535.89 2011 

FL Marion Fires - Prescribed Fires PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

1,531.39 2011 

FL Wakulla Fires - Prescribed Fires PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

1,495.14 2011 

FL Baker Fires - Prescribed Fires PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

1,475.90 2011 

FL Brevard Fuel Comb - Industrial Boilers, ICEs - Biomass PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

1,471.49 2011 

FL Jackson Fires - Prescribed Fires PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

1,396.98 2011 

FL Leon Fires - Prescribed Fires PM2.5 
Primary 
(Filt + 
Cond) 

1,371.55 2011 

   
The burning of vegetative matter (wood and crops), produces PM 2.5, which is 
unhealthy for our cardiovascular systems and our lungs. This burning also 
produces the Greenhouse Gases (GHG) that affect Mother Earth.    GHG 
information can also be selected and downloaded from the above NEI site. 
    

http://www.epa.gov/ttn/chief/net/2011inventory.html    

U.S. Greenhouse Gases (GHG) sorted descending by Emissions   

    

EI_SECTOR POLLUTANT YEAR EMISSIONS 
TONS 

    

Mobile - On-Road Gasoline Light Duty 
Vehicles 

Carbon Dioxide 2011 1,132,684,773.26 

Mobile - On-Road Diesel Heavy Duty 
Vehicles 

Carbon Dioxide 2011 403,622,022.07 

Fires - Wildfires Carbon Dioxide 2011 153,095,343.54 

Mobile - Non-Road Equipment - Diesel Carbon Dioxide 2011 151,979,384.41 

http://www.epa.gov/ttn/chief/net/2011inventory.html
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Fires - Prescribed Fires Carbon Dioxide 2011 129,633,533.45 

Mobile - On-Road Gasoline Heavy Duty 
Vehicles 

Carbon Dioxide 2011 61,884,246.01 

Mobile - Non-Road Equipment - Gasoline Carbon Dioxide 2011 56,269,839.46 

Mobile - Non-Road Equipment - Other Carbon Dioxide 2011 16,059,854.87 

Mobile - On-Road Diesel Light Duty 
Vehicles 

Carbon Dioxide 2011 12,468,138.28 

Fires - Wildfires Methane 2011 675,701.75 

Fires - Prescribed Fires Methane 2011 490,618.26 

Mobile - On-Road Gasoline Light Duty 
Vehicles 

Methane 2011 87,187.71 

Mobile - On-Road Gasoline Light Duty 
Vehicles 

Nitrous Oxide 2011 53,994.09 

Mobile - On-Road Diesel Heavy Duty 
Vehicles 

Methane 2011 27,955.21 

Mobile - On-Road Gasoline Heavy Duty 
Vehicles 

Methane 2011 6,134.47 

Mobile - On-Road Gasoline Heavy Duty 
Vehicles 

Nitrous Oxide 2011 3,405.77 

Mobile - On-Road Diesel Heavy Duty 
Vehicles 

Nitrous Oxide 2011 553.04 

Mobile - On-Road Diesel Light Duty 
Vehicles 

Methane 2011 403.12 

Mobile - On-Road Diesel Light Duty 
Vehicles 

Nitrous Oxide 2011 38.97 
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Smoked by wood burning? 
 

(Thank you to the sender of this information!) 
 

Below is the "Recipe" for calculating the comparable rate of 
cigarette smoke that emanates from your neighbor's woodsmoking. 
 
California, in their discussions about the beach fire pits, provided 
an interesting comparison of wood smoke to cigarette smoke.   
 
From 
http://www.aqmd.gov/prdas/beachfiremonitoring/SCAQMDpresent
ationNB.pdf   , 
 
One fire event assumed to burn 2 bundles of wood (approx. 32 lbs total)  

 
From 
http://www.aqmd.gov/news1/2013/Fire_Pit_Board_Decision.htm  

The particulate emissions rate per minute from one beach bonfire is equal 

to that from: 

 Three average big-rig diesel trucks; or  
 The secondhand smoke from 800 cigarettes. Wood smoke 

contains many of the same toxic chemicals as secondhand 
cigarette smoke.  

So from California Beach Ring Burning we know that 32 pounds of 
wood are burned in 1 event (assume evening) and that those 32 
pounds of wood produce particulate emissions at a rate per minute 
of secondhand smoke from 800 cigarettes.    

Below is a link to wood weight calculations.   You can see from my 
screen print that a tiny little limb that's 4" in diameter and 6 feet 
long is about 33 pounds, and if burned, would produce about the 
amount of smoke per minute of secondhand smoke from 800 
cigarettes.   

http://www.aqmd.gov/prdas/beachfiremonitoring/SCAQMDpresentationNB.pdf
http://www.aqmd.gov/prdas/beachfiremonitoring/SCAQMDpresentationNB.pdf
http://www.aqmd.gov/news1/2013/Fire_Pit_Board_Decision.htm
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http://www.woodweb.com/cgi-bin/calculators/calc.pl   Log weight 
Calculator  

 

 

Calculator Instructions 

Species:  
            

Oak, Water
 

Small End 
Diameter:  Inches:

4
  

Large End 
Diameter:  Inches:

4
  

Length:      Feet:
6

  

No. of logs 
this size:              

1
 

reset
 

Calculate Now !
 

 

Small End 
Diameter: 4.00  

Large End 
Diameter: 4.00 

Length: 
6.00' 

Quantity: 
1.00 

Estimated 
Weight: 33 

 
 
 
In another example, my neighbor recently burned a small tree, all day, 100 
feet from my house and I was downwind.  Using the above calculator, the log 
(tree) weighed 1447 lbs.  The calculation (1447/32)*800 shows that his burning 
produced smoke per minute equivalent to 36,175 cigarettes.    And, it burned 
for hours and hours.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.woodweb.com/cgi-bin/calculators/calc.pl
http://www.woodweb.com/cgi-bin/calculators/calc.pl#instructions#instructions


 

18  

Some people would say that the smoke goes UP into the atmosphere, but in 
fact that's not necessarily true.  This is due to many factors that are well 
documented by the U.S. Forestry Service.   For example, try Bing or Google:  
forest low intensity smoke  These articles are about prescribed burning, but 
never mind:  smoke is smoke.    
 
 
The smoke from low-temperature fires (they call it "low intensity") in forests 
and residential areas (like my neighborhood), doesn't disperse well because 
there isn't enough heat in the smoke for it to rise into the mixing layer. Also, 
the transport winds are frequently low.  
 
This absence of smoke dispersion is likely also true for OWB's, which smoke a 
lot and function at a low temperature, so the smoke lingers around.    
 
What I'm saying is that there is no way that any environmental or health group 
would allow, 100 feet from my house, the production of secondhand smoke per 
minute from 36,175 cigarettes, so why is such smoking allowed when wood 
burns?     

 

________________________________________ 
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Bylaws & Bans 

The current list of bylaws & bans can be found on my web site: 

http://WoodBurnerSmoke.net  Please send me a link to any that 

you find to be added to the list. 

  

 
 

To see some photos that victims of wood smoke have sent click here 
 
  

 
Click here for links to more information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
http://woodburnersmoke.net/other_photos.htm
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Links.htm


 

20  

Today, as I write this, I am recalling all of you that have emailed 

your stories to me. With each email I vividly recalled the horror that 

my husband and I went through so many years ago. I know exactly 

how you are feeling and cringe at what you may have to go through 

to end the burning that has controlled your every hour of every day. 

 

Some of you have begun legal action and I commend you for that. I 

know that I have warned all of you about the length of time it will 

take, the hours and hours of collecting the evidence needed, the 

search for the attorney that totally believes in you, the legal expenses 

that will drain your bank account, the stress that will encompass you 

and the total shock that you would even be going through something 

like this. But, you CAN do it. Hang in there. It is your home and 

your health that is on the line. 

 

I know some of you have had to list your home for sale as taking the 

legal route is much too expensive and time consuming and you really 

need to get to a safe place where smoke is not coming into your 

house. That makes total sense to me. Your health should be what 

comes first. Quite obviously, you would want to move from the town 

that did nothing to help you and go to one where there are bylaws in 

place to protect you from those that would bully you with wood 

smoke. Be sure to check those bylaws! 

 

I’ve got to know quite a bit about those of you that have emailed to 

me. I find you all to be fair-minded and honest people who have done 

nothing to deserve what has happened to you. Your life has been 

taken over by someone who gets quite a kick out of doing harm to 

you and this should be ended by your municipalities. But, instead 

they have chosen to ignore your pleas for help. Keep on them! 

 

I honestly hurt when I read the things that have been done to so 

many of you. I wish I had a magic wand to end this for you. But, I 

can’t. All I can do is continue to try to get through to people that 

wood smoke is a hazard and it needs to be dealt with. 

 

So, on we go…. 
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BOZO of the Month 

(In my opinion) 

 
Those that turn a blind eye 

 
How many people do you know that turn a blind eye to the sight of wood smoke? Do you 

wonder why they pretend not to notice the smoke? 

I think I know the answer. They are afraid to become involved in an issue that may cause 

them to appear in court as a witness.  Or, they may know the person who is doing the 

burning and are afraid of repercussions. Both may be logical explanations for their lack 

of help when you have spoken to them about the smoke. But, it is ‘fear’ that is at the root. 

 

It makes a person wonder why there are so many people with weak backbones, to put it 

gently, when they know that the smoke is causing great distress for someone. They need 

to think, and think deeply, how they would feel if it was them on the receiving end of 

endless smoke invasion. What would they do if nobody would step forward for them? 

 

We see a lot of this amongst our elected officials. I know of one case where a proposed 

bylaw was actually taken off the council list of unfinished business.  A complete waste of 

taxpayers’ money in having the bylaw written just to try to bury it. It’s a good thing that 

all council members are not duped by ‘missing business”. 

 

It’s difficult to be sympathetic to those that can see a person suffering and yet do nothing 

to help. It soon teaches you to see the true character of a person just by watching and 

listening to what they have to say. 

 

There are too many people who take the easy way out by avoiding anything that might 

make them feel uncomfortable. And yet there are some wonderful people who will go the 

extra mile for you and these are the people of value that will remain forever in your heart. 

Find the right people and you will find the right answers to help end the smoke. Not just 

for you but for all others affected. Remember, a burner will not stop until forced to! 

 

 
 

Shirley 
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Editorial 
  

Preparing for the Holidays ahead 

 
As your thoughts turn to the coming holiday season, with remembrances of the wonderful 

times with family and friends, I’m sure your heart sinks with the knowledge that things 

can never be the same as they were before due to your neighbor’s relentless burning and 

his control over your entire environment. 

 

How can you invite family and friends to visit when you know that you are exposing 

them to the noxious, health-damaging effects of wood smoke? 

Can you call your neighbor and ask that he give you the common decency of a smoke-

free day? You can try, but I wouldn’t. Doing that, as I did once, pretty much guarantees 

that you will have even more wood smoke than before. It is his holiday gift to you! 

 

A burner has complete control of your entire life. He loves to see how you watch out your 

window to see if he is burning or walk out on your property to see the amount of smoke 

or try to capture the smoke on camera. He feels like some kind of magician who can 

change your every emotion with a flip of a lighter. 

 

Can you change him? Not very likely. He will come back at you with a myriad of excuses 

for why he is covering you in smoke. He will use the “tradition” bull-crap and, without a 

doubt, he will tell you it is his “right” to burn. 

 

What can you do? Your Mayor and most council members are so afraid of losing a vote 

that they try to tell you there is nothing that they can do. That is an outright bold-faced 

lie. There are many ways they can end his burning. Remind them that if they do nothing 

to allow you to breathe clean air in your own home that they have lost your vote. 

 

In the meantime, prepare for the worst. Your bullying neighbor is preparing now to give 

you a holiday you’ll never forget. He knows municipal staff are on holiday hours and not 

likely to respond immediately to calls made for help. 

 

Make plans to hold your holiday get-together at someone else’s place this year. 

Remember that your healthy home is not yours any longer. It is the burner’s playground. 

  

 

  

Shirley 
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Photos that show complete disregard of health and yet have not 

been stopped: 
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(The one above was stopped by legal action) 
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The bully behind the badge 
(From a close friend) 

 
We were all taught as children to always trust a cop. We respected them 
above all others. For me, that has changed now. 
 
Living with a cop a few doors away made me feel safe and secure in the 
new home we purchased. He went out of his way to make us feel we were 
welcomed into the neighborhood. There were fish fries and friendly 
activities for months and I thought we were so lucky to have found a home 
in this neighborhood. 
 
That changed, dramatically and without reason or explanation. 
One night we noticed smoke billowing by our windows. Checking out the 
source, we discovered the cop sitting in his front yard with a chimnea 
putting out huge volumes of smoke.  
 
Upon telling him that there is a bylaw prohibiting chimneas he laughed and 
said “Oh, really?”And, with that, he dragged his neighbor’s chimnea over 
next to his and lit a fire in it. The smoke was so thick that we could not see 
across the street. We were devastated.  
 
The next morning, the Fire Department was called and a complaint issued. 
They came to his house and told him that if he does it again he will face a 
judge. They found it unbelievable that a man in his position would risk 
disobeying a bylaw. 
That ended his chimnea burning and our friendship.  
 
He became quietly belligerent and did things that one would not expect of 
an officer of the law. 
He would drive by in his pickup with his son sitting on the edge of the truck 
bed and sometimes with his son and his friends riding in the truck bed. He 
would park illegally as if daring someone to call and complain. At one time, 
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he parked illegally for well over a week before giving up when nobody 
complained. 
 
I am not sure how many of his fellow officers know the true personality of 
this man who seems to have, in my opinion, a deep-seated issue of 
superiority over others and a control issue.  I have heard him try to 
encourage a man to get into a fight with his neighbor with the promise that 
he, himself, would call it in. What kind of man is this? 
 
It is no wonder that he walks with his head down. He is a disgrace to the 
uniform! 
 
The many good officers outweigh the bad. Of that I am certain and it is a 
shame that one officer can fool the others into thinking he upholds his 
profession. 
One can hope that his activities end when he is finally caught in the act of 
disobeying the laws he swore to obey. 
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Legal  Help 

 
**Note to any legal firm that can provide help with residential wood 

smoke issues and wishes to add their name to this page.**  

 

Please email Shirley with your state/province, name of firm, who to 

contact (email address & telephone)   

 
 

 

NOTICE of FLORIDA and KENTUCKY ATTORNEY WILLING TO CONSIDER 

WOOD SMOKE CASES, perhaps on a contingency. 

Attorney Sherri Myers is a Florida attorney who is also licensed to practice in 

Kentucky and in 2 federal courts.  She specializes in the rights of persons with 

disabilities, many of whom may be protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA, the civil rights law that is intended to ensure that citizens with disabilities such as 

asthma, for example, have “access” to public spaces such as city parks, streets and 

sidewalks. A federal court in northern Iowa ordered the town of Mallard, Iowa, to 

disallow wood and leaf burning, because the smoke presented a physical barrier to a 

small child with severe asthma, making her unable to use city streets and sidewalks.  

  

Sherri is interested in legal issues that impact persons with multiple chemical sensitivity 

and other environmental illnesses.  She also serves on the Pensacola City Council and in 

that role is working to influence governmental policies on environmental issues. She is 

the Advocacy Coordinator for the Center for Independent Living Disability Resource 

Center.  Sherri lives in Pensacola, which is located in the panhandle of Florida.  Contact 

her at sfmada@aol.com.   Phone: (850) 484-0902 

 

 

 

 
 
 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:sfmada@aol.com
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Legal  Help 

 

Outdoor Wood Boilers have the potential to create nuisances or harm human health by 

releasing unsafe levels of Particulate Pollution and other cancer causing air contaminants.  

Scientific studies and lab testing have shown that some Outdoor Wood Boilers exceed 

EPA safe air thresholds at levels that can cause both short and long term health problems, 

even death.  

The American Lung Association states that anyone can be affected by particle pollution 

but several groups are most at risk: 

 Children under 18 

 Adults 65 and older 

 Anyone with chronic lung disease, such as asthma, chronic bronchitis, or emphysema 

 Anyone with a cardiovascular disease, such as high blood pressure, coronary artery disease, 
or congestive heart failure and diabetes.  

Joe Ritch an attorney in Corpus Christi Texas who specializes in nuisance and product 

liability believes everyone should be able to live in their home and enjoy their property 

without fear of harm.  

If you or someone you love is being adversely affected by the contaminants emitted from 

an Outdoor Wood Boiler you may be eligible for representation with no out of pocket 

expenses. To have your case evaluated please call 361-885-7500 and ask for Joseph 

Ritch.  
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Wood smoke:  Know the Facts 

 
Wood Smoke… 
 

1. Violates the property rights of others to use and enjoy their property 
smoke-free. 

 
2. Contains many of the same toxins that are in tobacco smoke. These 

include lead, mercury, arsenic, benzene, polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs), carbon monoxide and dioxin(s), “some of the most 
insidious chemicals known to man.” (Harvard School of Public Health). 
They also accumulate in the environment. 

 
3. Is implicated in asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature death in 

people of all ages, including sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS). 
 

4. Violates the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Guidelines by presenting 
a “barrier” to those with disabilities such as asthma, preventing them 
from accessing public spaces.  Parks, bike paths, playgrounds, sidewalks, 
outdoor sports and public gatherings are often inaccessible and unhealthy, 
due to wood smoke. 

 
5. Stresses everyone’s immune system.  Children, the elderly, and those 

with asthma, lung or heart issues, diabetes or other disabilities are among 
the most vulnerable.  

 
6. Is a major source of black carbon soot fine particulates, which are bundled 

with cancer-causing and hormone-disrupting chemicals.  
 

7. Is implicated in reproductive birth defects and childhood diseases 
including asthma, pneumonia, cancer, autism, Asperger's Syndrome, 
allergies and other disorders. 

 
8. Interferes with the seeding of rain and moisture in clouds, and also 

accelerates the melting of glaciers (www.burningissues.org/car-
www/science/Climate/index.html) and 
www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/apr/20/black-carbon-emissions). 

 
9. Burning wood is an increasingly serious fire hazard. Please don’t burn 

wood! 
 

 

http://www.burningissues.org/car-www/science/Climate/index.html
http://www.burningissues.org/car-www/science/Climate/index.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/apr/20/black-carbon-emissions
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For more information, contact  info@takebacktheair.com 
Website:  www.takebacktheair.com 

JOIN OUR NEW NETWORK! 
 
Our cause has gained great momentum, with more people joining the 

anti-wood smoke efforts weekly. Our focus now is to help everyone 

connect with others near us nation-wide in the US and Canada. 

We must unite in pressuring our municipalities and governments 

toward wood smoke regulations as soon as possible. 

Therefore, I am looking for Volunteer Wood Smoke Coordinators in 

EVERY STATE & PROVINCE to field and manage wood smoke 

complaints and issues in their own state or province. 

The goal is to share information nation-wide and to focus on wood 

smoke regulation. 

I think it’s safe to say that anyone reading this newsletter probably has 

issues with wood smoke. 

If you are willing to give your name and email address so we can form a 

visible network please email Shirley or Julie. 

Perhaps you would be willing to help with letter writing, flyer passing, 

etc. No money is required, just a willingness to be someone others can 

contact for support or more involvement.  

Contact Julie at info@takebacktheair.com if you would like your name 

to appear on our state/province–wide contacts page or if you’d like to 

become your state or province’s “representative” to coordinate contacts 

within your state or province. Contact Julie, also, if you’d like to learn 

who else is fighting wood smoke in your area and if you want concrete 

suggestions on how to get results. 

 

Network Representative List 
  

To find a list of representatives in your area or to volunteer for your 

State or Province please refer to the “LINKS” page on my web site. 

mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Links.htm
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All burning results in very fine micro particulates and there is no safe level 
of this asbestos sized, dangerous air pollutant. Solid fuels, such as pellets 
and especially wood, produce more smoke and emit more fine particulate 
air pollutants than cleaner fuels such as gas and electricity.  
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Canadian Action Activities 

 
Wood smoke is a major problem in all of America and Canada. 

National efforts are gaining momentum. Regardless of where we live, 

our actions should focus on getting our national governments to 

regulate wood smoke. To make an impact, if each reader calls or emails 

each of these contacts, we can move mountains.  

Go for it now! 
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Health Canada assesses scientific evidence about the health effects of wood smoke 

and makes this information available to Canadians.  Health Canada is also working 

with other government departments to determine the best ways to minimize risks 

associated with wood smoke.   

In addition, Health Canada is a contributor to the Burn it Smart! Campaign 

sponsored by Natural Resources Canada. 

 

Environment Canada:    www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair  

Health Canada:    air@hc-sc.gc.ca 
Air Health Effects Division, Safe Environments Program, Health Canada 

400 Cooper Street Ottawa, ON K1A 0K9 Telephone: (613) 957-1876 

 

Natural Resources Canada Burn it Smart! Sir William Logan Building, 

11th Floor, 580 Booth Street, Ottawa, ON K1A 0E4 

 

Write or email to your local council & MPs to request that they create or amend a 

bylaw to cover nuisance smoke. Preferably, a ban on all wood burning in residential 

areas. 

          ____________________________________________________________ 

 

The Ontario Ministry of the Environment has released the latest news on Smog 

http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/air/smog/index.php  

 

          ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Click here for the Canadian Bill of Rights You can apply for a review here. 

U.S. Action Activities 

 
URGENT—Immediate Action ALWAYS Needed 

 
A new EPA-certified wood stove promotion gives a 30% tax credit and a 

huge discount to the public. It is being funded by stimulus money from 

the US government. This flies in the face of the known hazards of wood 

smoke that the EPA acknowledges on their website. If we don’t stop our 

states’ stimulus money from funding this major promotion, it will be 

next to impossible to regulate or ban wood burning in any form.  

 

http://www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair
mailto:air@hc-sc.gc.ca
http://www.burnitsmart.org/english/index.html
http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/air/smog/index.php
http://www.eco.on.ca/eng/index.php/environmental-bill-of-rights/about-the-ebr/your-rights-under-the-ebr/apply-for-a-review.php
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If you have never protested wood smoke or called your public officials 

before, this is the time to do it!   

 
 Contact your US Senators and Representatives, as well as your state 

Senators and Representatives and City Council members.  Ask them 

to see that the stimulus money does not go towards this promotion.  

It is crucial to let your elected officials know that you don’t want the 

stimulus money used for this promotion in your community—but 

only to apply to gas or electric technology.  (California has a change-

out program that only allows swap-outs to gas or electric.)   

 

 Let them know that wood smoke is a major health hazard and is a 
major contributor to global warming. 

 

 Send an email to others and ask them for their help too.  (See 

suggested email below). 

 

 Be sure to call your US legislators and State legislators and City 

Council Members, to alert them to the problem and asking for their 

help too in keeping new EPA certified wood burning equipment out 

of your community, even if a state-wide promotion allows them. 

 

 If we don’t stop this unthinkable promotion, there is little hope for a 

healthy legacy for our children and grandchildren.  

 
 

 

 

Action #1- Suggested message for calling and emailing U.S. legislators 

and state legislators.  Please also relay on to others and urge them to 

contact others.  

 _________________________ 

 

Date: 

 
Dear (elected official): 

 
Please use your influence to disallow stimulus money to be used for EPA 

wood stove promotion in (your state and/or your community.)  
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According to the EPA’s own website, wood smoke is a killer responsible 

for premature deaths nation-wide at a rate of 3% of the total deaths 

every year from fine particle pollution. (Harvard School of Public 

Health).  That is close to 73,000 people in the U.S. each year--an 

epidemic!  Wood smoke is extremely hazardous for children, the elderly 

and especially those with asthma.  Asthma is already the number one 

reason for school absenteeism.  It is even implicated in sudden infant 

death syndrome.   

 
Our states are looking for ways to limit fine particulate pollution and 

better air quality.  This should be a “no-brainer.” Wood smoke emits 

over 9,600 % more lead than natural gas, according to the EPA’s own 

data.  It also emits arsenic, mercury, formaldehyde, polyaromatic 

hydrocarbons and dioxins, persistent organic compounds that do not 

break down in the environment or in human lungs, crops, soil and water 

supply.  See http://BurningIssues.org for the facts.  

  

Please do not allow stimulus money to be used for promoting more 

pollution. 

 

(Sign your name and contact info) 

 

_____________________________ 

  
 

 
  

About the Editors: 
 

http://burningissues.org/
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Shirley Brandie 
   

Ontario Director of Canadian Clean Air 

Alliance http://canadiancleanairalliance.ca  

 

She is retired from a medical laboratory 

and currently doing in-depth research on 

the effects of wood smoke on health and 

the environment.  

 

Web site: http://WoodBurnerSmoke.net  

 

Julie Mellum  Minneapolis 

 Julie is a Realtor who knows that wood smoke devalues real 

estate as a “material fact” that can affect a potential buyer’s 

use and enjoyment of your property.  She continually 

researches the latest science on wood smoke and is a member 

of the Edina, MN Community Health Committee.     

Web site: Take Back the Air 

 

If you would like to have your wood smoke story published, click here to 

email it. 

 

* We do not accept responsibility for errors in articles submitted for 

publication. It is the responsibility of the author to ensure the facts are, 

to the best of their knowledge, correct. ** 

** Please note that articles submitted for publication may be edited for 

grammar, punctuation and sentence structure. 

Send an email to s.brandie@hotmail.com  to be added to the mailing 

list. 

 

 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
http://canadiancleanairalliance.ca/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
http://www.takebacktheair.com/
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com

