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Welcome! 

We hope that this newsletter will give you the information and inspiration 

you need. Regain clean air to breathe and eliminate the wood burning that 

is affecting your health and your home environment. 

Please pass this issue on to others in need of help and suggest that they 

send an email to s.brandie@hotmail.com to be added to the mailing list. 

   

 

                                    Volume 4, Issue 9 

                          September ,  2012 

 

                     Editor :  Shirley Brandie  

                    Co-Editor: Julie Mellum 

 

 

Mission Statement 
 

Our mission is to educate public officials, government and all    
citizens about wood smoke as a major form of hazardous air 
pollution that affects our health, use of our property, water, 
crops, livestock, the environment and climate change. We 
urge citizens everywhere to press for legislative changes to 
call wood smoke a public nuisance under state health codes.” 

  
 

   
 

 
   

 
 

Fighting Wood Smoke 
Pollution from the 

Grassroots to Government 
Level 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
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Newsworthy Links 
 

 
Texas judge rules “The sky belongs to everyone” 

 

Excerpt: “Texas judge rules atmosphere, air is a public trust”, reads the 

headline in the Boston Globe. A tiny breakthrough but with big potential 

consequences. 

 

 
 Steep fines for wood-burning restaurants 

 
Excerpt: At least two owners of Portuguese barbecue chicken eateries were 

fined for the pungent smoke that wafts from their restaurant chimneys. 

 

  

The effects of air pollution on prenatal health 
 

Excerpt: Combined prenatal exposure to airborne PAHs and postnatal 

secondhand smoke results in the increased likelihood of respiratory and 

asthma-like symptoms at one and two years of age and at five to six years of 

age. 

 

 

Wood-fired plants generate violations 

 
Excerpt: BLUE LAKE, Calif.—Malodorous brown smoke from a power 

plant enveloped this logging town on April 29, 2010, and several hundred 

residents fled until it passed 

  

 

 

The health effects of wood smoke 
  

Don’t miss reading this one! 

 

 

https://www.commondreams.org/view/2012/07/26-2
http://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2012/07/11/texas-judge-rules-atmosphere-air-public-trust/KidpxrAyYllPPnrijt3OjI/story.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/story/2012/01/29/wood-burning-barbecue-restaurants-fined.html
http://www.care2.com/greenliving/the-effects-of-air-pollution-on-prenatal-health.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303740704577524822063133842.html#articleTabs%3Darticle
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Health%20effects%20of%20wood%20smoke%20Wash%20state.pdf
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Health%20effects%20of%20wood%20smoke%20Wash%20state.pdf
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 B.C.  Pulp mill fined after 2008 “lethal” release 

 

209,344,000 litres of deleterious effluent was released into the Excerpt: 

Columbia River. 

 

Biomass – BCLA Webinar 

Excerpt: Do woodsmoke particles pose different levels of risk from other 

particles? 

 

Wood-burning_Appliances_Dec2009.pdf 

Excerpt:  Residential Use of Wood-Burning Appliances in Canada: 

Emissions, Health Effects, and Intervention Strategies 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  
  

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.hazmatmag.com/news/bc-pulp-mill-fined-after-2008-lethal-release/1001575117/rM1s0w384W7vqx08yM2vx/?link_source=aypr_HM&AF=&utm_source=HM&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=HM-EN07312012&link_targ=DailyNews
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Biomass%20-%20BCLA%20Webinar.pdf
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Biomass%20-%20BCLA%20Webinar.pdf
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Wood-burning_Appliances_Dec2009.pdf
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Is Wood Smoke a “Public Amenity”? 
An update from the California Coast 

 
We need your help!  Help us tell the California Coastal Commission that 
wood smoke is harmful to human health!   
 
In my June article I described how the City Council of Newport Beach, 
California voted unanimously to remove 60 wood burning fire pits from local 
beaches because of health and safety concerns.  That was a huge step, but 
it’s not over.  Now, the California Coastal Commission (CCC) – which has 
authority over beach amenities – will decide whether or not the health risk 
is real.   
 
Far from being an amenity, wood smoke lingers in the coastal marine layer 
threatening the health of all who breathe it.  Local residents suffer the 
most from breathing wood smoke 365 days a year.  Families who visit are 
often unaware that even short term exposure to wood smoke is harmful, 
especially to children, the elderly, and those with chronic health 
conditions.  Those with asthma face a toxic barrier of wood smoke that can 
trigger an attack, preventing their access to the public beach.  
  
The proponents of public wood burning are doing all they can to inflame 
prejudice and emotions through local columnists, like this recent headline 
in the Los Angeles Times, “Throwing Cold Water on the Romance of Beach 
Bonfires”.  They seem to want to turn it into an argument of beliefs, class 
warfare, or political affiliation – anything that will get people aroused - 
when the spotlight should be on the proven harm to human health.   
 
Will you help us, please?  Let the California Coastal Commission know that 
the research about wood smoke is real, not anecdotal.  After all, no one 
considers tobacco smoke to be a public amenity!  Let them know many 
people all over North America are paying attention and are working 
together to educate government agencies on the health risks of breathing 
wood smoke.   
 
Send an email to Karl.Schwing@coastal.ca.gov, and write to him at: 
 

California Coastal Commission 
Mr. Karl Schwing, Supervisor, Orange County 
200 Oceangate 
Suite 1000 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
 

You can email me at barbaraAnnPeters@gmail.com.  Thank you. 
 

mailto:Karl.Schwing@coastal.ca.gov
mailto:barbaraAnnPeters@gmail.com
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Although inspired in part by real attitudes, behaviors, and situations, the following story 

is fictional and does not depict any actual person or event. Any resemblance to people or 

neighborhoods you have observed is purely coincidental.  

Smoketopia County holds its own International Games 

 

The recent Summer Olympics have inspired Soothaven residents to start a tradition of 

their own: the International Smoketopia Games. Most of the games will be held in 

Soothaven, Smoketopia's dome-covered development for smoke-lovers, although a few 

of the events will take place outside the dome in nearby fields.  

 

Members of the Dome Maintenance Association, made up of Soothaven's civic leaders, 

came up with the concept while trying to think of healthy summer activities for the entire 

community. Mary Nunbright, chairman of the Physician Procurement Committee, loves 

the idea. "Well, it's going to be really neat!" she gushes. "It'll open up with the Festival of 

Smoke, to show that our athletes are smokin' hot, and to get everyone in the spirit of the 

event. I've invited several physicians to join in the festivities. Hopefully this will snag us 

a doctor!" 

 

Stewart Padidiette isn't thinking about doctors right now. He's in training to prepare for 

his events. He and next-door neighbor Wes Pestergall are both entered in the 5-meter 

dash and are on the same team for the firepit relay. "Me and Wes, we really tear around 

that commons area firepit, handing off the baton. I think we must have a lot of 

endorphins from all this exercise, because we sure do get woozy and out of breath!" he 

says, shaking his head in wonderment. 

  

Wes laughs and says "Yeah, Stew, maybe it's endorphins or maybe it's 'cuz we're running 

in circles! I'll tell ya though, the people sitting around the firepit while we're training 

have been real good sports about it. They pass marshmallows and beer to us, to keep us 

hydrated. That helps us with our baton-grabbing technique too, those marshmallows are 

like velcro!" 

 

There will be scored events as well as races. Fritz Loofer, Smoketopia County Prescribed 

Burn Coalition chairman, is heavily favored in the drip torch contest, which will be held 

outside the dome. But Bimbie Smith, owner of Domes Day Tanning Salon, is a surprise 

contestant and considered the viable dark horse in this event. Bimbie is fiercely 

competitive. "I can burn circles around Fritz any day," she says while practicing in a 

field, "I just have to be sure I'm not getting my drip torch mixed up with my creosote-tan 

sprayer when I'm at the Salon." 

 

 

 

 

 



 

7  

Other events include the pointed stick throw, the woodchip toss, and the high hurdles. 

Punky Sparkburn is entered in the high hurdles race, where runners are expected to jump 

over six-inch diameter logs. He warms up for practice by stretching his hamstrings on the 

bootscrape at his front door. "I'm pretty limber for a guy who hasn't been on the track for 

a while, as you can see," he says. Asked if the logs he hurdles will be lit, he replies with 

obvious disdain, "Well now that would make them higher than six inches, wouldn't it? 

It's called the high hurdles, not the pole vault." 

 

Don't expect to see any hungry spectators at the games. Palates in Smoketopia County 

are geared toward a nitrate-rich menu, and vendors have got that covered. This year's 

official Smoketopia Games food providers are Smoky Tony's Baloney and Mimi's 

Smokedogs on a Stick. Stewart Padidiette, while not one of the official vendors, has 

created a noteworthy dessert for the event. He's obtained a special permit to sell his 

confection, and proudly describes the process. "We take a marshmallow, orange peanut 

candy, or twinkie, dip it in my melted creosote-red pepper jelly, toss it in cocoa, then 

another bath in the jelly, then finely ground soot. After that we dip it in a batter made 

with barbeque sauce, then deep-fry it, then put it in the smoker for half an hour, and you 

have never tasted anything like it," beams Stewart. "You've got your sweet, your spicy, 

your gritty, all enrobed in an aura of smoke. For now I'm calling it the Hot & Spicy 

Coco-Smokomellow," he says, "or Creocrisps, I'm still working out the marketing." 

 

No international games would be complete without a closing ceremony, and Smoketopia 

County does not intend to disappoint. "We're requesting that Soothaven residents fire up 

all wood-burning devices for the parade down Creosote Boulevard, as a show of support 

for the athletes," says Mary Nunbright. "It's going to be a really unique closing ceremony 

and so much fun. There will be flaming arrows shot up into the air and sparks flying 

everywhere! My kids have been practicing all week in the backyard with their archery 

sets, they're so excited." When pressed for details, she admits that a stray arrow during 

practice happened to burn down the backyard playhouse, and says "the kids were pretty 

upset but I gave them a bag of marshmallows and told them to make s'mores around it 

while it burned. It was a teaching moment. Anyway, everyone will cheer and cheer for 

the athletes, and we'll all be breathless by the time the parade is concluded! Really, this is 

for the children. We want them to learn the importance of civic participation." Point well 

made, Mary. It's all about the role modeling, and Soothaven is blazing that hazy trail for 

future generations. We would expect nothing less.  

 

© Katherine Troidl, 8-14-12 
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Urban campfires – Minnesota 

Property rights, buttressed with the scientific evidence of harm to human health and 

the environment should be more than enough to encourage municipalities to end this 

ridiculous source of wood smoke pollution. 

Just wanted to let someone know how awful it is to live in a neighborhood where the 

neighbors enjoy nightly their drinking get together campfires.  

 

We moved in less than a year ago and are in the process of moving again due to the on-

going toxic effects of our neighborhood air. I can't remember the last time my family and 

I enjoyed our backyard in the evening to either relax on our patio, garden or having our 

evening meal on the terrace. Due to the negative effects of the campfire smoke from 

several of our neighbors in the evenings, we are forced to stay inside and run our air-

conditioning. We are unable to open our windows, or enjoy our own property outside. 

That right has been taken away from us each and every night they burn their campfires.  

 

The entire neighborhood is filled with the stench of burning wood. During the day, even 

though the neighbors are at work and not burning, my patio set cushions smell like 

smoke. It's horrible living here. Therefore, we are forced to move out of our own home 

because we are unable to breathe clean air during the evenings.  

 

Campfires are called "campfires" because they were meant to be enjoyed while camping. 

People that go camping expect that there will be campfires. So keep the campfires in the 

campsites and out of the neighborhoods. 

 

I plan to sue my neighbors who start these wood burning, smoke producing fires, and the 

city who enforced and upheld the right of others to enjoy these "recreational fires."  

 

I am suing based on the fact that I was not able to enjoy my property without having to 

breathe harmful toxic smoke if I choose to do so. 

That I was forced to remain inside, windows closed - air on, in order to avoid breathing 

the smoke or having the smoke come in.  

I have documented and filmed and taken photos of the campfires and the smoke they 

have produced. 

 

In effect, I was kept captive inside my own house, due to these "recreational fires." 

 

Perhaps the city, and the neighbors would like to pay for my cooling costs during the 

evenings I could not open my windows, just so they could get together and have a beer 

fest, or toss a hot-dog on a stick. 

 

I think everyone should start suing the city and collecting the cost of what ………. 
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10  

  

 
BOZO of the Month 

 
In my opinion 

 
Environmental Health Perspective 

 
Yep…. Just pop a pill and your wood smoke health issues are solved! So 

says the article on their web site. 

Sounds simple enough to me; how about you? 

 

According to the article, “findings of a recent epidemiological study 

suggested that omega-3 fatty acid (fish oil) supplementation blunted cardiac 

responses to air pollution exposure.” 

 

Hmmm… let’s think about this a bit. Is it actually saying that it suppressed 

cardiac responses? Does that mean that you won’t “feel” a cardiac issue? Is 

this good or bad???? 

 

What a dangerous study; many people shouldn't take fish oil; those on blood 

thinners for example could bleed to death. 

 

It would be interesting to know who funded this study. Surely must be die 

hard burners, or pill makers I reckon, because it is way over the top when 

you think about it. 

  

Shirley 
 

 

 

 

http://ehp03.niehs.nih.gov/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1289%2Fehp.1104472
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2nd BOZO of the Month 

 
In my opinion 

 
Sussex County, New Jersey  

 

According to their web site, “The region offers the natural mountain beauty 

and sweeping landscapes of northwestern New Jersey, coupled with an 

abundance of unsurpassed amenities”. It also offers a lot of wood smoke!  
 

According to some emails that I have received you will find no help in 

ending the wood smoke that surrounds and enters your home. One person 

has told me that she showed pictures of the treated wood that was being 

burned and received no response to her plea for help. 

 

It really is a shame when others are allowed to continue to burn even when it 

affects the health and the enjoyment of property of others! 

 

 
 

 

Bylaw amendments….have they heard of them? 

 

Shirley 
 

 

 

http://www.sussexcountychamber.org/skylands.asp
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Editorial 
 

September…  We are well on our way to another season of smoke-filled 

properties and homes. Once again people will be trapped in their homes 

unable to even step outside without choking on the smoke from a neighbor. 

 

For as many years as I have been doing this newsletter, I am still 

dumbfounded by the lack of response from municipalities when a complaint 

is called in. I am even more dumbfounded to have found out that so many 

municipalities think it is too much trouble to protect their residents from the 

cancer-causing components of wood smoke. They use lack of money as an 

excuse yet spend exorbitantly on unnecessary things.  

 

How on earth can they do nothing when they know full-well the harm the 

smoke is doing to so many people? What is wrong with their thinking? Is it 

because they, themselves, are not affected? If so, that is one heck of a flimsy 

excuse! 

 

It is very difficult for me not to blame the mayors and council members of 

the various communities for this as they are the ones who are supposed to be 

protecting their residents. They are also the very ones that can end the 

problem! 

 

It has taken me nearly 10 years to even get a bylaw on the table to be voted 

on. I have spoken personally to all but the mayor and one council member 

(both have never got in touch with me) and the ones that I have spoken to 

have told me, by phone or email, that they believe in a bylaw.  

 

What a shame that I, or anyone else, has to devote years of their lives for 

something that is only common sense! 

 

 

 

Shirley 
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Legal  Help 
 
**Note to any legal firm that can provide help with residential wood 

smoke issues and wishes to add their name to this page.**  

 

Please email  with your state/province, name of firm, who to Shirley

contact (email address & telephone)   

 
 

 

NOTICE of FLORIDA and KENTUCKY ATTORNEY WILLING TO CONSIDER 

WOOD SMOKE CASES, perhaps on a contingency. 

Attorney Sherri Myers is a Florida attorney who is also licensed to practice in 

Kentucky and in 2 federal courts.  She specializes in the rights of persons with 

disabilities, many of whom may be protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA, the civil rights law that is intended to ensure that citizens with disabilities such as 

asthma, for example, have “access” to public spaces such as city parks, streets and 

sidewalks. A federal court in northern Iowa ordered the town of Mallard, Iowa, to 

disallow wood and leaf burning, because the smoke presented a physical barrier to a 

small child with severe asthma, making her unable to use city streets and sidewalks.  

  

Sherri is interested in legal issues that impact persons with multiple chemical sensitivity 

and other environmental illnesses.  She also serves on the Pensacola City Council and in 

that role is working to influence governmental policies on environmental issues. She is 

the Advocacy Coordinator for the Center for Independent Living Disability Resource 

Center.  Sherri lives in Pensacola, which is located in the panhandle of Florida.  Contact 

her at sfmada@aol.com.   Phone: (850) 484-0902 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:sfmada@aol.com
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Legal  Help 

 

Outdoor Wood Boilers have the potential to create nuisances or harm human health by 

releasing unsafe levels of Particulate Pollution and other cancer causing air contaminants.  

Scientific studies and lab testing have shown that some Outdoor Wood Boilers exceed 

EPA safe air thresholds at levels that can cause both short and long term health problems, 

even death.  

The American Lung Association states that anyone can be affected by particle pollution 

but several groups are most at risk: 

 Children under 18 

 Adults 65 and older 

 Anyone with chronic lung disease, such as asthma, chronic bronchitis, or emphysema 

 Anyone with a cardiovascular disease, such as high blood pressure, coronary artery disease, 
or congestive heart failure and diabetes.  

Joe Ritch an attorney in Corpus Christi Texas who specializes in nuisance and product 

liability believes everyone should be able to live in their home and enjoy their property 

without fear of harm.  

If you or someone you love is being adversely affected by the contaminants emitted from 

an Outdoor Wood Boiler you may be eligible for representation with no out of pocket 

expenses. To have your case evaluated please call 361-885-7500 and ask for Joseph 

Ritch.  
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Wood smoke:  Know the Facts 

 
Wood Smoke… 
 

1. Violates the property rights of others to use and enjoy their property 
smoke-free. 

 
2. Contains many of the same toxins that are in tobacco smoke. These 

include lead, mercury, arsenic, benzene, polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs), carbon monoxide and dioxin(s), “some of the most 
insidious chemicals known to man.” (Harvard School of Public Health). 
They also accumulate in the environment. 

 
3. Is implicated in asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature death in 

people of all ages, including sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS). 
 

4. Violates the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Guidelines by presenting 
a “barrier” to those with disabilities such as asthma, preventing them 
from accessing public spaces.  Parks, bike paths, playgrounds, sidewalks, 
outdoor sports and public gatherings are often inaccessible and unhealthy, 
due to wood smoke. 

 
5. Stresses everyone’s immune system.  Children, the elderly, and those 

with asthma, lung or heart issues, diabetes or other disabilities are among 
the most vulnerable.  

 
6. Is a major source of black carbon soot fine particulates, which are bundled 

with cancer-causing and hormone-disrupting chemicals.  
 

7. Is implicated in reproductive birth defects and childhood diseases 
including asthma, pneumonia, cancer, autism, Asperger's Syndrome, 
allergies and other disorders. 

 
8. Interferes with the seeding of rain and moisture in clouds, and also 

accelerates the melting of glaciers (www.burningissues.org/car-
www/science/Climate/index.html) and 
www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/apr/20/black-carbon-emissions). 

 
9. Burning wood is an increasingly serious fire hazard. Please don’t burn 

wood! 
 

 
For more information, contact  info@takebacktheair.com 
Website:  www.takebacktheair.com 

http://www.burningissues.org/car-www/science/Climate/index.html
http://www.burningissues.org/car-www/science/Climate/index.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/apr/20/black-carbon-emissions
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
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JOIN OUR NEW NETWORK! 
 
Our cause has gained great momentum, with more people joining the 

anti-wood smoke efforts weekly. Our focus now is to help everyone 

connect with others near us nation-wide in the US and Canada. 

We must unite in pressuring our municipalities and governments 

toward wood smoke regulations as soon as possible. 

Therefore, I am looking for Volunteer Wood Smoke Coordinators in 

EVERY STATE & PROVINCE to field and manage wood smoke 

complaints and issues in their own state or province. 

The goal is to share information nation-wide and to focus on wood 

smoke regulation. 

I think it’s safe to say that anyone reading this newsletter probably has 

issues with wood smoke. 

If you are willing to give your name and email address so we can form a 

visible network please email Shirley or Julie. 

Perhaps you would be willing to help with letter writing, flyer passing, 

etc. No money is required, just a willingness to be someone others can 

contact for support or more involvement.  

Contact Julie at info@takebacktheair.com if you would like your name 

to appear on our state/province–wide contacts page or if you’d like to 

become your state or province’s “representative” to coordinate contacts 

within your state or province. Contact Julie, also, if you’d like to learn 

who else is fighting wood smoke in your area and if you want concrete 

suggestions on how to get results. 

 

Network Representative List 
  

To find a list of representatives in your area or to volunteer for your 

State or Province please refer to the “LINKS” page on my web site. 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Links.htm
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All burning results in very fine micro particulates and there is no safe level of this 
asbestos sized, dangerous air pollutant. Solid fuels, such as pellets and especially 
wood, produce more smoke and emit more fine particulate air pollutants than 
cleaner fuels such as gas and electricity.  
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Bylaws & Bans 

**I am beginning to compile a list of municipalities that are 

acting on wood smoke emissions. Please send me a link to any 

that you find to be added to the list.** 

Golden, BRITISH COLUMBIA-  passed a bylaw prohibiting the 

installation of any solid fuel burning appliance (Bylaw # 1150). 

Hampstead, QUEBEC - banned all new installations of wood stoves and 

ordered existing wood stoves to be removed within 7 years. (Bylaw # 729-2) 

Montreal, QUEBEC (Apr. 29/2009) - no further installation of any wood 

burning stoves or fireplaces. 

Suffolk, NEW JERSEY - bans all OWBs within 1000 feet of another house. 

Stillwater, MINNESOTA - bans all wood burning or boiling stoves - 

existing and future (March 11, 2010). 

Pleasant Prairie, WISCONSIN - bans all new outdoor wood furnaces and 

wood boilers. 

Savage City, MINNESOTA - prohibits outdoor wood boilers (OWBs). 

Burnsville, MINNESOTA - banned OWBs December 2008. 

New Prague, MINNESOTA - total ban on OWBs. 

Grand Forks, BRITISH COLUMBIA - The bylaw states that “no person 

shall create a nuisance using a wood burning appliance in such a way as to 

disturb the health and comfort of two or more persons from separate 

dwellings.” Enforcement would be complaint driven and fines could be up 

to $500. 

Houston, BRITISH COLUMBIA - requires uncertified appliances to be 

removed by 2010. 

St. Thomas, ONTARIO - prohibits the use of outdoor fireplaces including 

wood boilers and chimeneas. 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
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Sarnia, ONTARIO - has set stringent restrictions on setback distances for 

outdoor boiler operations from the nearest dwellings and property lines. 

Nation, ONTARIO - outdoor wood boiler specifications have been set 

which include minimum lot sizes, distance from property lines and 

distances from property buildings. 

Elmira, NEW YORK - Ban on smoke and other deleterious fumes that 

cross property lines onto the property of another. Fines are $250 for a 

second offence or a jail term. Best ban in the country! 

Marion, IOWA -prohibits new outdoor wood-burning boilers within city 

limits and to regulate existing setups. All existing boilers must be 

registered by Jan. 1; have smokestacks two feet higher than any residential 

roof within 300 feet of the system; and be removed when the property 

changes hands. 

CONNECTICUT - Avon, Granby, Tolland, Hebron, Woodbridge, South 

Windsor, Portland, Norfolk, Ridgefield, Haddam, Cheshire, West 

Hartford, Hamden, North Haven and New Fairfield – 17 towns have 

banned outdoor wood furnaces in order to protect the health and property 

values of their citizens. 

Inver Grove Heights, MINNESOTA - Nov. 15, 2010 - council bans all 

OWBs. All OWBs must be removed from properties by Oct. 01, 2011. 
  

The STATE of WASHINGTON - has laws to address neighbor's wood 

smoke. According to the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency, “generating 

excessive smoke is not only unneighborly, it’s illegal. Under state 

regulations, smoke from a person’s chimney cannot exceed 20 percent 

opacity for six consecutive minutes. Greater smoke densities could result in 

fines from air pollution control officials. It is always illegal to smoke out 

your neighbor. Everyone has a right to breathe clean air. If smoke from 

your fire is affecting your neighbors, it is considered a nuisance and 

subject to enforcement action.” 

Salmon Arm, BRITISH COLUMBIA -  No person shall install an Outdoor 

Solid-Fuel Combustion Appliance in or about any premises. 
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Huron East, ONTARIO - Bylaw passed - all new OWB's to have minimum 

setback allowances and lot sizes. A great improvement over what they had 

before – nothing. 

Nappanee - Bans  Outdoor Wood Furnaces 

Twinsburg, OHIO - Council voted 7-0 in favor of adding outdoor 
wood-burning furnaces or boilers to a list of items that are restricted. 

Marion County, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

Evansville, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

Long Beach, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

City of LaPorte, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

Michigan City, INDIANA – OWB ban. 

Butler, Indiana – Bans OWBs within city limits. 

Waterloo, ONTARIO - No person shall set or maintain an open air fire. 

Hamilton, ONTARIO - No person shall conduct an open air in a manner 

that creates a nuisance.... 

  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

http://twinsburg.patch.com/articles/outdoor-wood-furnaces-may-get-smoked-out-in-twinsburg
http://twinsburg.patch.com/articles/outdoor-wood-furnaces-may-get-smoked-out-in-twinsburg
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Photos and Videos 

  
 

 

  

 

  

  

  
 

To see some photos that victims of wood smoke have sent click here 
 

To have your own photo listed, send an email to: s.brandie@hotmail.com  

 

 

 

Just a few photos to show to your public officials and others you want to convince 
that only a ban on smoke release will change this! 

Click here for videos 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/other_photos.htm
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Videos.htm
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LINKS & MORE 

 
Click here for a heart-breaking story & video of a family subjected to wood smoke. 
 

 

Click here to see Clive Stott’s peaceful, but meaningful protest of forestry burning 

in Australia. 
 
My PowerPoint Show         Video sent by email           Chase, B.C. video 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Burning 2 cords of wood produces the same amount of 
 mutagenic (capable of causing cell mutations that can 
 cause cancer) particles as driving 13 gasoline-powered 
 cars 10,000 miles each at 20 miles/gallon. These 
 figures indicate that the worst contribution that an 
 individual is likely to make to the mutagenicity of the air  
 is using a wood stove for heating, followed by a diesel 
 car.” (Dr. Joellen Lewtas, Contribution of Source 
 Emissions of the Mutagenicity of Ambient Urban Air 
 Particles. U.S., EPA, #91-131.6, 1991) 

 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/lynn_smoke.wmv
http://woodburnersmoke.net/smoke_001.WMV
http://woodburnersmoke.net/smoke_001.WMV
http://woodburnersmoke.net/PPT/where_theres_smoke_theres_ire.ppt
http://woodburnersmoke.net/lagrange_new_york.wmv
http://www.canadiancleanairalliance.ca/chase_bc.wmv
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Canadian Action Activities 
 

Wood smoke is a major problem in all of America and Canada. 

National efforts are gaining momentum. Regardless of where we live, 

our actions should focus on getting our national governments to 

regulate wood smoke. To make an impact, if each reader calls or emails 

each of these contacts, we can move mountains.  

Go for it now! 

 
 

Health Canada assesses scientific evidence about the health effects of wood smoke 

and makes this information available to Canadians.  Health Canada is also working 

with other government departments to determine the best ways to minimize risks 

associated with wood smoke.   

In addition, Health Canada is a contributor to the Burn it Smart! Campaign 

sponsored by Natural Resources Canada. 

 

Environment Canada:    www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair  

Health Canada:    air@hc-sc.gc.ca 
Air Health Effects Division, Safe Environments Program, Health Canada 

400 Cooper Street Ottawa, ON K1A 0K9 Telephone: (613) 957-1876 

 

Natural Resources Canada Burn it Smart! Sir William Logan Building, 

11th Floor, 580 Booth Street, Ottawa, ON K1A 0E4 

 

Write or email to your local council & MPs to request that they create or amend a 

bylaw to cover nuisance smoke. Preferably, a ban on all wood burning in residential 

areas. 

          ____________________________________________________________ 

 

The Ontario Ministry of the Environment has released the latest news on Smog 

http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/air/smog/index.php  

 

          ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Click here for the Canadian Bill of Rights You can apply for a review here. 

  

http://www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair
mailto:air@hc-sc.gc.ca
http://www.burnitsmart.org/english/index.html
http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/air/smog/index.php
http://www.eco.on.ca/eng/index.php/environmental-bill-of-rights/about-the-ebr/your-rights-under-the-ebr/apply-for-a-review.php
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U.S. Action Activities 

 
URGENT—Immediate Action ALWAYS Needed 

 
A new EPA-certified wood stove promotion gives a 30% tax credit and a 

huge discount to the public. It is being funded by stimulus money from 

the US government. This flies in the face of the known hazards of wood 

smoke that the EPA acknowledges on their website. If we don’t stop our 

states’ stimulus money from funding this major promotion, it will be 

next to impossible to regulate or ban wood burning in any form.  

 

If you have never protested wood smoke or called your public officials 

before, this is the time to do it!   

 
 Contact your US Senators and Representatives, as well as your state 

Senators and Representatives and City Council members.  Ask them 

to see that the stimulus money does not go towards this 

promotion.  It is crucial to let your elected officials know that you 

don’t want the stimulus money used for this promotion in your 

community—but only to apply to gas or electric 

technology.  (California has a change-out program that only allows 

swap-outs to gas or electric.)   

 

 Let them know that wood smoke is a major health hazard and is a 
major contributor to global warming. 

 

 Send an email to others and ask them for their help too.  (See 

suggested email below). 

 

 Be sure to call your US legislators and State legislators and City 

Council Members, to alert them to the problem and asking for their 

help too in keeping new EPA certified wood burning equipment out 

of your community, even if a state-wide promotion allows them. 

 

 If we don’t stop this unthinkable promotion, there is little hope for a 

healthy legacy for our children and grandchildren.  

 
 



 

25  

 

 

Action #1- Suggested message for calling and emailing U.S. legislators 

and state legislators.  Please also relay on to others and urge them to 

contact others.  

 _________________________ 

 

Date: 

 
Dear (elected official): 

 
Please use your influence to disallow stimulus money to be used for EPA 

wood stove promotion in (your state and/or your community.)  

 

According to the EPA’s own website, wood smoke is a killer responsible 

for premature deaths nation-wide at a rate of 3% of the total deaths 

every year from fine particle pollution. (Harvard School of Public 

Health).  That is close to 73,000 people in the U.S. each year--an 

epidemic!  Wood smoke is extremely hazardous for children, the elderly 

and especially those with asthma.  Asthma is already the number one 

reason for school absenteeism.  It is even implicated in sudden infant 

death syndrome.   

 
Our states are looking for ways to limit fine particulate pollution and 

better air quality.  This should be a “no-brainer.” Wood smoke emits 

over 9,600 % more lead than natural gas, according to the EPA’s own 

data.  It also emits arsenic, mercury, formaldehyde, polyaromatic 

hydrocarbons and dioxins, persistent organic compounds that do not 

break down in the environment or in human lungs, crops, soil and water 

supply.  See http://BurningIssues.org for the facts.  

  

Please do not allow stimulus money to be used for promoting more 

pollution. 

 

(Sign your name and contact info) 

 

_____________________________ 

  
 

http://burningissues.org/
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About the Editors: 
 

 

 

Shirley Brandie 
   

Ontario Director of Canadian Clean Air 

Alliance http://canadiancleanairalliance.ca  

 

She is retired from a medical laboratory 

and currently doing in-depth research on 

the effects of wood smoke on health and 

the environment.  

 

Web site: http://WoodBurnerSmoke.net  

 

  Minneapolis Julie Mellum

 Julie is a Realtor who knows that wood smoke devalues real 

estate as a “material fact” that can affect a potential buyer’s 

use and enjoyment of your property.  She continually 

researches the latest science on wood smoke and is a member 

of the Edina, MN Community Health Committee.     

Web site: Take Back the Air 

 

If you would like to have your wood smoke story published, click here to 

email it. 

 

* We do not accept responsibility for errors in articles submitted for 

publication. It is the responsibility of the author to ensure the facts are, 

to the best of their knowledge, correct. ** 

** Please note that articles submitted for publication may be edited for 

grammar, punctuation and sentence structure. 

Send an email to s.brandie@hotmail.com  to be added to the mailing 

list. 

 

 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
http://canadiancleanairalliance.ca/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
http://www.takebacktheair.com/
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com

