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Welcome! 

We hope that this newsletter will give you the information and inspiration 

you need. Regain clean air to breathe and eliminate the wood burning that 

is affecting your health and your home environment. 

Please pass this issue on to others in need of help and suggest that they 

send an email to s.brandie@hotmail.com to be added to the mailing list. 

   

 

 

    

  

  

  

 

 

 

**** A doctor’s letter verifying how wood smoke compromises 

your health or public health in general would be beneficial in 

showing that wood smoke truly is doing damage to you.**** 
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Mission Statement 

Our mission is to educate all citizens about wood smoke as a 
major form of hazardous air pollution that affects our health, 
our home, the use of our property, water, crops, livestock, 
the environment, and climate change. We urge citizens 
everywhere to work with their elected officials to name wood 
smoke a public nuisance and create bans/by-laws to finally 
end the devastating effects of residential wood smoke. 

 

   
 

 
 

Title 
  

 
 

Fighting Wood Smoke 
Pollution from the 

Grassroots to Government 
Level 

 
 
 
 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
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Newsworthy Links 
 

Please note that, at times, links may not work if an article has been removed since this 

newsletter was issued. 

 

 
 Woodburners in line for fines 

 
Excerpt: Current air regulations prohibit burners in new dwellings - including those 

rebuilt on the same property - and people with logburners cannot install one in a new 
property if they move. 

 

 
Tree bark shows global spread of toxic chemicals 

 

Excerpt: A tree’s bark provides a large surface area that takes in chemicals as both vapor 

and particles. Also, because a layer of bark remains on the tree for five years or so before 

being shed, it provides a unique record of the environment over time. 

 

 

Smoke pouring from neighbor's chimney leads to burning question 

Excerpt: Thick, black plumes, day and night, billowing from her neighbor’s chimney. 

Smoke that filters into Wiley’s home, causing her eyes to water, making her nauseated 

and suffocating her, as she describes. 
 

Agency warns of impact from burning wood this winter 

Excerpt: Prolonged exposure to wood smoke even may lead to chronic lung diseases and 

cancer, the agency says. 

  

_____________________________________________________ 

Firewood not always the best heating source 

Excerpt: In some cities that are trapped in valleys, the smoke particulates get so bad that 

there can be a haze hanging in the air for weeks, especially during inversions. 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/the-press/news/8402564/Woodburners-in-line-for-fines
http://www.voanews.com/content/tree_bark_shows_global_spread_of_toxic_chemicals/1622579.html
http://www.gazette.com/news/vogrin-145705-smoke-chimney.html
http://www.davisenterprise.com/local-news/agency-warns-of-impact-from-burning-wood-this-winter/
http://www.leavenworthtimes.com/article/20121022/OPINION/121029849/1007/OPINION
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Bay area spare the air: has the wood burning ban actually worked? 

Excerpt: Despite some lingering anger over wood-burning rules, Bay Area air quality 

officials say a five-year burn ban has paid off for the region's 7 million residents. 

 

Study: Wood stove smoke may be deadly 

Excerpt: In one town, wintertime deaths from cardiovascular causes fell 20% and 

respiratory deaths 28% in the years following a public health campaign to enforce 

environmental laws and replace wood-burning heaters, Fay H. Johnston, MBBS, PhD, of 

the University of Tasmania, Australia, and colleagues found. 

 

Wood smoke hurts people, so ban it 

Excerpt: Wood smoke is a complex mixture of chemical substances that has no 

intrinsic value for the human body or for the environment. All it has are toxins to 

poison people and pollute the air we need to breathe. 

 

Unreasonably interfering with the comfortable enjoyment of life or property 

 

A video showing the neglect of the local municipality and the Governor of New York in 

allowing this OWB to continue to smoke out the neighbors. Just pathetic!!!! 

 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/04/01/bay-area-spare-the-air_n_2991712.html
http://www.medpagetoday.com/PublicHealthPolicy/EnvironmentalHealth/36766
http://www.tricitynews.com/opinion/letters/179201821.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hdej_wp-3G0&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hdej_wp-3G0&feature=youtu.be
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Bylaws & Bans 

The current list that I have for bylaws & bans can be found on 

my web site: http://WoodBurnerSmoke.net  

Please send me a link to any that you find to be added to the 

list.** 

 

 

 

 

To see more photos that victims of wood smoke have sent click here 
 

  

 
Click here for links to more information 

 

 

 

 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
http://woodburnersmoke.net/other_photos.htm
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Links.htm
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To move or not to move? 

 
That is a question that most people affected by residential smoke keep 

tossing around. It is always with regret that it even needs to be discussed at 

all when a home you love has been inundated with smoke from a neighbor. 

But, one has to consider that if the municipality is going to do nothing, even 

though they make you think that they care, do you really want to spend 

years, your savings and your health to beat a dead elephant? 

 

Why not move and let the smoky burners fill the entire town with smoke. 

Your house won’t be hard to sell to a burner. Burners love smoke, the more 

the better, from what I’ve seen. 

 

But, first, let each and every member of your council know that you are not 

going to support them in the next election and that you are going to sell your 

house to a burner and take your money to spend in a town that supports 

clean air. You are going to push the idea of a fireplace put into the home for 

the ambiance that your town sees nothing wrong with. And, you’re going to 

suggest that idea to all the others who have problems with smoke. 

 

If enough of you do this in your municipality, you can turn the tables on 

them. It won’t matter how much money they spend on glorification of the 

town because with all the smoke there will be no interest for people with 

money to even consider living there. 

 

Tell them that if they want a smoky, stench-filled town you are glad to help 

them out with that.  But, that you won’t be living there because you cannot 

live in such a vile place and are taking your money to a town that cares. 

Be sure to write an article for the newspaper as you leave. 

Be strong, determined and get out of there with a smile on your face. Life 

can be good, but not there! 
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Dealing with Nuisance Smoke 
  

It is trying, to say the least, to be on the receiving end of nuisance smoke.  Being forced 

to continually breathe this poison, particularly in one's own home and yard, can provoke 

the calmest among us to anger.  There is something very visceral about having one's 

breathing interfered with.  Subjecting someone (and it is a form of subjugation, make no 

mistake about that) with asthma or other respiratory conditions to smoke is really not 

much different than putting a pillow over their face, in the sense that both restrict 

breathing.  It's just depriving them of air chemically, rather than manually.  Smoke is an 

irritant. Women undergoing radiation to the breast have radiation effects on the lung as 

well, and should not be exposed to irritants while recovering from the radiation.  Imagine 

being a woman in that situation and having a neighbor inundate your home with 

woodsmoke.  And depending on the quantity or frequency of exposure to smoke, even 

healthy people without respiratory conditions can be affected.  Many deaths resulting 

from fires are because of smoke inhalation.   

  

Maddening as it is to be chronically forced to breathe someone else's smoke, trying to get 

the smoke mitigated is often equally so.  Bureaucratic agencies tasked with protecting our 

health are very good at deflecting, even when there are straightforward laws in place to 

protect citizens from being tormented by such health threats.  I don't know why that is, 

but suspect it's partly because bureaucracies tend to foster expediency over leadership, 

complacency over resolve.  They are apt to sit around and wait for someone else to take 

the initiative, and to follow only when the tides of change goad them into action.  That's 

the difference between a follower and a leader.   

  

Having said that, it is important to communicate with people in a civil, courteous manner, 

no matter how unreasonable they are.  There is a kind of dogged persistence in 

graciousness and civility.  There is toughness in poise.  And it's needed, because the 

absurd responses that officials sometimes come up with when they're trying insulate 

themselves from responsibility can be downright infuriating.   

  

One of the best illustrations of civility and graciousness that I have ever seen is how Brie 

Oishi conducts herself.  She has been unfaltering in speaking up about what smoke does 

to the human body.  She does so with great courtesy and poise, and a complete lack of 

spite.  Brie a class act.  She doesn't dramatize or vilify.  She calls it as she sees it, in her 

own elegant way.  And she doesn't give up.  That's a good example to follow when 

communicating with government officials, health departments, and of course with 

neighbors.  Thanks for the example, Brie.  I'll try to live up to it.   

  

Katherine Troidl 
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This would be a better wood boiler ad and more truthful! 
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When in Doubt, Shout 

By: Vic Steblin   
  

The following two paragraphs come from science writer Ed Yong and a 

Google search of “When in doubt, shout”. 

You don’t have to look very far for examples of people holding on to their 

beliefs in the face of overwhelming evidence to the contrary. Thousands still 

hold to the idea that vaccines cause autism, that all life was created a few 

thousand years ago and even that drinking industrial bleach is a good idea. 

Look at comment threads across the internet and you’ll inevitably find 

legions of people who boldly support for these ideas in the face of any 

rational argument. 

That might be depressing, but it’s not unexpected. In a new study, David Gal 

and Derek Rucker from Northwestern University have found that when 

people’s confidence in their beliefs is shaken, they 

become “stronger” advocates for those beliefs. The duo carried out three 

experiments involving issues such as animal testing, dietary preferences, and 

loyalty towards Macs over PCs. In each one, they subtly manipulated their 

subjects’ confidence and found the same thing: when faced with doubt, 

people shout even louder. 

This phenomenon applies to wood burners in crowded areas who are faced 

with the fact that their smoke just might be causing harm to others. They 

start to produce even more smoke. They will also strongly support their 

burning with “an appeal to nature”, with “historical tradition” and with 

ridicule of anyone who suggests otherwise. They will even “die with a poker 

in their hands”. 

  
 
  

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/science/2010/sep/15/miracle-mineral-solutions-mms-bleach
http://www.kellogg.northwestern.edu/faculty/directory/gal_david.aspx
http://www.kellogg.northwestern.edu/faculty/directory/rucker_derek_d.aspx
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Letter received by email 
 
 
In case you haven’t already seen this, EPA published a “Strategy for Reducing 
Residential Wood Smoke” 
document.  http://www.epa.gov/burnwise/pdfs/strategies.pdf 
 
Keep in mind, it doesn’t say “regulating residential wood smoke,” or 
“eliminating the hazards of wood smoke.”  Instead, it’s full of suggestions for 
“voluntary” programs.  And we all know how well those have turned out for us. 
 
The real test of this “strategy” is to make our state and local governments 
actually use it to stop the smoke problems that we endure daily by the hand of 
our neighbor’s and the defective devices made by manufacturers. 
 
I don’t expect that to happen in my state. 
 
But, EPA needs to be accountable for issuing this report without testing it in a 
worse-case scenario, such as any of ours, where our state and local government 
refuse to help us.   
 
Here’s a photo taken this morning of smoke from my neighbor’s Phase II OWB 
(Central Boiler E-classic 2400) – as usual, the beast smoked for hours: 
 

 
 
Wow, that Phase II program really worked well… 
 
And EPA is still claiming 90% efficiency (see page 41). 

http://www.epa.gov/burnwise/pdfs/strategies.pdf
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Producer of most of the world's oxygen: Russia!!! 

 

 
  

Siberia is home to approximately 25% of the world's forests that span 
an area larger than the continental United States, making Russia the 
largest converter of CO2 into breathable compounds. 
 
 
And, here, we cut and burn the trees that give us fresh air to 
breathe! 
Where is the common sense in this? 
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From New Jersey 

 

  
 

This is the same OWB that the NJ DEP ordered to install a clear-stack cs-

100. NJ law says that OWB's can't smoke more than 3 minutes every half 

hour. 

The smoke is often at ground level, not good for yard work. 

He lit this July 4th, 98 degrees. I think he knew that we were in the pool. 

The first chimney was at the same level as the windows that stick out of the 

roof. They are regular house windows lying on their side. He crawls 

out through them. 

He added an extension to the stack with it smoking. That stack started 

bending, creosote was dripping and his siding melted when the chimney was 

on fire.  
 

I would assume that the State of New Jersey has handed down to the 

municipalities the power to create or amend a bylaw against residential wood 

smoke. Why then doesn’t this city step to the plate and end this neighbor’s 

bullying? When someone is burning when it is 98 degrees outside it is a sure sign 

that he is doing this to harm his neighbors! ~~~ Shirley 
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Naeher et al (2005): Table 1 Summary of the Toxic Chemical Agents 

Identified in Wood Smoke 

 
 

 
From: http://ehs.sph.berkeley.edu/krsmith/publications/HC%20woodsmoke%20report%20Mar%2031%2005(rev).pdf 

Critical Review of the Health Effects of Wood Smoke (2005, rev) Luke P. Naeher, Kirk R. Smith, Michael 

Brauer,  Zohir Chowdhury, Chris Simpson, Jane Q. Koenig, Michael Lipsett, Judith T. Zelikoff 

http://northpolecleanair.wordpress.com/2013/02/23/naeher-et-al-2005-table-1/
http://northpolecleanair.wordpress.com/2013/02/23/naeher-et-al-2005-table-1/
http://ehs.sph.berkeley.edu/krsmith/publications/HC%20woodsmoke%20report%20Mar%2031%2005(rev).pdf
http://northpolecleanair.files.wordpress.com/2013/02/naeheretal2005table1summaryofthetoxicchemicalagentsidentifiedinwoodsmoke.png
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What’s taking so long? 
 

I am curious why the Amherstburg wood smoke bylaw has not been brought to 
council to be voted on. A motion was passed on November 21, 2011, requesting 
that the Administration, Fire Department and Building Department come up 
with a bylaw to address residential wood smoke that trespasses onto the 
property of others.  
 

I have followed Shirley Brandie’s ordeal of literally being smoked out of their 
home by a neighbor’s wood smoke.  There is no justification for the town’s 
failure to protect the Brandies and others whose health and property is 
negatively impacted by wood smoke. 
 
There are far more reasons to restrict wood smoke than there are to allow 
it.  It is a proven hazard to human health and the environment.  The smoke can 
both cause and exacerbate asthma--the number one reason for school 
absenteeism in the US and Canada.  It is even implicated in premature death in 
people of all ages, including those with no known disease. 
 
It is up to Amherstburg officials to protect the public welfare.  Please urge 
them to drag their feet no longer and enact the by-law now! If one community 
acts, others will surely follow.   
 
Julie “Buck” Mellum 

Founder, Take Back the Air  www.takebacktheair.com 
Minneapolis, Minnesota USA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.takebacktheair.com/
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What is taking so long? (Response) 

I, too, am curious why the Amherstburg wood smoke bylaw has not been brought to 

council to be voted on. Yes, a motion was passed on November 21, 2011, requesting that 

the Administration, Fire Department and Building Department come up with a bylaw to 

address residential wood smoke that trespasses onto the property of others.  

 

Nearly 7 months later, a bylaw was written to be brought back to council. Almost 1 ½ 

years later, nothing has happened. What reason could there be for this extended 

delay?  Council is there waiting to vote on this bylaw.  

 

This inaction has allowed nuisance burning to continue yet another winter, prolonging the 

suffering of citizens whose homes and property are doused in smoke, and violating their 

right to use and enjoy their property smoke-free. 

  

Wood smoke is a proven hazard to human health and the environment.  The smoke can 

both cause and exacerbate asthma--the number one reason for school absenteeism in the 

US and Canada.  It is even implicated in premature death in people of all ages, including 

those with no known disease.  

Why undermine the health of residents by neglecting to pass a nuisance smoke bylaw? 

As many of you know, years ago we were forced from our own home by a neighbor’s 

wood smoke and had to take lengthy & expensive court action to end the smoke, Story 

at:  http://woodburnersmoke.net/our_story.htm  

 

Finding 3 councilors in that town who did not want to see the same thing happen to 

anyone else was like finding a miracle.   

 

IN MY OPINION, the three people below have ignored their obligation to protect the air 

we all need to breathe. The bylaw has been written and sits there waiting to be brought 

back to council.  

 

Wayne Hurst:  Mr. Hurst, although knowing what we were going through, ignored us 

completely. 

_______________________________________ 

 

Steven Brown: Chief Building Inspector, made many calls to the residence of our 

burning neighbor and yet did not see all the stacked materials that were being burned 

even though they were in huge piles all over the rear yard and in the driveway. 

It took him roughly 7 months to write a bylaw to present to council and he seemed to stall 

as long as he could while members of council have kept after him to present the bylaw, a 

total of 1 ½ years from the time council ordered a bylaw written. To this date he still does 

not have the bylaw presented to council to be voted on.    
 

_____________________________________ 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/our_story.htm
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John Sutton: On June 28, 2012, I was disheartened to hear what Councillor John Sutton 

had to say in a news clip on AM800 radio regarding the Amherstburg 'nuisance smoke' 

bylaw. To even hint that a "nuisance smoke" bylaw is not necessary, due to only three 

complaints, makes light of the nightmare that we went through, the 8 months that we 

could not live in our home, the expense of litigation and the work required to rid our 

house of the toxins before we could move back home. 

_________________________________ 

 

What I see happening due to their lack of action is a law suit when someone ends up in 

the position we were in and realizes that there was a bylaw to be written that could have 

prevented them from being doused in wood smoke but either was not passed or omitted 

residential wood smoke. 

 

I wonder what they think a resident should do if they end up in the situation that we were 

in. Would they think it is fair to expect a resident to spend years and thousands of dollars, 

as we did to obtain a court injunction to end the smoke? 

I’ve never heard a word from the 3 named above, post-injunction, to either acknowledge 

our journey through the legal system, or to say they were sorry that we had to spend all 

those years and money getting the smoke to end. 

 

In my opinion, they have displayed no conscientious effort to see that others don’t end up 

in the nightmare we were in. A bylaw, properly written, passed and investigated after a 

complaint, would mean that no other resident would go through what we did to end the 

smoke. Having a bylaw speeds up the process of getting a court injunction at a lower cost 

to the complainant. 

 

As our air quality declines does it make any sense to allow wood smoke in residential 

areas? I think not and hope that those on council who agree will encourage those that are 

delaying this bylaw to get it before council and passed to protect the air quality of their 

residents before another winter approaches. It is the right thing to do. 

 

Shirley 
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It’s all so confusing! 

Didn't we have to give up paper bags at the grocery store to save trees? And 

now we are drowning in plastic while the trees are burned. Did you ever hear 

of the floating island of trash and plastic bags in the Pacific? 

Even though most grocery stores are now trying to convince people to use 

reusable fabric bags for their household shopping if you show up without the 

bags they will load your groceries into plastic bags. Many, many plastic 

bags! Often you will have a plastic bag that could have held a few more 

items. 

Now what are we supposed to do with all these plastic bags? Many of us use 

them for lining waste baskets or storing items in them. Other than that they 

have no use and get thrown into the garbage unless the municipality allows 

for these plastic bags to be picked up for recycling.  

But, back to the discontinuing use of paper bags. I think that discontinuing 

the use of paper bags has led to the use of plastic bags which are 

accumulating like crazy and makes no sense to me. 

So, trees are not good for paper bags? But, trees are good for burning and 

polluting the air with all kinds of noxious chemicals? 

At least paper bags can be recycled. Our air cannot. We need these trees for 

the cleaning of our air not for polluting the air we all need to breathe! 

Shirley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/11/10/science/10patch.html?_r=0
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The Cleanest Wood Stove 

 Vic Steblin April 02, 2013  

I was just sent the April Wood Heat Newsletter # 44 from the Alliance for 

Green Heat which presents an article called What's the Cleanest Wood 

Stove?   

Fire was probably one of the first and most important discovery/inventions 

by humans. I can imagine how crucial it was to health by cooking the bad 

things out of food, keeping predators at bay, warmth and probably most 

important, a focus for love and the social bond.  

Now fast forward to our modern age. The “Cleanest Wood Stove “is “NO 

Wood Stove At All”. In crowded areas, the wood stove in any form, best 

EPA Standard or best Pellet Technology, is still unacceptable. Nobody 

should be allowed to smoke out neighbours in crowded areas, even if you 

cannot see or smell the particles. 

In a modern age we can get healthy food from the local store, predators are 

mostly handled by the police, and warmth is best handled by layers of 

clothes and your natural gas thermostat. That most important social bond is 

best encouraged by a neighbourly greeting and a SMILE.  

Wood smoke has NO place in modern society.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001LClJdGmG6DWErxYEneDpalBFmOUFhGaCnGki679BrW7ae9Cv3iGrzTF9hQjEeu2tmBtTZPh62tsBMEvpw0vrlw6fNArbP8-SPmXe-f9MzyGUO9JHDQ_-yCO1vJot9DI17F8_cOzS2jb7G--rj5ZrhpoIuy4y6ieKwuMtD6D1UtWEsMRcPHdTmOPf4XXdbB0KHpP_xrmvQsfLQHawP3Ndqg4L5Q3M76D2FnCqYJPk8075P7hmui8iNGhNzf_rU-SBBSdQgTNkMFqA5t2rF2eU78NHj4PTHFltTnCNn_unACllHsG-XZiTsMin_SxKjWi2S9_YaSaOUvyJSsBVG-xdeQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001LClJdGmG6DWErxYEneDpalBFmOUFhGaCnGki679BrW7ae9Cv3iGrzTF9hQjEeu2tmBtTZPh62tsBMEvpw0vrlw6fNArbP8-SPmXe-f9MzyGUO9JHDQ_-yCO1vJot9DI17F8_cOzS2jb7G--rj5ZrhpoIuy4y6ieKwuMtD6D1UtWEsMRcPHdTmOPf4XXdbB0KHpP_xrmvQsfLQHawP3Ndqg4L5Q3M76D2FnCqYJPk8075P7hmui8iNGhNzf_rU-SBBSdQgTNkMFqA5t2rF2eU78NHj4PTHFltTnCNn_unACllHsG-XZiTsMin_SxKjWi2S9_YaSaOUvyJSsBVG-xdeQ==
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BOZO of the Month 

 
(In my opinion) 

 
Barrie, Ontario 

 
Given the opportunity to end smoke from chimineas  the council members decide  

to side with ‘property rights’ even though the Fire Chief argued that these 

chimineas create a lot of complaints due to the smoke that pours out of them. 

 

One councilor even said that people should deal with their neighbors and not 

expect the city to solve their issues! Can you believe that a remark like that came 

from a person elected to protect the residents? Incredible! 

 

Let’s hope when this comes up again for ratification that some common sense 

prevails. There is no reason for people to sit around a smoking chiminea in the 

first place. What crazy kind of backwoods entertainment is this? Why is it allowed 

to continue? 

 

Residents should now have to worry about breathing wood smoke put forth by 

those that have no consideration for their neighbors.  

Many places in Ontario have already banned these chimineas and for good reason. 

All wood smoke contains dangerous particles. Some being carcinogenic and all 

being dangerous to health. 

 

Let’s hope that the next newsletter finds Barrie going from a Bozo to a Hero  

 

 

 

 

Shirley 
 

http://www.simcoe.com/news-story/2035027-barrie-narrowly-nixes-wood-burning-ban/
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Editorial 
Bullying neighbors 

 

What is it that makes so many people become the blight of their 

neighborhoods due to their non-stop burning? I get emails constantly from 

people who have had their lives turned upside down by a neighbor. As many 

of you know, it happened to me as well. 

 

I can verify that talking to your neighbor about the wood smoke getting into 

your home will do nothing but spur the burner to send more smoke your 

way.  

 

Our neighbor even put a type of diverter onto his chimney to be sure all the 

smoke came directly at our house. 

Did the Building Inspector see this? I don’t know. Not likely as he didn’t see 

the piles of garbage woods, plastic, treated woods, etc. that were right in 

front of his eyes when he was sent many times to the residence of the 

neighbor. 

 

I digress…. from the photos that I receive and from what I have personally 

seen there appears to be almost a caveman-like appearance of the properties 

that are owned by wood burners. Wood piled haphazardly, ashes strewn 

through their gardens, perhaps plastic sheets that have blown off their wood 

piles and all sorts of things that make their property an eyesore. 

 

In my opinion, once they get a complaint they spend so much time making 

more smoke that it becomes addictive to them and they could care less what 

their property looks like. They are too busy smoking up the neighborhood 

and trying to prove that nobody can stop them. 

Darn… was it fun to stop our neighbor!!!!! 

 

A bullying neighbor can be stopped and should be stopped for the health of 

all around. He has no right to pollute the air you breathe. No right at all.   

  
  

Shirley 
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Legal  Help 
 
**Note to any legal firm that can provide help with residential wood 

smoke issues and wishes to add their name to this page.**  

 

Please email  with your state/province, name of firm, who to Shirley

contact (email address & telephone)   

 
 

 

NOTICE of FLORIDA and KENTUCKY ATTORNEY WILLING TO CONSIDER 

WOOD SMOKE CASES, perhaps on a contingency. 

Attorney Sherri Myers is a Florida attorney who is also licensed to practice in 

Kentucky and in 2 federal courts.  She specializes in the rights of persons with 

disabilities, many of whom may be protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA, the civil rights law that is intended to ensure that citizens with disabilities such as 

asthma, for example, have “access” to public spaces such as city parks, streets and 

sidewalks. A federal court in northern Iowa ordered the town of Mallard, Iowa, to 

disallow wood and leaf burning, because the smoke presented a physical barrier to a 

small child with severe asthma, making her unable to use city streets and sidewalks.  

  

Sherri is interested in legal issues that impact persons with multiple chemical sensitivity 

and other environmental illnesses.  She also serves on the Pensacola City Council and in 

that role is working to influence governmental policies on environmental issues. She is 

the Advocacy Coordinator for the Center for Independent Living Disability Resource 

Center.  Sherri lives in Pensacola, which is located in the panhandle of Florida.  Contact 

her at sfmada@aol.com.   Phone: (850) 484-0902 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:sfmada@aol.com
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Legal  Help 

 

Outdoor Wood Boilers have the potential to create nuisances or harm human health by 

releasing unsafe levels of Particulate Pollution and other cancer causing air contaminants.  

Scientific studies and lab testing have shown that some Outdoor Wood Boilers exceed 

EPA safe air thresholds at levels that can cause both short and long term health problems, 

even death.  

The American Lung Association states that anyone can be affected by particle pollution 

but several groups are most at risk: 

 Children under 18 

 Adults 65 and older 

 Anyone with chronic lung disease, such as asthma, chronic bronchitis, or emphysema 

 Anyone with a cardiovascular disease, such as high blood pressure, coronary artery disease, 

or congestive heart failure and diabetes.  

Joe Ritch an attorney in Corpus Christi Texas who specializes in nuisance and product 

liability believes everyone should be able to live in their home and enjoy their property 

without fear of harm.  

If you or someone you love is being adversely affected by the contaminants emitted from 

an Outdoor Wood Boiler you may be eligible for representation with no out of pocket 

expenses. To have your case evaluated please call 361-885-7500 and ask for Joseph 

Ritch.  
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Wood smoke:  Know the Facts 

 
Wood Smoke… 
 

1. Violates the property rights of others to use and enjoy their property 
smoke-free. 

 
2. Contains many of the same toxins that are in tobacco smoke. These 

include lead, mercury, arsenic, benzene, polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs), carbon monoxide and dioxin(s), “some of the most 
insidious chemicals known to man.” (Harvard School of Public Health). 
They also accumulate in the environment. 

 
3. Is implicated in asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature death in 

people of all ages, including sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS). 
 

4. Violates the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Guidelines by presenting 
a “barrier” to those with disabilities such as asthma, preventing them 
from accessing public spaces.  Parks, bike paths, playgrounds, sidewalks, 
outdoor sports and public gatherings are often inaccessible and unhealthy, 
due to wood smoke. 

 
5. Stresses everyone’s immune system.  Children, the elderly, and those 

with asthma, lung or heart issues, diabetes or other disabilities are among 
the most vulnerable.  

 
6. Is a major source of black carbon soot fine particulates, which are bundled 

with cancer-causing and hormone-disrupting chemicals.  
 

7. Is implicated in reproductive birth defects and childhood diseases 
including asthma, pneumonia, cancer, autism, Asperger's Syndrome, 
allergies and other disorders. 

 
8. Interferes with the seeding of rain and moisture in clouds, and also 

accelerates the melting of glaciers (www.burningissues.org/car-
www/science/Climate/index.html) and 
www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/apr/20/black-carbon-emissions). 

 
9. Burning wood is an increasingly serious fire hazard. Please don’t burn 

wood! 
 

 
For more information, contact  info@takebacktheair.com 
Website:  www.takebacktheair.com 

http://www.burningissues.org/car-www/science/Climate/index.html
http://www.burningissues.org/car-www/science/Climate/index.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/apr/20/black-carbon-emissions
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
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JOIN OUR NEW NETWORK! 
 
Our cause has gained great momentum, with more people joining the 

anti-wood smoke efforts weekly. Our focus now is to help everyone 

connect with others near us nation-wide in the US and Canada. 

We must unite in pressuring our municipalities and governments 

toward wood smoke regulations as soon as possible. 

Therefore, I am looking for Volunteer Wood Smoke Coordinators in 

EVERY STATE & PROVINCE to field and manage wood smoke 

complaints and issues in their own state or province. 

The goal is to share information nation-wide and to focus on wood 

smoke regulation. 

I think it’s safe to say that anyone reading this newsletter probably has 

issues with wood smoke. 

If you are willing to give your name and email address so we can form a 

visible network please email Shirley or Julie. 

Perhaps you would be willing to help with letter writing, flyer passing, 

etc. No money is required, just a willingness to be someone others can 

contact for support or more involvement.  

Contact Julie at info@takebacktheair.com if you would like your name 

to appear on our state/province–wide contacts page or if you’d like to 

become your state or province’s “representative” to coordinate contacts 

within your state or province. Contact Julie, also, if you’d like to learn 

who else is fighting wood smoke in your area and if you want concrete 

suggestions on how to get results. 

 

Network Representative List 
  

To find a list of representatives in your area or to volunteer for your 

State or Province please refer to the “LINKS” page on my web site. 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Links.htm
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Canadian Action Activities 
 

Wood smoke is a major problem in all of America and Canada. 

National efforts are gaining momentum. Regardless of where we live, 

our actions should focus on getting our national governments to 

regulate wood smoke. To make an impact, if each reader calls or emails 

each of these contacts, we can move mountains.  

Go for it now! 

 
 

Health Canada assesses scientific evidence about the health effects of wood smoke 

and makes this information available to Canadians.  Health Canada is also working 

with other government departments to determine the best ways to minimize risks 

associated with wood smoke.   

In addition, Health Canada is a contributor to the Burn it Smart! Campaign 

sponsored by Natural Resources Canada. 

 

Environment Canada:    www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair  

Health Canada:    air@hc-sc.gc.ca 
Air Health Effects Division, Safe Environments Program, Health Canada 

400 Cooper Street Ottawa, ON K1A 0K9 Telephone: (613) 957-1876 

 

Natural Resources Canada Burn it Smart! Sir William Logan Building, 

11th Floor, 580 Booth Street, Ottawa, ON K1A 0E4 

 

Write or email to your local council & MPs to request that they create or amend a 

bylaw to cover nuisance smoke. Preferably, a ban on all wood burning in residential 

areas. 

          ____________________________________________________________ 

 

The Ontario Ministry of the Environment has released the latest news on Smog 

http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/air/smog/index.php  

 

          ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Click here for the Canadian Bill of Rights You can apply for a review here. 

http://www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair
mailto:air@hc-sc.gc.ca
http://www.burnitsmart.org/english/index.html
http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/air/smog/index.php
http://www.eco.on.ca/eng/index.php/environmental-bill-of-rights/about-the-ebr/your-rights-under-the-ebr/apply-for-a-review.php
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U.S. Action Activities 

 
URGENT—Immediate Action ALWAYS Needed 

 
A new EPA-certified wood stove promotion gives a 30% tax credit and a 

huge discount to the public. It is being funded by stimulus money from 

the US government. This flies in the face of the known hazards of wood 

smoke that the EPA acknowledges on their website. If we don’t stop our 

states’ stimulus money from funding this major promotion, it will be 

next to impossible to regulate or ban wood burning in any form.  

 

If you have never protested wood smoke or called your public officials 

before, this is the time to do it!   

 
 Contact your US Senators and Representatives, as well as your state 

Senators and Representatives and City Council members.  Ask them 

to see that the stimulus money does not go towards this 

promotion.  It is crucial to let your elected officials know that you 

don’t want the stimulus money used for this promotion in your 

community—but only to apply to gas or electric 

technology.  (California has a change-out program that only allows 

swap-outs to gas or electric.)   

 

 Let them know that wood smoke is a major health hazard and is a 
major contributor to global warming. 

 

 Send an email to others and ask them for their help too.  (See 

suggested email below). 

 

 Be sure to call your US legislators and State legislators and City 

Council Members, to alert them to the problem and asking for their 

help too in keeping new EPA certified wood burning equipment out 

of your community, even if a state-wide promotion allows them. 

 

 If we don’t stop this unthinkable promotion, there is little hope for a 

healthy legacy for our children and grandchildren.  
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Action #1- Suggested message for calling and emailing U.S. legislators 

and state legislators.  Please also relay on to others and urge them to 

contact others.  

 _________________________ 

 

Date: 

 
Dear (elected official): 

 
Please use your influence to disallow stimulus money to be used for EPA 

wood stove promotion in (your state and/or your community.)  

 

According to the EPA’s own website, wood smoke is a killer responsible 

for premature deaths nation-wide at a rate of 3% of the total deaths 

every year from fine particle pollution. (Harvard School of Public 

Health).  That is close to 73,000 people in the U.S. each year--an 

epidemic!  Wood smoke is extremely hazardous for children, the elderly 

and especially those with asthma.  Asthma is already the number one 

reason for school absenteeism.  It is even implicated in sudden infant 

death syndrome.   

 
Our states are looking for ways to limit fine particulate pollution and 

better air quality.  This should be a “no-brainer.” Wood smoke emits 

over 9,600 % more lead than natural gas, according to the EPA’s own 

data.  It also emits arsenic, mercury, formaldehyde, polyaromatic 

hydrocarbons and dioxins, persistent organic compounds that do not 

break down in the environment or in human lungs, crops, soil and water 

supply.  See http://BurningIssues.org for the facts.  

  

Please do not allow stimulus money to be used for promoting more 

pollution. 

 

(Sign your name and contact info) 

 

_____________________________ 

  

http://burningissues.org/
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About the Editors: 
 

 

 

Shirley Brandie 

   

Ontario Director of Canadian Clean Air 

Alliance http://canadiancleanairalliance.ca  

 

She is retired from a medical laboratory 

and currently doing in-depth research on 

the effects of wood smoke on health and 

the environment.  

 

Web site: http://WoodBurnerSmoke.net  

 

  Minneapolis Julie Mellum

 Julie is a Realtor who knows that wood smoke devalues real 

estate as a “material fact” that can affect a potential buyer’s 

use and enjoyment of your property.  She continually 

researches the latest science on wood smoke and is a member 

of the Edina, MN Community Health Committee.     

Web site: Take Back the Air 

 

If you would like to have your wood smoke story published, click here to 

email it. 

 

* We do not accept responsibility for errors in articles submitted for 

publication. It is the responsibility of the author to ensure the facts are, 

to the best of their knowledge, correct. ** 

** Please note that articles submitted for publication may be edited for 

grammar, punctuation and sentence structure. 

Send an email to s.brandie@hotmail.com  to be added to the mailing 

list. 

 

 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
http://canadiancleanairalliance.ca/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
http://www.takebacktheair.com/
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com

