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Welcome! 

We hope that this newsletter will give you the information and inspiration 

you need. Regain clean air to breathe and eliminate the wood burning that 

is affecting your health and your home environment. 

Please pass this issue on to others in need of help and suggest that they 

send an email to s.brandie@hotmail.com to be added to the mailing list. 

   

 

                                    Volume 4, Issue 6 

                                   June ,  2012 

 

                     Editor :  Shirley Brandie  

                    Co-Editor: Julie Mellum 

 

 

Mission Statement 
 

Our mission is to educate public officials, government and all    
citizens about wood smoke as a major form of hazardous air 
pollution that affects our health, use of our property, water, 
crops, livestock, the environment and climate change. We 
urge citizens everywhere to press for legislative changes to 
call wood smoke a public nuisance under state health codes.” 

  
 

   
 

 
   

 
 

Fighting Wood Smoke 
Pollution from the 

Grassroots to Government 
Level 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
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Newsworthy Links 
 

 Newport Beach council decision removes fire rings at beaches 

 

Excerpt: A lifelong Newport Beach resident and Hoag Hospital 

pulmonologist told council members that the smoke aggravates asthma and 

other chronic lung diseases. Some residents of Breakers Drive above Big 

Corona said family members could not visit because the fire ring smoke 

aggravated their lung diseases. 

 

 

  
CVRD – Air Quality Presentation (pdf) 
  

Excerpt: Fine particulate matter (PM) is one of the most important outdoor 

air pollutants from a human health perspective. 
 

 

 
London Mayor Boris Johnson has been accused of “public health fraud” for 
ordering the use of “dust suppressants” to keep down pollution where official 
monitoring is carried out and thereby avoid millions of pounds in EU fines. 
 

 

Gunns project could spell health disaster: doctors 

 
Excerpt: The Australian Medical Association says the Tasmanian 

Government is risking a major public health disaster by fast-tracking 

assessment of a controversial pulp mill. Doctors say the project fails to meet 

pollution guidelines and the community will suffer. But the Lennon 

Government is standing firm. 

 

 

Energy Department Announces $2.5 Million to Advance Technologies 

for Clean-Burning, Efficient Biomass Cookstoves 
 
Disappointing! They should be teaching them to use solar cookers! 
http://energy.gov/articles/energy-department-announces-25-million-advance-
technologies-clean-burning-efficient-biomass 
 

http://www.dailypilot.com/news/tn-dpt-0315-fire-20120314,0,2545253.story
http://www.dailypilot.com/topic/health/physical-conditions/asthma-HEPHC000007.topic
http://www.dailypilot.com/topic/health/human-body/lungs-airways-HHA000035.topic
http://woodburnersmoke.net/CVRD_air_quality_presentation.pdf
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/earthnews/9176543/Boris-accused-of-using-dust-suppressants-to-hide-pollution-levels-before-Olympics.html
http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2007/s1895040.htm
http://energy.gov/articles/energy-department-announces-25-million-advance-technologies-clean-burning-efficient-biomass
http://energy.gov/articles/energy-department-announces-25-million-advance-technologies-clean-burning-efficient-biomass
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Air pollution increasing hospitalization risk 

 

Excerpt: Particle air pollution increases hospitalization for heart and lung 

disease and diabetes. 

  

Links to the dangers of outdoor fire pits  

http://www.bizjournals.com/cincinnati/stories/2009/06/01/story11.html  
  
http://www.newberryobserver.com/view/full_story/1985376/article-Fire-pit-causes-
house-fire 
 
http://www.khou.com/news/local/HFD-Embers-from-backyard-pit-spark-fire-at-
Kingwood-home-114479649.html 
 
http://www.1011now.com/news/headlines/Officials_Fire_Pit_on_Deck_Spark_House_F
ire_132250723.html 
 
http://www.kptv.com/story/15164448/backyard-fire-pit-may-have-sparked-beaverton-
house-fire 
 
http://www.newsday.com/long-island/suffolk/fire-pit-embers-suspected-cause-of-
south-huntington-house-fire-1.2416589 
 
http://www.tampabay.com/news/briefs/article1139702.ece 
 
http://www.kare11.com/news/news_article.aspx?storyid=866356 
http://www.wmur.com/r/24697857/detail.html 
 
http://www.examiner.com/buzz-in-portland/scappoose-house-fire-caused-by-fire-pit-
embers 
 
http://www.canada.com/calgaryherald/news/story.html?id=80e7fbd6-6e93-4aa7-80f9-
51abb36ca61a&k=95244 
 
http://www.wpri.com/dpp/news/local_news/providence/east-providence-outdoor-
cooking-leads-to-house-fire 
 
 
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/24985827/detail.html 
 

http://www.dailyrx.com/news-article/particle-air-pollution-increases-hospitalization-heart-and-lung-disease-and-diabetes-18
http://www.bizjournals.com/cincinnati/stories/2009/06/01/story11.html
http://www.newberryobserver.com/view/full_story/1985376/article-Fire-pit-causes-house-fire
http://www.newberryobserver.com/view/full_story/1985376/article-Fire-pit-causes-house-fire
http://www.khou.com/news/local/HFD-Embers-from-backyard-pit-spark-fire-at-Kingwood-home-114479649.html
http://www.khou.com/news/local/HFD-Embers-from-backyard-pit-spark-fire-at-Kingwood-home-114479649.html
http://www.1011now.com/news/headlines/Officials_Fire_Pit_on_Deck_Spark_House_Fire_132250723.html
http://www.1011now.com/news/headlines/Officials_Fire_Pit_on_Deck_Spark_House_Fire_132250723.html
http://www.kptv.com/story/15164448/backyard-fire-pit-may-have-sparked-beaverton-house-fire
http://www.kptv.com/story/15164448/backyard-fire-pit-may-have-sparked-beaverton-house-fire
http://www.newsday.com/long-island/suffolk/fire-pit-embers-suspected-cause-of-south-huntington-house-fire-1.2416589
http://www.newsday.com/long-island/suffolk/fire-pit-embers-suspected-cause-of-south-huntington-house-fire-1.2416589
http://www.tampabay.com/news/briefs/article1139702.ece
http://www.kare11.com/news/news_article.aspx?storyid=866356
http://www.wmur.com/r/24697857/detail.html
http://www.examiner.com/buzz-in-portland/scappoose-house-fire-caused-by-fire-pit-embers
http://www.examiner.com/buzz-in-portland/scappoose-house-fire-caused-by-fire-pit-embers
http://www.canada.com/calgaryherald/news/story.html?id=80e7fbd6-6e93-4aa7-80f9-51abb36ca61a&k=95244
http://www.canada.com/calgaryherald/news/story.html?id=80e7fbd6-6e93-4aa7-80f9-51abb36ca61a&k=95244
http://www.wpri.com/dpp/news/local_news/providence/east-providence-outdoor-cooking-leads-to-house-fire
http://www.wpri.com/dpp/news/local_news/providence/east-providence-outdoor-cooking-leads-to-house-fire
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Latest Developments in the Investigation of Smoke 

Derived Taint in Grapes and Wine 

(Western Australia) 

Excerpt:  
 

 Losses from smoke taint vary from year to year due to the unpredictable 

nature of bushfire events. 
 

 Wines made from grapes exposed to smoke exhibit various aroma 

characters with some smoke tainted wines containing ‘burnt’, ‘smoked 

meat’, ‘leather’, ‘disinfectant’, ‘charred’, ‘ashtray’ and ‘salami’ aromas. 

Smoke tainted wines are usually unpalatable and unfit for purpose therefore 

resulting in financial losses for the wine industry. 

 

 

  
 

Necrotic lesions evident on leaves exposed to repeated smoke applications (left) in 
comparison to vines that were not exposed to smoke with healthy leaves (right). 
Photos were taken at harvest.   

 
Necrotic lesions evident on leaves exposed to repeated smoke applications (left) in 
comparison to vines that were not exposed to smoke with healthy leaves (right). 
Photos were taken at harvest. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.winetasmania.com.au/files/71FF82ECd01.pdf
http://www.winetasmania.com.au/files/71FF82ECd01.pdf
http://www.winetasmania.com.au/files/71FF82ECd01.pdf
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Is Wood Smoke a “Public Amenity”?  

News from the California Coast 
 

On March 13, 2012 the City Council of Newport Beach, California voted 

unanimously to remove 60 wood burning fire rings from public beaches, after citizens 

voiced health concerns about wood smoke. The hazards of wood smoke are well 

documented; even limited exposure can be harmful to health, particularly for children, 
the elderly, and those with chronic health conditions. Wood smoke is linked to 

premature death in people with heart or lung disease and has been shown to cause 

damage to the nervous system and brain of infants and young children, and harm 

those exposed during pregnancy. 

 

To move forward, the city must get permission from the California Coastal 

Commission (CCC) which serves to protect public coastal access and amenities. 

Ironic, isn’t it that fire rings could be considered a public amenity? Tobacco smoke 
isn’t a public amenity, and wood smoke is chemically as bad, if not worse for human 

health. Still the CCC is quoted in the press as saying, “It’s an amenity for the public.” 

Those who consider public wood burning to be a recreational amenity started an 

online petition and quickly gathered almost 4,000 signatures. Editorials claim 

intrusive government, and even racist motives towards those who simply want to 

breathe smoke-free air at public beaches. Far from being an amenity, for those with 

health disabilities, as well as those who wish to remain healthy, wood smoke at the 
public beach is a toxic hazard that should not be endured for the sake of recreational 

burning. 

The CCC must decide: will they accept the science behind this public health hazard or 

will they be influenced by those who promote burning in spite of the research? This 

could be a landmark decision for California and for other areas where public wood 

burning contributes to pollution and threatens public health. 

What do you think? Would you be willing to help by writing to the California Coastal 

Commission? Email me at barbaraAnnPeters@gmail.com to get more information 
about how to help. Thanks to many dedicated organizations such as Take Back the 

Air, http://takebacktheair.com/. You can also email them at 

info@takebacktheair.com. 

 

 

Barbara A. Peters 
barbaraAnnPeters@gmail.com 

(949) 230-7409 cell 

 

 

mailto:barbaraAnnPeters@gmail.com
http://takebacktheair.com/
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
mailto:barbaraAnnPeters@gmail.com
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Wood Smoke Devalues Real Estate 

 
Most Realtors know that homes impacted by “negative material facts” 

(such as smoke and other noxious odors and chemicals, loud noise or heavy 
traffic) normally sell for considerably less than similar homes that are not 
impacted by these environmental influences.  A “material fact” is anything 
that could affect someone else’s use and enjoyment of the property. Thus it is 
important that Sellers and their agents disclose such facts to potential Buyers 
when listing a home for sale, or they can potentially be sued later for non-
disclosure.   

Homes for sale near wood burning restaurants, coffee shops or frequent 
recreational wood burning are often contaminated by plumes of odor that 
trespass onto their property. This makes them particularly vulnerable to 
disappointed buyers who could claim that their property rights to use and enjoy 
their property smoke-free have been violated and perhaps they wouldn’t have 
bought the property if the Sellers had disclosed this information. 

Online tax records and real estate data demonstrate that homes along 
busy streets with frequent exhaust fumes and noise, for example, normally sell 
for considerably less than comparable homes that are not similarly impacted.   

Lawsuits are beginning to be won against homeowners with outdoor 
wood boilers (OWBs or OWFs), and many cities and small towns are banning 
these units, due to the health hazards of wood smoke, on top of their violating 
the property rights of neighbors who cannot use their property outdoors and 
who also suffer indoors from the frequent, excessive smoke.  

Many real estate forms now require the Seller to list any “environmental 
defects” in the property or other “adverse material defects.”  Even if there is 
no such form in a listing agreement, disclosure is still the responsibility of the 
Seller and their agent. Yet when persistent wood smoke is disclosed, it limits 
the buying pool to begin with, because few Buyers would want to buy the same 
problem that the Seller has. 

Today’s market is depressed, and selling can be difficult, even for 
properties without negative adverse conditions.  Some may argue that wood 
smoke does not affect property values, but this is contrary to factual 
information that multiple listing services demonstrate.  

In summary, it is also common sense, borne out by factual data, that 
homes with negative material defects usually sell for less because of those 
conditions and because there are fewer buyers to begin with. 
 
Take Back the Air 
info@takebacktheair.com 

 

mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
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Parksville, B.C. 

 

 

 

  

What a shame that the municipality allows residential burning. As seen in the above 

photos, the smoke from one burner has destroyed the air quality for all around him. 

And, what does this say about the character of the person who would choke his neighbors 

with smoke? And, more importantly, what does this say about the mayor and council 

members that have ignored this issue? 
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More than just chickens 

Macleans of March 19, 2012, p22, had an article by Anthony Davis called 

“Running A-Fowl of the Constitution” about a Calgary court hearing why 

keeping hens in the city is really a Charter right. A large letter box in the 

middle of the article also proclaimed “Urban chicken fans say bans infringe 

on their freedoms. This is so much more than just chickens.” 

I agree that this IS more than just chickens. The court ruling should be very 

interesting, since this concerns the seemingly unfairness of varying bylaws 

in varying places all across the country. Whatever is not in the national 

criminal code is fair game for local interpretation about freedoms. 

The three common municipal bylaws usually concern litter, noise and air 

pollution, not chickens specifically. One supporter claims that “A swell of 

citified Canadians are breaking down the distinctions we have between city 

and country.” Bringing rural practices like keeping cows, sewage lagoons or 

shooting rifles into the city is truly naïve.  

Try nitpicking over wood smoke rather than a few hens for a real good fight. 

Most politicians and judges at all levels of government are totally chicken to 

deal with a real issue like wood smoke. 

Wood smoke for individual heat is claimed as a charter right while others 

claim cleaner air as a charter right. If one has access to cleaner heat like 

natural gas or electricity, can the city homeowner be forced to abandon 

wood heat? If all the residents of a town are for wood smoke, could any law 

stop them? The history of Canada before cleaner sources demanded wood, 

so just imagine the ruffling of feathers when suggesting that banning wood 

smoke near others is as important an issue as banning a few chickens. 

 

Vic Steblin – BSc Honours Math, MA Math Education from UBC - Retired 
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Burning “Clean” means “NO Burning”! 
  
“Burning clean” is an oxymoron 
There’s a lot of hype about “burning clean” these days, in response to 
burgeoning complaints about wood smoke throughout North America. In 
cities everywhere, people are developing respiratory problems at 
unprecedented levels and asthma is the number one reason for school 
absenteeism. 
 
“Burn clean” programs imply that if you burn dry, clean, untreated wood, 
everything will be hunkey-dorey. But don’t believe it! Burning so-called 
“clean wood”, compared to the same measure of natural gas, emits 
staggeringly more toxins, according to EPA data. For example, wood smoke 
emits over 9,600 percent more lead than natural gas, and similar amounts 
more mercury, arsenic, benzene, sulfur dioxide and formaldehyde, and 
other serious pollutants. If you’d like to see a copy of the list, please email 
info@takebacktheair.com and we will send you the list or other 
information about wood smoke that you may desire. 
 
Many cities are offering change-outs from wood burning stoves and heaters 
to cleaner technology. But don’t be fooled by claims of “cleaner burning” 
equipment, because the combustion of any wood or other biomass is never 
“clean”. Switching to natural gas is the safe, cleanest way to go. 

 
 

Take Back the Air 
info@takebacktheair.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
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Air monitoring is folly 

 
 

Air quality monitoring does nothing to stop the severe pollution that wood 

burning causes. Nor does it slow our skyrocketing asthma rates and 

premature deaths from wood smoke inhalation.  

 

When we hear talk of monitoring, we must recognize that it becomes a 

delaying tactic with always-debatable results that may not calibrate to the air 

quality index anyway. The main point is that in neighborhoods when people 

burn, the air quality index always exceeds acceptable air quality standards—

it’s above-the-charts high. We must stop all forms of "elective" wood 

burning. There are healthier alternatives that more efficiently heat homes 

and provide recreation, such as natural gas. 

 

It is apparent that we already have too much wood smoke in our air in most 

American cities and that it presents a severe public health hazard. Results of 

monitoring will only cause us to chase our tails and then wrestle with the 

political issue of whose "right" is more important: the right to smoke out 

others, or the right to breathe clean air. 

 

Which do you think is more important? We must pressure public officials to 

begin regulating this monster that is a major source of black carbon soot and 

speeds global warming. 

 

 

Buck Murdoch 
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The journal American Scientist, September-October, 2008, p380-389, presented 
an article titled “Evolution: For the Good of the Group” by Wilson DS and Wilson 
EO of Binghamton University and Harvard. The summary stated that “It’s time for 
a more discriminating assessment of group selection.” Although it takes a 
genetics professional to truly understand the concepts, I will try to summarize the 
main idea. 

The argument is about how biological traits evolve under pressure from both 
groups and individuals. Individuals can cheat while groups of individuals can act 
altruistically as to some particular behaviour. For example, individual wood 
burners can cheat the whole neighbourhood by saving individual costs at the 
health expense of the whole group. This interacting layer of competition is like a 
nested Russian doll and is called Multilevel Selection Theory (MLS). Although the 
examples presented are from biology, like slime molds or insect colonies, the 
same principles can also apply to higher level behaviours in human society. 

When humans crowd together into urban areas, old accepted rural practices get 
modified for the “benefit of the group”. Note how garbage and sewage collection, 
water, electricity and heat supply evolve into distribution networks for the “benefit 
of the group” instead of “individual freedoms”. 

The freedom to make noise, throw garbage, shoot rifles, raise cows or chickens, 
and to burn wood near others gets modified by municipal bylaws. Some practices 
that benefit only the individual at a great enough group expense get totally 
banned. Wood smoke is on the way to total banishment. 

The authors point out that it is the pressure between larger groups that gives the 
altruistic groups the advantage. For wood burning communities, it is obvious that 
people will not move to a place that allows a lot of pollution. Since humans are 
the only minds in nature that can appreciate these ideas, let us work together in a 
spirit of consideration and cooperation when in crowded areas and let us ban 
wood burning air pollution.  

 

Article by: Vic Steblin – BSc Honours Math, MA Math Education from UBC - 

Retired   
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Although inspired in part by real attitudes, behaviors and situations, the following story is 

fictional and does not depict any actual person or event. Any resemblance to people or 

neighborhoods you have observed is purely coincidental.  

Smoketopia Development Nominated for Green Award 

 
Citizens of Soothaven, Erant Finn's sophisticated dome-covered development for smoke 

lovers, are excited at the prospect of winning this year's Friend of the Environment award.  

Finn is beaming with pride, because it's the first time an entire development has garnered the 

nomination.  In a press release, he had this to say:  "As a developer,  I'm so proud to have 

played a role in the creation of Soothaven, but it's the citizen burners who deserve credit for 

this nomination.  They're recycling the creosote from the dome!" 

  
The path to the nomination started out modestly enough, with Soothaven's Dome 

Maintenance Association announcing a contest for suggestions on how to recycle the 

creosote that adheres to the underside of the dome.  "People came up with all kinds of 

solutions, just a real outpouring of creativity," Finn exclaimed during a subsequent telephone 

interview.  "We have this abundant renewable resource to work with, so it was inevitable that 

we were going to get some great ideas." 

  

Residents of Soothaven have found multiple uses for the creosote.  Local dentists are 

resuming the obsolete practice of using it with root canals, proving that everything old is new 

again.  Busy on-the-go moms apply it to meat when they're in a hurry and don't have time to 

fire up the meat smoker-- no more waiting hours for dinner, the creosote cooks the meat 

quickly.  Wood tar shampoo is a big hit, as is creosote mascara.  The latter comes in two 

shades:  Smoky Brown for everyday wear, and Classic Soothaven Black, when events require 

a formal touch.     

  
One local business, Domes Day Tanning Salon, even offers a spray-on tan concocted from 

the stuff.  The owner, Bimbie Smith, hopes it will be a popular option for those whose skin is 

sensitive to the conventional tanning methods.  "We figured, why not?  If it works for 

railroad ties, it ought to be long-lasting on the skin," she reasoned.  "It's probably never going 

to replace the traditional ultraviolet radiation of the tanning bed, but it fills a niche."  She 

points out that a woman can stop in for a spray-on tan, grab her evening gown from the dry-

cleaner on the way home, apply a little Soothaven Black mascara to her lashes, and be ready 

for an elegant evening out.   

  
Soothaven resident Stewart Padidiette, who owns a home on Anoxic Way, has come up with 

a recipe for creosote jelly, and has been marketing it throughout Smoketopia County.  "I've 

got the basic recipe, and then I've got the creosote-red pepper, which has been selling real 

well locally, and orders are starting to come in from all over.  It's great on crackers.  Plus you 

can use it like if you have a sore on your skin, as a balm too-- a lot of people have told me 

that works."  Stewart adds that it can also be used to de-skunk a pet.  Asked if skunks are a 

problem in Soothaven, he reflected a moment and then answered, "It's kind of hard to tell, 

most of the time.  We really don't get much wildlife here.  I can't remember the last time I 

saw even so much as a bird, except for one I found by my outdoor wood boiler.  It never 
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hurts to be prepared, though.  We don't want anything competing with the smell of our 

smoke, or there goes the neighborhood."   

  
Mary Nunbright is over the top about the nomination, graciously adding that there is some 

stiff but friendly competition:  Smoketopia's prescribed burn coalition is also up for the 

award.  The coalition has advocated tirelessly to increase the number of burns in the county, 

their eventual goal being at least one per day all year round, weather permitting.  "I have 

nothing but respect for the Smoketopia PBC," said Mary, "those guys are a breath of fresh 

air.  You know they're helping our environment because you can see it.  If you don't believe 

me, go look for yourself.  You can't argue with all that smoke.  We kid back and forth with 

them about who's going to win the award this year, but we know the environment of 

Smoketopia is the real winner."  Well-said, Mary, well-said. 

 

 

©Katherine Troidl 3-16-12 
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Editorial 
 

June… What is with the chimneas & fire pits? One takes a chance leaving 

their windows open while they are out of the house and unaware that 

someone has decided that burning something would be entertaining. 

 

Some of us are extremely lucky that chimneas are not allowed and that there 

are also by-laws that cover fire pits. 

 

I had an up-close and personal experience that proved to me that just having 

a by-law in place can end the smoke.  A neighbor had a fire going in her 

chimnea on a warm and sunny afternoon! When I came up the stairs, with 

some laundry, I was overwhelmed by the smoke that had come in through an 

open window. I sent her an email advising her of it and let her know that 

there was a by-law that NO chimneas were allowed here. 

I have seen no smoke since. By-laws do work! 

 

The chimnea will look great with flowers planted in it. But, light it again and 

I will file a complaint. They risk a heavy fine if they take the chance. 

 

What makes a person think that, in a group of townhouses, they can fill the 

air we all share with smoke? Not while I’m around! 

 

These chimneas are sold in many retail stores and have a warning on the 

package to check your community by-laws before purchase. Let’s be 

serious… how many people read the small print? 

I doubt that they care as long as they make a sale. Shame on them! 

 

It’s time that we target these stores with emails suggesting they find a way to 

prove where the chimneas are being used (zip/postal codes?) and demand 

that they refuse to sell them to those living in non-permitted zones. 

 

It’s your air to breathe…. fight for it! 

 

 

Shirley 
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BOZO of the Month 
 

 
In my opinion 

 
San Diego, California 

  

According to their web site, after more than 3 years, the city is once again 

funding its waterfront fire pit program! 

Previous to that the citizens did the clean-up of the fire pits. 

No wonder that California has so many people complaining about air 

quality! 

 

There are 186 fire pits and, according to the Mayor: “These fire pits are a 

hallmark of San Diego’s culture and community.” 

Really??? This is something to be proud of? 

 

It seems, to me, that a beach should be a place where everyone can go to 

enjoy themselves. Many people avoid an area that is filled with the toxic 

stench of wood smoke. Some, especially the aged, the very young and those 

with heart and lung problems cannot go there at all. Is this fair to them? 

Is the beach not equally theirs to enjoy? 

 

Come on, San Diego, get with it and remove those filthy fire pits and allow 

ALL of your residents and visitors to enjoy clean air to breathe. 

 

 

Bylaw amendments…. Have they heard of them? 

 

Shirley 
 

http://www.sandiego.gov/
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Legal  Help 
 
**Note to any legal firm that can provide help with residential wood 

smoke issues and wishes to add their name to this page.**  

 

Please email  with your state/province, name of firm, who to Shirley

contact (email address & telephone)   

 
 

 

NOTICE of FLORIDA and KENTUCKY ATTORNEY WILLING TO CONSIDER 

WOOD SMOKE CASES, perhaps on a contingency. 

Attorney Sherri Myers is a Florida attorney who is also licensed to practice in 

Kentucky and in 2 federal courts.  She specializes in the rights of persons with 

disabilities, many of whom may be protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA, the civil rights law that is intended to ensure that citizens with disabilities such as 

asthma, for example, have “access” to public spaces such as city parks, streets and 

sidewalks. A federal court in northern Iowa ordered the town of Mallard, Iowa, to 

disallow wood and leaf burning, because the smoke presented a physical barrier to a 

small child with severe asthma, making her unable to use city streets and sidewalks.  

  

Sherri is interested in legal issues that impact persons with multiple chemical sensitivity 

and other environmental illnesses.  She also serves on the Pensacola City Council and in 

that role is working to influence governmental policies on environmental issues. She is 

the Advocacy Coordinator for the Center for Independent Living Disability Resource 

Center.  Sherri lives in Pensacola, which is located in the panhandle of Florida.  Contact 

her at sfmada@aol.com.   Phone: (850) 484-0902 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:sfmada@aol.com
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Legal  Help 

 

Outdoor Wood Boilers have the potential to create nuisances or harm human health by 

releasing unsafe levels of Particulate Pollution and other cancer causing air contaminants.  

Scientific studies and lab testing have shown that some Outdoor Wood Boilers exceed 

EPA safe air thresholds at levels that can cause both short and long term health problems, 

even death.  

The American Lung Association states that anyone can be affected by particle pollution 

but several groups are most at risk: 

 Children under 18 

 Adults 65 and older 

 Anyone with chronic lung disease, such as asthma, chronic bronchitis, or emphysema 

 Anyone with a cardiovascular disease, such as high blood pressure, coronary artery disease, 
or congestive heart failure and diabetes.  

Joe Ritch an attorney in Corpus Christi Texas who specializes in nuisance and product 

liability believes everyone should be able to live in their home and enjoy their property 

without fear of harm.  

If you or someone you love is being adversely affected by the contaminants emitted from 

an Outdoor Wood Boiler you may be eligible for representation with no out of pocket 

expenses. To have your case evaluated please call 361-885-7500 and ask for Joseph 

Ritch.  
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Wood smoke:  Know the Facts 

 
Wood Smoke… 
 

1. Violates the property rights of others to use and enjoy their property 
smoke-free. 

 
2. Contains many of the same toxins that are in tobacco smoke. These 

include lead, mercury, arsenic, benzene, polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs), carbon monoxide and dioxin(s), “some of the most 
insidious chemicals known to man.” (Harvard School of Public Health). 
They also accumulate in the environment. 

 
3. Is implicated in asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature death in 

people of all ages, including sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS). 
 

4. Violates the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Guidelines by presenting 
a “barrier” to those with disabilities such as asthma, preventing them 
from accessing public spaces.  Parks, bike paths, playgrounds, sidewalks, 
outdoor sports and public gatherings are often inaccessible and unhealthy, 
due to wood smoke. 

 
5. Stresses everyone’s immune system.  Children, the elderly, and those 

with asthma, lung or heart issues, diabetes or other disabilities are among 
the most vulnerable.  

 
6. Is a major source of black carbon soot fine particulates, which are bundled 

with cancer-causing and hormone-disrupting chemicals.  
 

7. Is implicated in reproductive birth defects and childhood diseases 
including asthma, pneumonia, cancer, autism, Asperger's Syndrome, 
allergies and other disorders. 

 
8. Interferes with the seeding of rain and moisture in clouds, and also 

accelerates the melting of glaciers (www.burningissues.org/car-
www/science/Climate/index.html) and 
www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/apr/20/black-carbon-emissions). 

 
9. Burning wood is an increasingly serious fire hazard. Please don’t burn 

wood! 
 

 
For more information, contact  info@takebacktheair.com 
Website:  www.takebacktheair.com 

http://www.burningissues.org/car-www/science/Climate/index.html
http://www.burningissues.org/car-www/science/Climate/index.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/apr/20/black-carbon-emissions
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
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JOIN OUR NEW NETWORK! 
 
Our cause has gained great momentum, with more people joining the 

anti-wood smoke efforts weekly. Our focus now is to help everyone 

connect with others near us nation-wide in the US and Canada. 

We must unite in pressuring our municipalities and governments 

toward wood smoke regulations as soon as possible. 

Therefore, I am looking for Volunteer Wood Smoke Coordinators in 

EVERY STATE & PROVINCE to field and manage wood smoke 

complaints and issues in their own state or province. 

The goal is to share information nation-wide and to focus on wood 

smoke regulation. 

I think it’s safe to say that anyone reading this newsletter probably has 

issues with wood smoke. 

If you are willing to give your name and email address so we can form a 

visible network please email Shirley or Julie. 

Perhaps you would be willing to help with letter writing, flyer passing, 

etc. No money is required, just a willingness to be someone others can 

contact for support or more involvement.  

Contact Julie at info@takebacktheair.com if you would like your name 

to appear on our state/province–wide contacts page or if you’d like to 

become your state or province’s “representative” to coordinate contacts 

within your state or province. Contact Julie, also, if you’d like to learn 

who else is fighting wood smoke in your area and if you want concrete 

suggestions on how to get results. 

 

Network Representative List 
  

To find a list of representatives in your area or to volunteer for your 

State or Province please refer to the “LINKS” page on my web site. 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Links.htm
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All burning results in very fine micro particulates and there is no safe level of this 
asbestos sized, dangerous air pollutant. Solid fuels, such as pellets and especially 
wood, produce more smoke and emit more fine particulate air pollutants than 
cleaner fuels such as gas and electricity.  
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Bylaws & Bans 

**I am beginning to compile a list of municipalities that are 

acting on wood smoke emissions. Please send me a link to any 

that you find to be added to the list.** 

Golden, BRITISH COLUMBIA-  passed a bylaw prohibiting the 

installation of any solid fuel burning appliance (Bylaw # 1150). 

Hampstead, QUEBEC - banned all new installations of wood stoves and 

ordered existing wood stoves to be removed within 7 years. (Bylaw # 729-2) 

Montreal, QUEBEC (Apr. 29/2009) - no further installation of any wood 

burning stoves or fireplaces. 

Suffolk, NEW JERSEY - bans all OWBs within 1000 feet of another house. 

Stillwater, MINNESOTA - bans all wood burning or boiling stoves - 

existing and future (March 11, 2010). 

Pleasant Prairie, WISCONSIN - bans all new outdoor wood furnaces and 

wood boilers. 

Savage City, MINNESOTA - prohibits outdoor wood boilers (OWBs). 

Burnsville, MINNESOTA - banned OWBs December 2008. 

New Prague, MINNESOTA - total ban on OWBs. 

Grand Forks, BRITISH COLUMBIA - The bylaw states that “no person 

shall create a nuisance using a wood burning appliance in such a way as to 

disturb the health and comfort of two or more persons from separate 

dwellings.” Enforcement would be complaint driven and fines could be up 

to $500. 

Houston, BRITISH COLUMBIA - requires uncertified appliances to be 

removed by 2010. 

St. Thomas, ONTARIO - prohibits the use of outdoor fireplaces including 

wood boilers and chimeneas. 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
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Sarnia, ONTARIO - has set stringent restrictions on setback distances for 

outdoor boiler operations from the nearest dwellings and property lines. 

Nation, ONTARIO - outdoor wood boiler specifications have been set 

which include minimum lot sizes, distance from property lines and 

distances from property buildings. 

Elmira, NEW YORK - Ban on smoke and other deleterious fumes that 

cross property lines onto the property of another. Fines are $250 for a 

second offence or a jail term. Best ban in the country! 

Marion, IOWA -prohibits new outdoor wood-burning boilers within city 

limits and to regulate existing setups. All existing boilers must be 

registered by Jan. 1; have smokestacks two feet higher than any residential 

roof within 300 feet of the system; and be removed when the property 

changes hands. 

CONNECTICUT - Avon, Granby, Tolland, Hebron, Woodbridge, South 

Windsor, Portland, Norfolk, Ridgefield, Haddam, Cheshire, West 

Hartford, Hamden, North Haven and New Fairfield – 17 towns have 

banned outdoor wood furnaces in order to protect the health and property 

values of their citizens. 

Inver Grove Heights, MINNESOTA - Nov. 15, 2010 - council bans all 

OWBs. All OWBs must be removed from properties by Oct. 01, 2011. 
  

The STATE of WASHINGTON - has laws to address neighbor's wood 

smoke. According to the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency, “generating 

excessive smoke is not only unneighborly, it’s illegal. Under state 

regulations, smoke from a person’s chimney cannot exceed 20 percent 

opacity for six consecutive minutes. Greater smoke densities could result in 

fines from air pollution control officials. It is always illegal to smoke out 

your neighbor. Everyone has a right to breathe clean air. If smoke from 

your fire is affecting your neighbors, it is considered a nuisance and 

subject to enforcement action.” 

Salmon Arm, BRITISH COLUMBIA -  No person shall install an Outdoor 

Solid-Fuel Combustion Appliance in or about any premises. 
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Huron East, ONTARIO - Bylaw passed - all new OWB's to have minimum 

setback allowances and lot sizes. A great improvement over what they had 

before – nothing. 

Nappanee - Bans  Outdoor Wood Furnaces  

Twinsburg, OHIO - Council voted 7-0 in favor of adding outdoor 
wood-burning furnaces or boilers to a list of items that are restricted. 

Marion County, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

Evansville, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

Long Beach, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

City of LaPorte, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

Michigan City, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

Butler, Indiana – Bans OWBs within city limits. 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

http://twinsburg.patch.com/articles/outdoor-wood-furnaces-may-get-smoked-out-in-twinsburg
http://twinsburg.patch.com/articles/outdoor-wood-furnaces-may-get-smoked-out-in-twinsburg
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Photos and Videos 

  
 

 

  

 

  

  

  
 

To see some photos that victims of wood smoke have sent click here 
 

To have your own photo listed, send an email to: s.brandie@hotmail.com  

 

 

Just a few photos to show to your public officials and others you want to convince 
that only a ban on smoke release will change this! 

Click here for videos 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/other_photos.htm
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Videos.htm
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LINKS & MORE 

 
Click here for a heart-breaking story & video of a family subjected to wood smoke. 
 

 

Click here to see Clive Stott’s peaceful, but meaningful protest of forestry burning 

in Australia. 
 
My PowerPoint Show         Video sent by email           Chase, B.C. video 

  

 

 

  

Wood 

Burner 

Smoke 

 
Editor’s Site 

 
   

 

 

 
cleanairtas.com 

 

 

 
 

Freedom of 

Air 

 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/lynn_smoke.wmv
http://woodburnersmoke.net/smoke_001.WMV
http://woodburnersmoke.net/smoke_001.WMV
http://woodburnersmoke.net/PPT/where_theres_smoke_theres_ire.ppt
http://woodburnersmoke.net/lagrange_new_york.wmv
http://www.canadiancleanairalliance.ca/chase_bc.wmv
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://www.cleanairtas.com/
http://cleanairtas.com/phpbb/index.php?sid=d0cdd088e05532fcb7232cf8c0e6e359
http://freedomofair.webs.com/
http://freedomofair.webs.com/
http://noccawood.ca/
http://www.CanadianCleanAirAlliance.ca
http://freedomofair.webs.com/
http://breathehealthyair.blogspot.com/
http://takebacktheair.com/index.html
http://www.ehhi.org/
http://www.familiesforcleanair.org/
http://BurningIssues.org
http://rawsep.wordpress.com/
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Moms for Clean Air 
 

 

 
Families for Clean Air 

 

 

 
RAWSEP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 “Burning 2 cords of wood produces the same amount of 
 mutagenic (capable of causing cell mutations that can 
 cause cancer) particles as driving 13 gasoline-powered 
 cars 10,000 miles each at 20 miles/gallon. These 
 figures indicate that the worst contribution that an 
 individual is likely to make to the mutagenicity of the air  
 is using a wood stove for heating, followed by a diesel 
 car.” (Dr. Joellen Lewtas, Contribution of Source 
 Emissions of the Mutagenicity of Ambient Urban Air 
 Particles. U.S., EPA, #91-131.6, 1991) 

 

http://rawsep.wordpress.com/
http://momsforcleanair.net/Home_Page.php
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Canadian Action Activities 
 

Wood smoke is a major problem in all of America and Canada. 

National efforts are gaining momentum. Regardless of where we live, 

our actions should focus on getting our national governments to 

regulate wood smoke. To make an impact, if each reader calls or emails 

each of these contacts, we can move mountains.  

Go for it now! 

 
 

Health Canada assesses scientific evidence about the health effects of wood smoke 

and makes this information available to Canadians.  Health Canada is also working 

with other government departments to determine the best ways to minimize risks 

associated with wood smoke.   

In addition, Health Canada is a contributor to the Burn it Smart! Campaign 

sponsored by Natural Resources Canada. 

 

Environment Canada:    www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair  

Health Canada:    air@hc-sc.gc.ca 
Air Health Effects Division, Safe Environments Program, Health Canada 

400 Cooper Street Ottawa, ON K1A 0K9 Telephone: (613) 957-1876 

 

Natural Resources Canada Burn it Smart! Sir William Logan Building, 

11th Floor, 580 Booth Street, Ottawa, ON K1A 0E4 

 

Write or email to your local council & MPs to request that they create or amend a 

bylaw to cover nuisance smoke. Preferably, a ban on all wood burning in residential 

areas. 

          ____________________________________________________________ 

 

The Ontario Ministry of the Environment has released the latest news on Smog 

http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/air/smog/index.php  

 

          ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Click here for the Canadian Bill of Rights You can apply for a review here. 

  

http://www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair
mailto:air@hc-sc.gc.ca
http://www.burnitsmart.org/english/index.html
http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/air/smog/index.php
http://www.eco.on.ca/eng/index.php/environmental-bill-of-rights/about-the-ebr/your-rights-under-the-ebr/apply-for-a-review.php
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U.S. Action Activities 

 
URGENT—Immediate Action ALWAYS Needed 

 
A new EPA-certified wood stove promotion gives a 30% tax credit and a 

huge discount to the public. It is being funded by stimulus money from 

the US government. This flies in the face of the known hazards of wood 

smoke that the EPA acknowledges on their website. If we don’t stop our 

states’ stimulus money from funding this major promotion, it will be 

next to impossible to regulate or ban wood burning in any form.  

 

If you have never protested wood smoke or called your public officials 

before, this is the time to do it!   

 
 Contact your US Senators and Representatives, as well as your state 

Senators and Representatives and City Council members.  Ask them 

to see that the stimulus money does not go towards this 

promotion.  It is crucial to let your elected officials know that you 

don’t want the stimulus money used for this promotion in your 

community—but only to apply to gas or electric 

technology.  (California has a change-out program that only allows 

swap-outs to gas or electric.)   

 

 Let them know that wood smoke is a major health hazard and is a 
major contributor to global warming. 

 

 Send an email to others and ask them for their help too.  (See 

suggested email below). 

 

 Be sure to call your US legislators and State legislators and City 

Council Members, to alert them to the problem and asking for their 

help too in keeping new EPA certified wood burning equipment out 

of your community, even if a state-wide promotion allows them. 

 

 If we don’t stop this unthinkable promotion, there is little hope for a 

healthy legacy for our children and grandchildren.  
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Action #1- Suggested message for calling and emailing U.S. legislators 

and state legislators.  Please also relay on to others and urge them to 

contact others.  

 _________________________ 

 

Date: 

 
Dear (elected official): 

 
Please use your influence to disallow stimulus money to be used for EPA 

wood stove promotion in (your state and/or your community.)  

 

According to the EPA’s own website, wood smoke is a killer responsible 

for premature deaths nation-wide at a rate of 3% of the total deaths 

every year from fine particle pollution. (Harvard School of Public 

Health).  That is close to 73,000 people in the U.S. each year--an 

epidemic!  Wood smoke is extremely hazardous for children, the elderly 

and especially those with asthma.  Asthma is already the number one 

reason for school absenteeism.  It is even implicated in sudden infant 

death syndrome.   

 
Our states are looking for ways to limit fine particulate pollution and 

better air quality.  This should be a “no-brainer.” Wood smoke emits 

over 9,600 % more lead than natural gas, according to the EPA’s own 

data.  It also emits arsenic, mercury, formaldehyde, polyaromatic 

hydrocarbons and dioxins, persistent organic compounds that do not 

break down in the environment or in human lungs, crops, soil and water 

supply.  See http://BurningIssues.org for the facts.  

  

Please do not allow stimulus money to be used for promoting more 

pollution. 

 

(Sign your name and contact info) 

 

_____________________________ 

  
 

http://burningissues.org/
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About the Editors: 
 

 

 

Shirley Brandie 
   

Ontario Director of Canadian Clean Air 

Alliance http://canadiancleanairalliance.ca  

 

She is retired from a medical laboratory 

and currently doing in-depth research on 

the effects of wood smoke on health and 

the environment.  

 

Web site: http://WoodBurnerSmoke.net  

 

  Minneapolis Julie Mellum

 Julie is a Realtor who knows that wood smoke devalues real 

estate as a “material fact” that can affect a potential buyer’s 

use and enjoyment of your property.  She continually 

researches the latest science on wood smoke and is a member 

of the Edina, MN Community Health Committee.     

Web site: Take Back the Air 

 

If you would like to have your wood smoke story published, click here to 

email it. 

 

* We do not accept responsibility for errors in articles submitted for 

publication. It is the responsibility of the author to ensure the facts are, 

to the best of their knowledge, correct. ** 

** Please note that articles submitted for publication may be edited for 

grammar, punctuation and sentence structure. 

Send an email to s.brandie@hotmail.com  to be added to the mailing 

list. 

 

 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
http://canadiancleanairalliance.ca/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
http://www.takebacktheair.com/
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com

