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Welcome! 

We hope that this newsletter will give you the information and inspiration 

you need to regain clean air to breathe and eliminate the wood burning that 

is affecting your health and your home environment. 

Please pass this issue on to others in need of help and suggest that they 

send an email to s.brandie@hotmail.com to be added to the mailing list. 

   

 

                                    Volume 4, Issue 5 

                                   May ,  2012 

 

                     Editor :  Shirley Brandie  

                    Co-Editor: Julie Mellum 

 

 

Mission Statement 
 

Our mission is to educate public officials, government and all    
citizens about wood smoke as a major form of hazardous air 
pollution that affects our health, use of our property, water, 
crops, livestock, the environment and climate change. We 
urge citizens everywhere to press for legislative changes to 
call wood smoke a “public nuisance under state health 
codes.” 

  
 

   
 

 
   

 
 

Fighting Wood Smoke 
Pollution from the 

Grassroots to Government 
Level 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
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Newsworthy Links 
 

*** Please note: OWBs are not banned in New Jersey but 
are regulated. Click here for State laws. Some 
municipalities have banned them but it is not state law 
as some may think. *** 

 
Cleaning up outdoor wood-burning furnaces 

 
Excerpt: The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection's model ordinance 

for outdoor wood-fired boilers cites stack tests conducted by the Northeast States for 

Coordinated Air Use Management (NESCAUM) that show average particulate emissions 

from one outdoor wood-fired boiler are equivalent to the emissions from 205 oil furnaces 

or as many as 8000 natural gas furnaces.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

On patrol with the smoke police 

 

Excerpt: When people receive tickets, "they're going to be pretty upset," 
he said, after snapping a photograph of the house. "But if this improves 
the lives of four million people, to me, this is a reasonable ticket." 
_________________________________________________ 
 

Where there’s smoke, there’s sickness 

 

Excerpt: Great slide show on this link! 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Where there’s smoke 

 

Peuget Sound area… great video about making a decision to clear the air. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

 Netherlands wood smoke site 

 
Happened to run across this site and wanted to share it with you. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 

http://www.state.nj.us/dep/baqp/woodburning.html
http://www.popularmechanics.com/home/improvement/outdoor-buildings/4332476#ixzz1mBcfL5kX
http://www.bakersfieldcalifornian.com/local/x1461872356/On-patrol-with-the-smoke-police
http://earthfix.opb.org/multimedia/slideshows/where-theres-smoke-wood-smoke-is-now-a-major-contr/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y5WMmtGM_w4
http://schoneluchtvooriedereen.nl/en/wood-smoke-68
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Woodsmoke’s burden of impact 

 

Excerpt: In Canada, millions have their health gravely harmed by Wood 
burning devices in our cities, towns and villages. Wood burning stoves, pellet 
stoves, OWBs, Wood burning fireplaces and all outdoor Wood burning devices 
and appliances contribute to the toxic emissions that are released into our 
homes and our lungs. 

 

 

State’s valuable clean, green reputation up in smoke again  
 
  

Excerpt:  The Tasmanian Greens today called for an end to Forestry 

Tasmania’s annual burn season and commencement of 245 so-called forest 

regeneration burns across the state. 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Chase, B.C. Stinks! 
 

 
 

  Chase, B.C. is a good place to avoid visiting!!! 
 

View Ken Boscoe’s slide show: 
 

http://youtu.be/R5jjwY9dUp0 
 

http://burningissues.org/forum/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4696
http://mps.tas.greens.org.au/2012/03/state%E2%80%99s-valuable-clean-green-reputation-up-in-smoke-again/
http://youtu.be/R5jjwY9dUp0
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Noble Hearth, Wretched Stove 

  

The Scientific American of January 1862, yes, 150 years ago, 
contained an interesting comment called “Noble Hearth, Wretched 
Stove” which went like this. “How vividly the picture of one of those spacious 

kitchens of the olden times comes to our mind. The crowning glory of that kitchen 
was the old-fashioned fire-place with its blazing embers, huge back-logs and iron 
fire-dogs that shed a glory over the whole room, and gilded the plain and homely 
furniture with its bright light. How pure was the air in those days! The huge fire-place, 
with its brisk draught, carried off the impurities of the atmosphere, and left the air 
pure, life-giving and healthful. Now, we crouch around hot cooking stoves, and think 
it strange that we feel so stupid and drowsy of an evening; or we huddle about air-

tight stoves, and wonder that the air seems burned and impure.”  
 
How times have changed! A wood stove is actually more efficient 
than a fireplace because the wood is contained by iron sides, 
allowing more heat to stay in the room. Yet in those pioneer days the 
concept of fireplaces instead of stoves did make sense because of 
the surrounding fresh air.  
 
The two Canfor pulp mills in the Bowl area of Prince George, BC 
have enough upward push to punch a hole in winter inversions while 
drawing air from all sides, just like a huge fireplace. But the 
surrounding air is not fresh anymore because of all the wood burners. 
The wood stoves are not large enough for their smoke to get above 
the inversion layer. Wood smoke just fills the bowl area and then 
“thins out the very young, old and sick”. A good rule to follow in city 
limits is “if you do not have enough space for a horse or cow, then 
don’t burn wood!”  
 
Modern health science clearly shows the dangers of any kind of 
smoke, especially cigarettes and wood, and only the heartless still 
burn near others. Butt out already with wood, as we have clean, 
modern alternatives. 
 
Vic Steblin – Prince George, B.C. 

BSc Honours Math, MA Math Education from UBC - Retired 
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Although inspired in part by real attitudes, behaviors and situations, the following story 

is fictional and does not depict any actual person or event. Any resemblance to people or 

neighborhoods you have observed is purely coincidental. 

 

Soothaven Residents decry Smoke Detectors 
 

A while back, Erant Finn, the famous cutting edge developer, was interviewed about the 

newly formed Smoketopia County and its innovative dome-covered development, Soothaven. 

In a follow-up interview, he was asked how the development is coming along.  

"Well," said Finn, "in any new endeavor there are always a few bumps in the road. We didn't 

anticipate the need of a no-cigarettes giant fire pit, for those who are bothered by tobacco. 

Now we have one at the other end of the commons, so that people who don't like cigarettes 

can have their smoke and avoid it too. Our goal is to give people the kind of smoke they 

want, when they want it. Soothaven as a community is building a reputation of being 'all 

smokes to all people’, we take a lot of pride in that. But it's a learning process, no doubt." 

 

And walking down Creosote Boulevard, the main collector street in Soothaven, one gets the 

feeling that it is indeed "all smokes to all people". There is a real sense of community here 

that's palpable in the air. Very palpable. So palpable that the neighborhood association is 

currently grappling with the issue of where to place smoke detectors so that they are not 

constantly going off. Mary Nunbright, who lives in a home on Benzene Avenue, says that 

most residents are in favor of removing the association's covenant requirement of smoke 

detectors in all homes. "It's gotten to the point that we can't even enjoy our own homes, with 

the detectors always going off. The alarms are creating a nuisance and need to be banned," 

she said, while other residents nodded in agreement.  

 

Wes Pestergall and his family feel that smoke detectors could be retained, if they can find a 

design that's less effective at sensing the smoke. "My family all have sinus issues and chronic 

cough, and we like to huddle around the fire pit for medicinal purposes, but it's very stressful 

to do this with the smoke detectors constantly going off. On the other hand, when we're 

running our meat smoker, we know when it stops making enough smoke because the detector 

stops making noise. So it does help at times. I don't want to throw the baby out with the 

bathwater, you know?" 

 

Stewart Padidiette lives next door to the Pestergalls. He agrees with Wes that the issue isn't 

simple. "Those detectors all start sounding at once and Whoa Nelly! What we really need is a 

smoke detector that doesn't make any noise pollution or keep waking us up all the time. It's 

not healthy to be sleep-deprived," he said, flicking his cigarette butt into his fire pit, "we need 

our rest." 

©Katherine Troidl 3-6-12 
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"Green" Communities 

If a community wants to be really and truly "Green", then every possible "green" action 

must be adopted regarding any and all areas that affect the health and well being of all 

residents.  

 

That "Green" plan needs to have the air we breathe as clean and toxic free as important as 

any other area. The air we breathe should not and cannot be saturated with the acrid, toxic 

stench of Woodsmoke that comes from the use of all Wood burning devices indoors and 

outdoors. This is why Woodsmoke must be banned/prohibited/ended if a community 

really wants to say they are "Green". If not, no community can truly be "Green".  

 

Plumes of acrid Woodsmoke drifting aimlessly throughout many urban neighbourhoods 

are not representative of a healthy, progressive, or environmentally friendly city.  

Your community may be part of the Communities in Bloom, showcasing perfect and 

charming gardens. But, if you look closely many of the back yards in the perfect green 

neighbourhoods not only have flowers and trees but Wood burning devices and 

appliances that destroy the air, harm others, and gravely affect our daily quality of life 

and the environment.  

 

If it's Green, the air you breathe in your community should and must smell clean and free 

of any traces of Wood burning. You should be able to step out your door and deeply 

inhale the bounty of fresh air we deserve and need in order to survive. If the air smells 

clean then we should be able to enjoy our property and not be suffering from the existing, 

toxic fumes of Woodsmoke that saturates the air from all outdoor open air burning from 

fire pits and chimeneas. If it is Green, then the air should not be laced with the deadly 

toxins found in all Wood burning.  

 

If your community air reeks of Woodsmoke anywhere, then your community is not a 

green community. Community leaders cannot justify the neglect or denial of a toxic issue 

such as Wood burning. Wood burning is a Public Health issue that affects the health of 

every person residing in Canadian communities where Woodsmoke is presently being 

utilized as a fuel source or source of recreational burning.  

 

Wood burning that emits toxic emissions comes at the cost of everyone. No one should 

be made to the pay the price of Wood burning with their health being destroyed by 

Woodsmoke. Wood burning is not healthy, green or clean.  

Banning all Wood burning devices and appliances will assure residents that the air is safe 

and clean to breathe. This is the only way your community will be Green and Clean.  

 

Become informed today about the dangers of Woodsmoke in your community. Say Yes 

to clean air and NO to Wood burning! 

Posted By: Linda Baker Beaudin Air Is Precious, Cornwall, Ontario   

 

mailto:airisprecious@gmail.com
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Experiencing difficulty viewing this email? Please refer to the online version.  

 

 

 

Research Brief 207: 

Particulate matter pollution: A particular problem for the young? 

By Angela Spivey, Contractor to NIEHS 

 

More than a quarter of the United States population is 

exposed to harmful levels of airborne particulate matter 

(PM) pollution, which is the made up of soot, dust, and 

liquid particles, according to the Environmental 

Protection Agency. Now scientists at the University of 

California, Davis NIEHS Superfund Research Program 

have shown that newborns and infants may be more 

susceptible to harm from PM than adults.  

"This study adds to the evidence that young children 

may be uniquely susceptible to PM," said Ian Kennedy, 

Ph.D., professor of mechanical and aeronautical 

engineering and co-author of the study. "Extensive 

development of the conducting airways happens in the 

postnatal period. Exacerbation of many airway diseases, 

such as bronchitis and asthma, has been linked to either 

acute or chronic exposures to PM in young children."  

The researchers exposed 7-day-old rats and adult rats 

to either filtered air or to a low dose of ultrafine PM for 

six hours. The dose was below the average level of 

ultrafine PM in the United States and was approximately 

the same as the level found in downtown Fresco, Calif. 

The neonatal rats were more susceptible to the pollution 

than the adult rats, as indicated by the very different 

biological changes they showed following exposure. 

Those changes in the neonatal rats included significant 

increases in markers of cytotoxicity (cellular toxicity), as 

well as changes in gene and protein expression. 

 

 

 

 

http://tools.niehs.nih.gov/srp/researchbriefs/view.cfm?Brief_ID=207
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The study also shows the need for defined exposure conditions that can be replicated in future 

studies. Kennedy and colleagues are perfecting a system for generating such conditions. PM in the 

air is mixed with metals and allergens, making it more difficult to study the health effects of PM 

itself. In this study, the researchers used an experimental PM they developed that is free of metals 

and allergens and that can be used to study health effects specific to PM in animal models. In 

addition, the researchers are able to generate PM that contains either high or low concentrations of 

polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), which are potent combustion byproducts.  

To learn more about this research...  

Contact: 

Ian M. Kennedy, Ph.D. 

Department of Mechanical and Aeronautical Engineering           

University of California 

One Shields Ave,  

Davis, CA 95616 

530-727-2796 

imkennedy@ucdavis.edu  

Or refer to: 

Jackie K.W. Chan, Michelle V. Fanucchi, Donald S. Anderson, Aamir D. Abid, Christopher D. Wallis, 

Dale A. Dickinson, Benjamin M. Kumfer, Ian M. Kennedy, Anthony S. Wexler, Laura S. Van 

Winkle.et al. Susceptibility of Inhaled Flame-Generated Ultrafine Soot in Neonatal and Adult Rat 

Lungs. Toxicological Sciences 124(2), 472–486 (2011). 

doi:10.1093/toxsci/kfr233 

To learn more about the Superfund Research Program, visit the SRP website. 

All Research Briefs are available on the Research Briefs Web page. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

mailto:imkennedy@ucdavis.edu
http://toxsci.oxfordjournals.org/
http://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/srp/index.cfm
http://tools.niehs.nih.gov/srp/researchbriefs/index.cfm
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Our children are smoking … wood smoke 

 
By Julie Mellum, Founder of Take Back the Air 

 

When Joe Camel ads pitched cigarettes to children, parents and health 

officials rebelled and put a stop to it. But who will stop children from 

breathing secondhand wood smoke? It is everywhere these days. Compared 

to tobacco smoke, it is far more concentrated and far more pervasive. And it 

contains legions of the same deadly toxins, such as lead, arsenic, mercury, 

formaldehyde, and other cancer-causing chemicals, that remain in the body 

up to 40 hours longer. Though wood smoke stresses everyone’s immune 

system, children are among the most vulnerable. 

 

Wood smoke’s asphyxiating presence is readily detectable in most cities 

nation-wide, in all seasons and at all times of day. Its caustic fumes enter our 

lungs and all major body systems in less than one minute, forcing us all to 

“smoke” without our permission. With smaller and still developing lungs, it 

is no coincidence that asthma in children is skyrocketing out of control. 

 

With wood smoke’s army of toxicants ever on the march, how can we “kick 

the burning habit?” We must stop recreational burning and switch indoor 

and outdoor fireplaces to gas or electric. Moratoriums should be placed on 

any new wood burning permits in restaurants. We must educate neighbors, 

teachers, politicians and decision-makers so that this top polluter be 

recognized and recognized for what it is. Many west coast cities are running 

frequent newspaper articles on the dangers of wood smoke inhalation. We 

must demand that recreational burning be regulated and nuisance ordinances 

upheld, so that children and others can breathe free in public spaces and in 

their own yards. 
 
Moms and grandmothers must roll up our sleeves and not wait another 
day to stop our children from breathing toxic air in all its forms. 
 
For more information, contact info@takebacktheair.com 

 
Please email Moms Clean Air Force to ask them to start addressing wood smoke more. It is a far 
more prevalent polluter than mercury from coal plants, which are not generally as close to 
where people live and raise families. 
 Also, please email Anneke Wisker at: mailto:email@edf.org to remind her that smoke is smoke 
and  collectively equates to terrific, ongoing pollution in neighborhoods. 

http://takebacktheair.com/
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
http://www.momscleanairforce.org/
mailto:email@edf.org
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Wood burning devices 

 
Fire pits, fire rings, bon fires, beach burns, chimeneas, outdoor wood-fuelled barbecues 

and all wood-burning devices must be prohibited/ended/banned in all residential 

communities in our nation. 

 

To sustain life we must have clean, wood-smoke-free air to breathe within our residential 

communities. Medical, scientific, and environmental data concur that wood burning is 

doing grave harm to our health and the air we breathe. 

 

No longer can facts be denied when it comes to our community health and well-being 

that outdoor open air burning is a public health issue, a community issue and a leadership 

issue. 

 

When our leaders are aware of the grave harm that comes from the inhalation of wood 

smoke and take no proactive action to prohibit the use of such toxic chemicals as those 

found in wood smoke, they are placing each and every life in danger of developing wood-

smoke-related illnesses. 

 

Clean water is a necessity for our survival. Wood-smoke-free air is a necessity for our 

survival in urban neighbourhoods. Gone should be the nights of families being made to 

retreat inside the heat of their home due to a wood burning fire pit burning from a 

neighbour’s backyard. 

Gone should be the increase of childhood asthma attacks due to the needless act of 

burning wood within city limits. 

 

Everyone should be able to safely enjoy their property on a summer night without being 

smoked out of their backyard. People who wish should have the freedom of hanging a 

line of clothing out during the summer time without it reeking of wood smoke. Everyone 

should have the 

ability and right of taking a deep breath without our lungs being smothered in the deadly 

emissions being permeated and harmed by wood burning fire pits. 

 

Mayors, council members, fire departments, health boards and all elected officials must 

become aware of the immediate need to ban all residential recreational wood burning.  

This is not an issue about roasting marshmallows on a stick. This is an issue, deserving of 

the 

right of every community citizen to be assured that the quality of the air they breathe is 

healthy, safe and wood-smoke-free. 

 

Community leaders, what are you waiting for? We, the people of this nation, are 

demanding our right to breathe healthy air within our neighbourhoods. 
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We have prohibited indoors, and now outdoors, in many areas, the use of tobacco.  

 

Now the time has arrived to prohibit the deadly use of wood-burning fire pits before more 

people are made ill, suffer and die from the many illnesses that are associated with wood 

smoke. 

 

 

Banning of all fire pits is a necessity. 
 

Linda Baker Beaudin, Cornwall 

 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:airisprecious@gmail.com
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Wood smoke danger is real and thriving 

 
~Before you read on, please be advised that some of its content is not 100% factual. 

Its purpose is solely to express probabilities~ 

 

March 16, 2012 

 

The issues on this topic have to do with wood smoke emissions and the by-gone adage of 

wood burning, and their effect on humans. Also, the general consensus of wood fire 

needs to be re-examined, and to be understood how we have managed to have survived 

for millenniums without ever knowing about its danger on humans. 

 

The history of wood fire goes way, way back to prehistoric times where cave dwellers 

used to cook food and kept themselves warm. In middle ages, uses were much the same; 

they used it for cooking, heating, ceremonial burning and etc. In modern days, we are 

using it for variety of different purposes; cooking, heating, camping, beach partying, land 

and forest clearing, trash burning and the list goes on and on. All of these have been 

accepted as normal events of present day activities. So, one does ask, why the fuss? The 

reason is scientists’ findings of Particulate Matter (PM2.5 particles) and other toxic 

chemicals, such as Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAH) in wood smoke. 

 

The Particulate Matter in wood smoke in conjunction with PAH will form Carcinogens as 

documented in Health Canada web. The associated PM2.5 particles are so minute, like 

1/100 of thickness of a human hair and if inhaled, they get into the lungs and blood 

stream, and move around almost anywhere within the body. They would find any place 

in the body that they can latch onto to adopt themselves in, like cells and membranes; and 

there, they remain for undisclosed periods without causing any disturbances. The 

dormant period may even be as long as 10, 20 or 30 years or more. They have all the 

patience in the world; the only thing that they need to forge is for the body’s immune 

system to weaken. Thus would create an ideal condition for their intended function. The 

protective layers that had been entrapping the particles would also start breaking down. 

And, at this juncture, the particles are already characterized as cancerous and continue to 

transgress. What occurs beyond this point is no surprise to anyone. 

 

There is no known technique to neutralize or remove these particles once they are 

inside the body. And, while wondering on this, one must think of the future children who 

might be at risk of carrying DNA imprints of their parents who had already been exposed 

to these particles. What kind of future is in store for them? 

In prehistoric time, people did not live long enough even to experience any illnesses from 

wood smoke. They would probably have been long dead before the affects were realized. 

In middle ages, people were living longer, but here, many who were subjected to 

poisonous wood smoke probably have gotten sick towards the end of their natural life 
cycle; so it was dismissed as death by natural causes. But, in modern days, the situations 

are much different. We live much longer, and therefore, these Particulates will have 

more time to season while people are still alive and thus, resulting in having living 

illnesses. 
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Then, it stands to reason why there are so many people afflicted with cancers 

and varieties of other illnesses, in recent times. Some of these causes have been blamed 

on hereditary, cigarettes or some other factors. The true causes of illnesses can not 

simply be verified, but we can assume that one of contributors could easily be wood 

smoke. As matter of fact, North Americans have been very liberal on burning wood. 

 

I cannot prove or substantiate any of the statements I have made to this point, only that 

they are based solely on probability and common sense which I believe more closer to the 

truth than not. Even if scientists are to prove smoke inhalation could be the cause of 

cancer, and even to substantiate such a claim, a blind test on humans will have to be 

performed, and that will take more than one life time to achieve. Therefore, at this 

moment in time we need to rely on the scientists’ findings as the plausible evidence to 

draw our conclusion. 

 

In closing, only the minority of populace does know of the dangers in wood smoke on 

humans but sadly, the majority does not. This makes it very difficult for the proponents 

of wood smoke critics to try persuading governments to augment the laws in their favor. 

Governments are very reluctant to act on their own, even though all the known facts are 

right in front of them. What is needed right now is for that other majority to side with the 

proponents so that governments would have much easier mandate to deal with. 

 

Mar Oishi - Port Coquitlam, BC 
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NH Cancer Control 

Northern Health released a report on Monday, March 19, 2012 called “Northern Cancer 

Control Strategy: Are We Making a Difference? I looked online at 

www.northerncancerstrategy.ca/TheStrategy.aspx and read the report. As a recent cancer 

survivor I appreciate all the help and concern that I received during my “year of cancer 

hell” and have absolutely no complaints about our medical system as to actual services. 

I also appreciate all the prevention strategies like the Tobacco Cessation, Radon initiative 

and the Healthy Eating Active Living programs. For example, I used two radon kits to 

discover that a difference in height of one metre resulted in the lower kit reading about 

25% more radon gas than the higher one. Both readings were under the guideline. This is 

a great example of “good science for good policy”. 

However, I do have a concern about the Air Quality Strategy as outlined in the first 

component on “increasing public awareness regarding air quality, air pollution and 

associated exposure risks”. It is all about wood smoke. 

How can citizens take reducing wood smoke seriously when many of those in a position 

of power and responsibility burn themselves and take no action? I have studied the health 

effects of smoke, be it cigarettes or wood, and the science says that smoking in crowded 

areas is wrong. In my neighbourhood I was surrounded by supposedly “clean and green” 

wood burners and will blame my blood clots on the inability of my macrophages to 
squeeze through small capillaries when stiffened by fine smoke particles. I will also 

blame wood burners for my compromised immune system leading to lymphoma and a 

forced early retirement.  

If you blame the mills, realize that they are now only 10% of our problem. Vehicle 

emissions and road dust have also been greatly reduced but our residents still burn with 

impunity. A wood burner burns away right across from the new cancer clinic, while 

maintaining beautiful gardens. Wood burners complain about fluoride in the water, litter 

in the alleys, noise, sewage on fields yet go home to stoke up wood stoves and pollute the 

surrounding air. Am I really the only idiot who is “barking up the wrong tree”? 

I have read hundreds of books and articles, and have written hundreds of short letters 

about wood smoke, and since now retired, have more time for increasing public 

awareness on the hazards of air pollution. And good science says to “butt out already 

with all the wood smoke in crowded areas”, even if you are a municipal councillor, 

government minister or the CEO of a university or health authority.  

Vic Steblin – BSc Honours Math, MA MATH Education from UBC - Retired 

 

 

http://www.northerncancerstrategy.ca/TheStrategy.aspx
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Legal  Help 

 
**Note to any legal firm that can provide help with residential wood 

smoke issues and wishes to add their name to this page.**  

 

Please email  with your state/province, name of firm, who to Shirley

contact (email address & telephone)   

 
 

 

NOTICE of FLORIDA and KENTUCKY ATTORNEY WILLING TO CONSIDER 

WOOD SMOKE CASES, perhaps on a contingency. 

Attorney Sherri Myers is a Florida attorney who is also licensed to practice in 

Kentucky and in 2 federal courts.  She specializes in the rights of persons with 
disabilities, many of whom may be protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA, the civil rights law that is intended to ensure that citizens with disabilities such as 

asthma, for example, have “access” to public spaces such as city parks, streets and 

sidewalks. A federal court in northern Iowa ordered the town of Mallard, Iowa, to 

disallow wood and leaf burning, because the smoke presented a physical barrier to a 

small child with severe asthma, making her unable to use city streets and sidewalks.  

  

Sherri is interested in legal issues that impact persons with multiple chemical sensitivity 

and other environmental illnesses.  She also serves on the Pensacola City Council and in 

that role is working to influence governmental policies on environmental issues. She is 

the Advocacy Coordinator for the Center for Independent Living Disability Resource 

Center.  Sherri lives in Pensacola, which is located in the panhandle of Florida.  Contact 

her at sfmada@aol.com.   Phone: (850) 484-0902 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:sfmada@aol.com
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Legal  Help 

 

Outdoor Wood Boilers have the potential to create nuisances or harm human health by 

releasing unsafe levels of Particulate Pollution and other cancer causing air contaminants.  

Scientific studies and lab testing have shown that some Outdoor Wood Boilers exceed 

EPA safe air thresholds at levels that can cause both short and long term health problems, 

even death.  

The American Lung Association states that anyone can be affected by particle pollution 

but several groups are most at risk: 

 Children under 18 

 Adults 65 and older 

 Anyone with chronic lung disease, such as asthma, chronic bronchitis, or emphysema 

 Anyone with a cardiovascular disease, such as high blood pressure, coronary artery disease, 
or congestive heart failure and diabetes.  

Joe Ritch an attorney in Corpus Christi Texas who specializes in nuisance and product 

liability believes everyone should be able to live in their home and enjoy their property 

without fear of harm.  

If you or someone you love is being adversely affected by the contaminants emitted from 

an Outdoor Wood Boiler you may be eligible for representation with no out of pocket 

expenses. To have your case evaluated please call 361-885-7500 and ask for Joseph 

Ritch.  
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Wood smoke:  Know the Facts 

 
Wood Smoke… 
 

1. Violates the property rights of others to use and enjoy their property 
smoke-free. 

 
2. Contains many of the same toxins that are in tobacco smoke. These 

include lead, mercury, arsenic, benzene, polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs), carbon monoxide and dioxin(s), “some of the most 
insidious chemicals known to man.” (Harvard School of Public Health). 
They also accumulate in the environment. 

 
3. Is implicated in asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature death in 

people of all ages, including sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS). 
 

4. Violates the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Guidelines by presenting 
a “barrier” to those with disabilities such as asthma, preventing them 
from accessing public spaces.  Parks, bike paths, playgrounds, sidewalks, 
outdoor sports and public gatherings are often inaccessible and unhealthy, 
due to wood smoke. 

 
5. Stresses everyone’s immune system.  Children, the elderly, and those 

with asthma, lung or heart issues, diabetes or other disabilities are among 
the most vulnerable.  

 
6. Is a major source of black carbon soot fine particulates, which are bundled 

with cancer-causing and hormone-disrupting chemicals.  
 

7. Is implicated in reproductive birth defects and childhood diseases 
including asthma, pneumonia, cancer, autism, Asperger's Syndrome, 
allergies and other disorders. 

 
8. Interferes with the seeding of rain and moisture in clouds, and also 

accelerates the melting of glaciers (www.burningissues.org/car-
www/science/Climate/index.html) and 
www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/apr/20/black-carbon-emissions). 

 
9. Burning wood is an increasingly serious fire hazard. Please don’t burn 

wood! 
 

 
For more information, contact  info@takebacktheair.com 
Website:  www.takebacktheair.com 

http://www.burningissues.org/car-www/science/Climate/index.html
http://www.burningissues.org/car-www/science/Climate/index.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/apr/20/black-carbon-emissions
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
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JOIN OUR NEW NETWORK! 
 
Our cause has gained great momentum, with more people joining the 

anti-wood smoke efforts weekly. Our focus now is to help everyone 

connect with others near us nation-wide in the US and Canada. 

We must unite in pressuring our municipalities and governments 

toward wood smoke regulations as soon as possible. 

Therefore, I am looking for Volunteer Wood Smoke Coordinators in 

EVERY STATE & PROVINCE to field and manage wood smoke 

complaints and issues in their own state or province. 

The goal is to share information nation-wide and to focus on wood 

smoke regulation. 

I think it’s safe to say that anyone reading this newsletter probably has 

issues with wood smoke. 

If you are willing to give your name and email address so we can form a 

visible network please email Shirley or Julie. 

Perhaps you would be willing to help with letter writing, flyer passing, 

etc. No money is required, just a willingness to be someone others can 

contact for support or more involvement.  

Contact Julie at info@takebacktheair.com if you would like your name 

to appear on our state/province–wide contacts page or if you’d like to 

become your state or province’s “representative” to coordinate contacts 

within your state or province. Contact Julie, also, if you’d like to learn 

who else is fighting wood smoke in your area and if you want concrete 

suggestions on how to get results. 

 

Network Representative List 
To find a list of representatives in your area or to volunteer for your 

State or Province please refer to the “LINKS” page on my web site. 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Links.htm
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All burning results in very fine micro particulates and there is no safe level of this 
asbestos sized, dangerous air pollutant. Solid fuels, such as pellets and especially 
wood, produce more smoke and emit more fine particulate air pollutants than 
cleaner fuels such as gas and electricity.  
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Bylaws & Bans 

**I am beginning to compile a list of municipalities that are 

acting on wood smoke emissions. Please send me a link to any 

that you find to be added to the list.** 

Golden, BRITISH COLUMBIA-  passed a bylaw prohibiting the 

installation of any solid fuel burning appliance (Bylaw # 1150). 

Hampstead, QUEBEC - banned all new installations of wood stoves and 

ordered existing wood stoves to be removed within 7 years. (Bylaw # 729-2) 

Montreal, QUEBEC (Apr. 29/2009) - no further installation of any wood 

burning stoves or fireplaces. 

Suffolk, NEW JERSEY - bans all OWBs within 1000 feet of another house. 

Stillwater, MINNESOTA - bans all wood burning or boiling stoves - 

existing and future (March 11, 2010). 

Pleasant Prairie, WISCONSIN - bans all new outdoor wood furnaces and 

wood boilers. 

Savage City, MINNESOTA - prohibits outdoor wood boilers (OWBs). 

Burnsville, MINNESOTA - banned OWBs December 2008. 

New Prague, MINNESOTA - total ban on OWBs. 

Grand Forks, BRITISH COLUMBIA - The bylaw states that “no person 

shall create a nuisance using a wood burning appliance in such a way as to 

disturb the health and comfort of two or more persons from separate 

dwellings.” Enforcement would be complaint driven and fines could be up 

to $500. 

Houston, BRITISH COLUMBIA - requires uncertified appliances to be 

removed by 2010. 

St. Thomas, ONTARIO - prohibits the use of outdoor fireplaces including 

wood boilers and chimeneas. 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
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Sarnia, ONTARIO - has set stringent restrictions on setback distances for 

outdoor boiler operations from the nearest dwellings and property lines. 

Nation, ONTARIO - outdoor wood boiler specifications have been set 

which include minimum lot sizes, distance from property lines and 

distances from property buildings. 

Elmira, NEW YORK - Ban on smoke and other deleterious fumes that 

cross property lines onto the property of another. Fines are $250 for a 

second offence or a jail term. Best  ban in the country! 

Marion, IOWA -prohibits new outdoor wood-burning boilers within city 

limits and to regulate existing setups. All existing boilers must be 

registered by Jan. 1; have smokestacks two feet higher than any residential 

roof within 300 feet of the system; and be removed when the property 

changes hands. 

CONNECTICUT - Avon, Granby, Tolland, Hebron, Woodbridge, South 

Windsor, Portland, Norfolk, Ridgefield, Haddam, Cheshire, West 

Hartford, Hamden, North Haven and New Fairfield – 17 towns have 

banned outdoor wood furnaces in order to protect the health and property 

values of their citizens. 

Inver Grove Heights, MINNESOTA - Nov. 15, 2010 - council bans all 

OWBs. All OWBs must be removed from properties by Oct. 01, 2011. 
  

The STATE of WASHINGTON - has laws to address neighbor's wood 

smoke. According to the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency, “generating 

excessive smoke is not only unneighborly, it’s illegal. Under state 

regulations, smoke from a person’s chimney cannot exceed 20 percent 

opacity for six consecutive minutes. Greater smoke densities could result in 

fines from air pollution control officials. It is always illegal to smoke out 

your neighbor. Everyone has a right to breathe clean air. If smoke from 

your fire is affecting your neighbors, it is considered a nuisance and 

subject to enforcement action.” 

Salmon Arm, BRITISH COLUMBIA -  No person shall install an Outdoor 

Solid-Fuel Combustion Appliance in or about any premises. 
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Huron East, ONTARIO - Bylaw passed - all new OWB's to have minimum 

setback allowances and lot sizes. A great improvement over what they had 

before – nothing. 

Nappanee - Bans  Outdoor Wood Furnaces 

Twinsburg, OHIO - Council voted 7-0 in favor of adding outdoor 
wood-burning furnaces or boilers to a list of items that are restricted. 

Marion County, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

Evansville, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

Long Beach, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

City of LaPorte, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

Michigan City, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

Butler, Indiana – Bans OWBs within city limits. 

  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

http://twinsburg.patch.com/articles/outdoor-wood-furnaces-may-get-smoked-out-in-twinsburg
http://twinsburg.patch.com/articles/outdoor-wood-furnaces-may-get-smoked-out-in-twinsburg
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Editorial 
 

May… a time we all look forward to. A time of blossoming trees and 

flowers, Mother’s Day and the beginning of many outdoor activities. 

But, how many of these wonderful warm days can be enjoyed while the 

stench of wood smoke still fills the air? 

 

I have had a few emails from people who have noticed that the burners 

around them tend to go outside to smoke. Is it because they don’t like the 

smell of smoke in their own home? Probably. And yet they have no qualms 

about filling their neighbor’s homes with smoke. It strikes me that they care 

only for their own health and have very little respect for the health or 

happiness of their surrounding neighbors. 

 

How do we change the burner’s attitude? Perhaps we can’t. We can try to 

give them information that proves wood smoke causes cancer among other 

health issues. We can let them know their smoke is getting inside our homes 

and making us sick. But, as many of you have found out, this usually 

enrages them and they increase their burning. 

In all of the years I have been doing this work I have only heard of one case 

where a victim of smoke was able to talk to his neighbor and get the burning 

ended. 

 

Legal action can be lengthy and expensive but you do have a good chance of 

getting the burning ended. 

A better and more community helpful way is to work with your council 

members with an eye to getting a bylaw into effect. This will not only help 

you but all the others in your area who suffer from wood smoke invasion. 

 

Don’t do as I did and wait and hope that a call to your building department 

will do the trick. It likely won’t. I made endless calls and nothing helped. 

They came, they saw, they did nothing! Even with the piles of treated wood, 

plywood, etc. in full view! 

 

Find the council member who truly cares and work with that person. 

 

Shirley 
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Letter 
Dear Neighbor,  

 
What would you think if one of your neighbors had a smoking 

habit of six thousand cigarettes per hour or a habit that 

releases the equivalent air pollution as 100 automobiles* 

endlessly circling the neighborhood? What if you had several of 

these neighbors? Unfortunately, many of us do, and any chance 

of fresh nighttime air is frivolously absent.  

I would like to share with you my desire and possibility that 

our neighborhood could be a leader and role model in a 

“Smoke-Free Neighborhood” campaign. It is quite simple 

actually.  

In most metropolitan areas, especially during the winter 

months, wood smoke is the largest or second-largest 
contributor to night-time air degradation and pollution. It is 

time to convert wood burning fireplaces to natural gas.  

Our expanding knowledge of health issues, together with social 

and political pressure has allowed Californians to enjoy many 

public smoke-free environments in our places of work, 

restaurants, concert halls and the airlines. It wasn’t long ago 

when attending public venues resulted in your fresh clothes 

and shampooed hair smelling like a musty ashtray (to say 

nothing about the additional burden and insult to your eyes and 

lungs).  

Unfortunately, of all places, it is our very own neighborhood 

that is deficient and lagging behind in California's smoke-free 

trends. We could be one of the first in the city, the state or 
possibly even the country to recognize this straightforward 

opportunity and healthy life style change.  

I know many people may like the smell of smoke; some even 

like the smell of cigarettes, glue or gasoline. That’s fine, but I 

feel that our residents’ young and old alike, should not be 

forced nor be subjected to any of these substances. Wood 

smoke is a nuisance, a health concern, a contributor of soot, 

green house gas and a superfluous insult to our already 

derogated quality of air.  

Won't you join me leading the way applying this relatively 

simple, painless and future-forward contribution to our quality 

of life and health?  
 

*(100 automobiles is a line of cars almost 1 mile long) 
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BOZO of the Month 

 
In my opinion 

 
Holden, Massachusetts  

  
According to their web site, Holden is “Holden is located in the beautiful 

rolling hills of Central Massachusetts”. 

 

What they don’t tell you is that some residents are ‘rolling’ in smoke from a 

neighbor’s wood burning. 

 

Speaking to the officials of the town did nothing for residents who 

complained that they are being doused in smoke by a neighbor. They were 

told that there is nothing that can be done. 

 

Incredible! Of course there is something that can be done. Why aren’t they 

doing what needs to be done to protect the health of their residents? Why do 

they give the burner more protection than the victim? 

 

Just a thought… maybe they, themselves, are burners and don’t want to 

enact anything that would prevent their own burning. 

Whatever the reason, it is a pathetic excuse and unbelievably cruel. 

 

  

Bylaw amendments…. Have they heard of them? 

 

Shirley 
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Photos and Videos 

  
 

 

  

 

  

  

  
 

To see some photos that victims of wood smoke have sent click here 
 

To have your own photo listed, send an email to: s.brandie@hotmail.com  

 

 

 

Just a few photos to show to your public officials and others you want to convince 
that only a ban on smoke release will change this! 

Click here for videos 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/other_photos.htm
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Videos.htm
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LINKS & MORE 

 
Click here for a heart-breaking story & video of a family subjected to wood smoke. 
 

 

Click here to see Clive Stott’s peaceful, but meaningful protest of forestry burning 

in Australia. 
 
My PowerPoint Show         Video sent by email           Chase, B.C. video 

  

 

 

  

Wood 

Burner 

Smoke 

 
Editor’s Site 

 
   

 

 

 
cleanairtas.com 

 

 

 
 

Freedom of 

Air 

 

  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

RAWSEP 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/lynn_smoke.wmv
http://woodburnersmoke.net/smoke_001.WMV
http://woodburnersmoke.net/smoke_001.WMV
http://woodburnersmoke.net/PPT/where_theres_smoke_theres_ire.ppt
http://woodburnersmoke.net/lagrange_new_york.wmv
http://www.canadiancleanairalliance.ca/chase_bc.wmv
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://www.cleanairtas.com/
http://cleanairtas.com/phpbb/index.php?sid=d0cdd088e05532fcb7232cf8c0e6e359
http://freedomofair.webs.com/
http://freedomofair.webs.com/
http://rawsep.wordpress.com/
http://noccawood.ca/
http://www.CanadianCleanAirAlliance.ca
http://freedomofair.webs.com/
http://breathehealthyair.blogspot.com/
http://takebacktheair.com/index.html
http://www.ehhi.org/
http://coalitionagainstwoodburning.com
http://BurningIssues.org
http://rawsep.wordpress.com/
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Moms for Clean Air 
 

 

 
Families for Clean Air 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://momsforcleanair.net/Home_Page.php
http://www.familiesforcleanair.org/
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 “Burning 2 cords of wood produces the same amount of 
 mutagenic (capable of causing cell mutations that can 
 cause cancer) particles as driving 13 gasoline-powered 
 cars 10,000 miles each at 20 miles/gallon. These 
 figures indicate that the worst contribution that an 
 individual is likely to make to the mutagenicity of the air  
 is using a wood stove for heating, followed by a diesel 
 car.” (Dr. Joellen Lewtas, Contribution of Source 
 Emissions of the Mutagenicity of Ambient Urban Air 
 Particles. U.S., EPA, #91-131.6, 1991) 
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Canadian Action Activities 
 

Wood smoke is a major problem in all of America and Canada. 

National efforts are gaining momentum. Regardless of where we live, 

our actions should focus on getting our national governments to 

regulate wood smoke. To make an impact, if each reader calls or emails 

each of these contacts, we can move mountains.  

Go for it now! 

 
 

Health Canada assesses scientific evidence about the health effects of wood smoke 

and makes this information available to Canadians.  Health Canada is also working 

with other government departments to determine the best ways to minimize risks 

associated with wood smoke.   

In addition, Health Canada is a contributor to the Burn it Smart! Campaign 

sponsored by Natural Resources Canada. 

 

Environment Canada:    www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair  

Health Canada:    air@hc-sc.gc.ca 
Air Health Effects Division, Safe Environments Program, Health Canada 

400 Cooper Street Ottawa, ON K1A 0K9 Telephone: (613) 957-1876 

 

Natural Resources Canada Burn it Smart! Sir William Logan Building, 

11th Floor, 580 Booth Street, Ottawa, ON K1A 0E4 

 

Write or email to your local council & MPs to request that they create or amend a 

bylaw to cover nuisance smoke. Preferably, a ban on all wood burning in residential 

areas. 

          ____________________________________________________________ 

 

The Ontario Ministry of the Environment has released the latest news on Smog 

http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/air/smog/index.php  

 

          ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Click here for the Canadian Bill of Rights You can apply for a review here. 

  

http://www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair
mailto:air@hc-sc.gc.ca
http://www.burnitsmart.org/english/index.html
http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/air/smog/index.php
http://www.eco.on.ca/eng/index.php/environmental-bill-of-rights/about-the-ebr/your-rights-under-the-ebr/apply-for-a-review.php
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U.S. Action Activities 

 
URGENT—Immediate Action ALWAYS Needed 

 
A new EPA-certified wood stove promotion gives a 30% tax credit and a 

huge discount to the public. It is being funded by stimulus money from 

the US government. This flies in the face of the known hazards of wood 

smoke that the EPA acknowledges on their website. If we don’t stop our 

states’ stimulus money from funding this major promotion, it will be 

next to impossible to regulate or ban wood burning in any form.  

 

If you have never protested wood smoke or called your public officials 

before, this is the time to do it!   

 
 Contact your US Senators and Representatives, as well as your state 

Senators and Representatives and City Council members.  Ask them 

to see that the stimulus money does not go towards this 

promotion.  It is crucial to let your elected officials know that you 

don’t want the stimulus money used for this promotion in your 

community—but only to apply to gas or electric 

technology.  (California has a change-out program that only allows 

swap-outs to gas or electric.)   

 

 Let them know that wood smoke is a major health hazard and is a 
major contributor to global warming. 

 

 Send an email to others and ask them for their help too.  (See 

suggested email below). 

 

 Be sure to call your US legislators and State legislators and City 

Council Members, to alert them to the problem and asking for their 

help too in keeping new EPA certified wood burning equipment out 

of your community, even if a state-wide promotion allows them. 

 

 If we don’t stop this unthinkable promotion, there is little hope for a 

healthy legacy for our children and grandchildren.  
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Action #1- Suggested message for calling and emailing U.S. legislators 

and state legislators.  Please also relay on to others and urge them to 

contact others.  

 _________________________ 

 

Date: 

 
Dear (elected official): 

 
Please use your influence to disallow stimulus money to be used for EPA 

wood stove promotion in (your state and/or your community.)  

 

According to the EPA’s own website, wood smoke is a killer responsible 

for premature deaths nation-wide at a rate of 3% of the total deaths 

every year from fine particle pollution. (Harvard School of Public 

Health).  That is close to 73,000 people in the U.S. each year--an 

epidemic!  Wood smoke is extremely hazardous for children, the elderly 

and especially those with asthma.  Asthma is already the number one 

reason for school absenteeism.  It is even implicated in sudden infant 

death syndrome.   

 
Our states are looking for ways to limit fine particulate pollution and 

better air quality.  This should be a “no-brainer.” Wood smoke emits 

over 9,600 % more lead than natural gas, according to the EPA’s own 

data.  It also emits arsenic, mercury, formaldehyde, polyaromatic 

hydrocarbons and dioxins, persistent organic compounds that do not 

break down in the environment or in human lungs, crops, soil and water 

supply.  See http://BurningIssues.org for the facts.  

  

Please do not allow stimulus money to be used for promoting more 

pollution. 

 

(Sign your name and contact info) 

 

_____________________________ 

  
 

http://burningissues.org/
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About the Editors: 
 

 

 

Shirley Brandie 
   

Ontario Director of Canadian Clean Air 

Alliance http://canadiancleanairalliance.ca  

 

She is retired from a medical laboratory 

and currently doing in-depth research on 

the effects of wood smoke on health and 

the environment.  

 

Web site: http://WoodBurnerSmoke.net  

 

  Minneapolis Julie Mellum

 Julie is a Realtor who knows that wood smoke devalues real 

estate as a “material fact” that can affect a potential buyer’s 

use and enjoyment of your property.  She continually 

researches the latest science on wood smoke and is a member 

of the Edina, MN Community Health Committee.     

Web site: Take Back the Air 

 

If you would like to have your wood smoke story published, click here to 

email it. 

 

* We do not accept responsibility for errors in articles submitted for 

publication. It is the responsibility of the author to ensure the facts are, 

to the best of their knowledge, correct. ** 

** Please note that articles submitted for publication may be edited for 

grammar, punctuation and sentence structure. 

Send an email to s.brandie@hotmail.com  to be added to the mailing 

list. 

 

 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
http://canadiancleanairalliance.ca/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
http://www.takebacktheair.com/
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com

