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Welcome! 

We hope that this newsletter will give you the information and inspiration 

you need. Regain clean air to breathe and eliminate the wood burning that 

is affecting your health and your home environment. 

Please pass this issue on to others in need of help and suggest that they 

send an email to s.brandie@hotmail.com to be added to the mailing list. 

   

 

 

    

  

  

  

 

 

 

**** A doctor’s letter verifying how wood smoke compromises 

your health or public health in general would be beneficial in 

showing that wood smoke truly is doing damage to you.**** 

  

  

 

 

 

                                        Volume 5, Issue 10 

                                  October ,  2013 

 

                     Editor :  Shirley Brandie  

                    Co-Editor: Julie Mellum 

 

 

  

Mission Statement 

Our mission is to educate all citizens about wood smoke as a 
major form of hazardous air pollution that affects our health, 
our home, the use of our property, water, crops, livestock, 
the environment, and climate change. We urge citizens 
everywhere to work with their elected officials to name wood 
smoke a public nuisance and create bans/by-laws to finally 
end the devastating effects of residential wood smoke.• 

 

   
 

 
 

Title 

WOOD SMOKE ISSUES 
  

 
 

Fighting Wood Smoke 
Pollution from the 

Grassroots to Government 
Level 

 
 
 
 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
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Newsworthy Links 
  

 

The American Lung Association, Clean Air Council, Environmental Defense Fund 

and Environmental and Human Health Inc. have filed their notice of intent to sue the 

EPA for their  lack  of promulgating new source standards for residential wood heaters 

along with the 6 states  --- Connecticut, Rhode Island, Vermont, Oregon, New York, 

Maryland and Massachusetts as well as the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency of 

Washington State. Article is below. 
 

http://www.law360.com/articles/466969/epa-faces-challenge-to-wood-heater-emissions-

rule 

 

 
Montreal – Wood burning stoves & fireplaces no longer allowed after 2021 

 

Excerpt: About 1000 Montrealers have their lives cut short by months or years because 

of fine particulate matter pollution.... 

  

State takes on wood furnaces 

 

Excerpt: For years, the advocacy group Environment and Human Health Inc. has led the 

battle against outdoor wood furnaces, claiming their smoke is bad to breathe. Now it has 

an ally -- Attorney General George Jepsen. 

 

 

 Reinventing the Wood Stove: Vital to Wood Heat’s Future 

 

This article is the closest I've ever heard anyone from the biomass industry admitting an 

emissions/efficiency issue with wood burning devices. **** I would not be surprised to 

see this article taken down if the “powers that be” in the biomass industry see it and have 

it removed!  
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
  

 Air pollution: battle still on for clean air 

 

**Please take a good luck at this site and pass this on to others. ** 

 

 

http://www.law360.com/articles/466969/epa-faces-challenge-to-wood-heater-emissions-rule
http://www.law360.com/articles/466969/epa-faces-challenge-to-wood-heater-emissions-rule
http://woodburnersmoke.net/montreal_2021_ban.pdf
http://www.newstimes.com/local/article/State-takes-on-wood-furnances-4779778.php
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=local&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Environment+and+Human+Health%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=local&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22George+Jepsen%22
http://biomassmagazine.com/articles/9340/reinventing-the-wood-stove-vital-to-wood-heatundefineds-future/
http://www.pe.com/local-news/topics/topics-environment-headlines/20130905-air-pollution-battle-still-on-for-clean-air.ece
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Winning the battle involves….. 
 

Excerpt: Harmful fine-particle pollution, known as PM2.5, is released when wood is 

burned in fireplaces; it is similar to the soot from diesel engines. 

 

 

Black smoke, call for action…. 
 
Excerpt: In recent months, the Utah Division of Air Quality filed a ‘Notice of Violation’ 

against Stericycle.  Among other things, regulators noted “failure to operate the plant in a 

manner consistent with good air pollution control practice for minimizing emissions.” 

  

 
The fireplace delusion 

 

If you read nothing else in these links make sure to listen to this one! And, pass it 

on! 

 

 

Sawmill gets $30,000 penalty  

 

Excerpt: Bay of Plenty Regional Council brought the prosecution against the company 

following complaints from the sawmill's neighbours about soot from the mill. 

 

 
There is an active and ongoing effort to obtain a ban on backyard campfires in the 

Kitchener, Ontario area. Please take a minute to sign this petition: 
http://www.petitionhosting.com/petitions/kitchenerfirepitban 

 

 

Isn’t it time to move beyond polluting as a form of entertainment? 

 

Excerpt: This video, Firepit Safety from the City of Lethbridge – YouTube, seems to 

encourage citizens to burn wood outside as a form of entertainment – kind of like 

watching an outdoor television. 

Time for all of you to set them straight! http://www.lethbridge.ca/Pages/Feedback.aspx  

  

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.pe.com/local-news/local-news-headlines/20130906-air-pollution-winning-the-battle-involves-government-technology-lifestyle.ece
http://www.kutv.com/news/top-stories/stories/vid_6749.shtml
http://bit.ly/wPIxem
http://tvnz.co.nz/national-news/sawmill-gets-30-000-penalty-air-pollution-5583323
http://www.petitionhosting.com/petitions/kitchenerfirepitban
http://onlycleanair.wordpress.com/2013/07/30/httpwp-mep3fmxx-7z/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oLteqOnbfRc&list=PLn5dR5quzBM0qJClDUYFgQhXVeaucpgBQ
http://www.lethbridge.ca/Pages/Feedback.aspx
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Woodsmoke like the Outhouse 

Wood smoke is like an outhouse. Outdated in technology, offensive to some, 

and unhealthy in crowded areas. 

Outdated in technology.  We have modern sources of heat, like natural gas 

with a programmable thermostat or geothermal.  Best of all, use layers of 

clothes in a cooler house. 

Offensive to some. While personal odors are usually tolerated by that 

individual, others are usually offended, although some odors bring back fond 

memories of the olden days. I know my uncle on the prairies could never get 

used to the idea of indoor plumbing and had to go outside to the outhouse for 

solace. The same “good old days” apply to wood smoke. 

Unhealthy. Consider all the modern research that shows smoke particulate to 

be dangerous to health. Is a wood burner in crowded areas so special that 

they get to smoke out neighbors with any amount of particulate? Is wood 

heat really that green, clean, cheap and sustainable as claimed by 

environmentalists? The precautionary principle says to err on the safe side. 

Outhouses are banned in crowded areas because of odor and possible 

leakage to neighbors. If one has access to a modern sewage system, then 

they are required to use it. The same should apply to wood smoke. Let the 

olden days go in crowded areas. Let the olden days go in any place that may 

offend others. 

Vic Steblin – BSc Honours Math, MATH Education from UBC - Retired 
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________________________________________________ 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10201379647906681&set=gm.574169675962932&type=1&relevant_count=1&ref=nf
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Although inspired in part by real attitudes, behaviors and situations, the following story is 

fictional and does not depict any actual person or event. Any resemblance to people or 

neighborhoods you have observed is purely coincidental.  

Smoketopia Development Displays Child-Friendly Priorities 
   
A vague sense of apprehension has pervaded Soothaven, Smoketopia County's dome-covered 

development for smoke-lovers.  It has recently experienced the departure of several families with 

small children, and is looking for ways to make the hazy, smoke-drenched community more 

attractive to young families.  

  

Rhubart Niles, chairman of the Dome Maintenance Association, wants everyone to know 

that Soothaven is a child-friendly environment, and issued this statement:  "We've always had 

firepits on our school playgrounds, but now we're incorporating them into our early learning 

centers.  We don't want to be perceived as remedial in our approach to early childhood well-

being." 

  

Stewart Padidiette and Wes Pestergall are best friends and next door neighbors, and want to help.  

They've suggested to the Dome Maintenance Association that all young children be equipped 

with vapor cigarettes.  "What could be more kid-friendly than that?  It could be child-sized, and 

people love free stuff!" says Stewart.  He points out that this will steer children away from 

tobacco smoke, while simultaneously acclimating them to the inhaling skills necessary to 

transition to wood dust cigarettes, the kind that Stewart markets to adults.  Wes concurs, and 

wishes such gateways of opportunity had been available when his children were little.   

  

Another Soothaven resident, Bimbie Smith, owns and operates Domes Day Tanning 

Salon.  Although she offers conventional ultraviolet tanning, her specialty is creosote spray-on 

tans.  Bimbie believes in young people, mainly as potential customers, and is concerned about 

losing future Salon clients if too many families leave.  To that end, she is pledging to expand the 

salon's services to include a new "tans for tots" package.  Parents will be able to select either the 

creosote spray-on or the ultraviolet tan for their toddlers.  "I'm hopeful that pageant mothers will 

bring their daughters to the salon," she says, and wants to remind people that her services are 

indispensable, since the dome over Soothaven makes sunbathing inconvenient.   

  

Mary Nunbright is beyond incensed that any family with young children would move away from 

Smoketopia County.  She thinks that Soothaven's Dome is the very embodiment of the 

community's child-friendliness.  "Our dome, in addition to keeping smoke in, dramatically cuts 

down on the rate of skin cancer because it curtails sun exposure," she explains.  "That in itself 

should make people with young children want to live here." 

  

If Mary's emotions seem to run high on the issue, it is because the house next door to her sits 

empty.  It belonged to one of the families that has moved from Soothaven.  She is sobered by the 

loss, and shares her thoughts with characteristic poignancy.  "The silence without small children 

next door is unnerving," says Mary.  "Their little coughs were music to my ears.  I knew it meant 

that the smoke was making them cough up unhealthy stuff that got into their lungs.  Smoke does 

that, you know."    

  
Katherine Troidl © 9-24-13 
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Port Alberni, B. C. 

 

Bylaws & Bans 

The current list of bylaws & bans can be found on my web site: 

http://WoodBurnerSmoke.net  Please send me a link to any that 

you find to be added to the list. 

  
 

To see some photos that victims of wood smoke have sent click here 
 

 Click here for links to more information 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
http://woodburnersmoke.net/other_photos.htm
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Links.htm
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Important New York update! 
 

 

 

Below is link to PBS show, Insight, on the harm to families from wood boilers with Susan 
Arbetter.  It aired on Friday night and was re-aired on Sunday on stations in Central NY. 

http://www.wcny.org/television/insight/  
  
I hope you can watch the show and forward this link to people you know around NYS. We want 
people to watch the show, read the back story, visit our website www.careny.org and 
then consider sending the letter below to public officials. 
 
  
BACK STORY: 
  
Clean Air Rights for Everyone of NY would like to thank Susan Arbetter for her excellent Insight 
Show covering the issue of wood boilers.  CARE NY hopes this show and the actions taken by 
NYers in writing and speaking out on the issue will spur Legislative action in NY to close the EPA 
loophole.  The EPA loophole has left wood boilers unregulated (or in some states, including NY, 
poorly and partially regulated) ---in other words the nightmare some have lived could happen to 
you or people you know, maybe it has already? 
  
Simply stated CARE NY wants NYS to hold wood boilers to the same standard that new wood 
stoves have been held to for over 20 years.  NY needs emission standard legislation as the 
States of Washington and Oregon have.  Laws should be clear and easily enforced to protect 
the consumer and public health.  Right now NY does NOT have that. 
  
 NY also needs to take action with buy -back programs since they told manufacturers their 
boilers did not meet NYs common nuisance standard in 2003 in a letter written by the NY Dept. 
of Environmental Conservation (DEC).  Unfortunately for consumers and neighbors no 
government official took action in NYS to stop the sales. 
  

http://www.wcny.org/television/insight/
http://www.careny.org/


 

10  

NY DEC is in charge of Air regulations and enforcement in our State.  The current DEC 
Commissioner was sued in 2011 because despite that 2003 DEC letter to manufacturers the 
Commissioner took action to not only allow sales of boilers in NY  by doing nothing but to 
actually explicitly allow the sales.  This action would have taken away any enforcement tool DEC 
had under the common nuisance standard regulation.   It took a lawsuit to stop the DEC 
Commissioner from harming additional families with his administrative actions.  The Judge 
stopped the DEC Commissioner.  Sadly the NY AG's Office who issued the report in 2005 and 
2008 (w/Governor Cuomo's name on the 2008  version when he was AG) titled Smoke Gets in 
Your Lungs  had to defend the DEC Commissioner in court.  Right hand/left hand seemingly not 
on the same body. 
  
 The NY AG has now filed  a  Notice of Intent to Sue the EPA for failure to regulate boilers but 
that does not explain NYs own failure to put in place health protective legislation nor does it 
stop the ongoing assault on NY families.  DEC could enforce old existing laws (the common 
nuisance standard --- DEC Part 211) but they do not do so consistently.  In fact DEC has passed a 
regulation which leaves another loophole by not regulating indoor wood boilers.  The NY DEC 
regulation known as Part 247 used wrong test methods advanced by EPA-- Method 28 which 
uses kiln dried red oak stacked in a tepee---not real world testing so bogus data equals bogus 
certification of boilers under Part 247.  This is an ongoing nightmare for families in NY.   Wrong 
test methods means emissions that still far exceed that allowed by the 1980s EPA standards for 
wood stoves.  The Alaska AG just sued and shut down a boiler make and model that NY DEC 
Part 247 allows for sale in NY.  DEC knows that and yet they remain w/their feet firmly in the 
sand. 
  
In NY you can't smoke a cigarette on a public playground ---really that is a LAW in NY----but you 
can be smoked out of your own home and yard by wood boilers that emit many of the same 
carcinogens as a cigarette.  You could leave a public playground w/your child but you can't just 
up leave your home.  Who can you sell your home to and not disclose the nightmare you have 
been exposed to by your government and that of unscrupulous manufacturers?   Some people 
use these boilers as personal incinerators burning all their garbage including diapers and 
plastics.  How can that be happening, but it is?  The cancer exposure from wood smoke is 
serious and deadly. Here is the link to chemicals in wood smoke: 
http://burningissues.org/pdfs/WoodSmokeTobaccoSmtablemira.pdf 
  
After all these years of trying to get NY government to protect public health, CARE NY  hopes 
Susan Arbetter's  Insight show will help the public and public officials  to all understand why we 
have fought this issue for all NYers.  Everyone should have the right to breathe clean air. 
  
If people don't stand up and speak out government will remain intractable.  Please watch 
the show if you haven't already and  seriously consider writing a letter to the DEC Commissioner 
with a copy to your State Legislators about the need for NY to pass Emission Standard 
Legislation holding wood boilers to the SAME emissions standards as wood STOVES as the States 
of Washington and Oregon have done.  No family in NY deserves to have their home and life 
destroyed by unscrupulous manufacturers. 
Please print out the following page. 
We need an avalanche of letters to NY DEC Commissioner Martens, 625 Broadway, Albany, NY 
12233       
  
www.careny.org 
  

http://burningissues.org/pdfs/WoodSmokeTobaccoSmtablemira.pdf
http://www.careny.org/
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YOUR ADDRESS 

        DATE 

 

 

Mr. Joseph Martens, DEC Commissioner 

NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation 

625 Broadway 

Albany, NY 12233 

 

Dear Commissioner Martens: 

 

RE: Emission Standard Legislation and 

Enforcement of Existing Regulations 

 

I recently watched the PBS show Insight with Susan Arbetter on the issue of wood boilers in New 

York State.  I am requesting that for the health of all New Yorkers you do the following: 

 

1. Advance Emission Standard Legislation with the NYS Legislature and ensure its passage.  

 

This Legislation should follow the Legislation that the States of Washington and Oregon 

passed years ago requiring that wood boilers be held to the same emissions standards as wood 

stoves. 

 

2. Request that NYSERDA set up a buy-back program.  The purpose of this is two-fold.  First 

so that existing boilers can be retired so clean air can be returned to NYers. Second so those 

families that purchased these boilers which DEC advised manufacturers did not meet NY 

laws in 2003 can regain some of their investment. 

 

Alternatively we request that monies obtained thru the Regional Green House Gas Initiative 

be used for this buy-back program.  

 

3. Request that the NY Attorney General’s Office sue the EPA for its failure to promulgate New 

Source Performance Standards in over 17 years, their misleading of the public and States with 

their Voluntary Program and to reimburse NYS for the expense of the buy- back program. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

COPY YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS 

AND LOCAL OFFICALS 

 

Cc: NYS Assembly  

       NYS Senate 

       Town Supervisor 

       County Health Dept. Director 
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These short letters were sent to me by Vic Steblin, September 04, 2013, Prince 

George, BC, Canada, in response to a letter in a Lethbridge, Alberta newspaper. 

 

Woodsmoke Excuses 

Wood burners have an arsenal of standard excuses. The easiest is to point out vehicle 

exhaust, the industry smoke stacks, or natural dust and forest fires. Somehow this is 

supposed to distract complainers. 

A second excuse is to claim that humans have natural health defenses, so a little bit of 

smoke abuse doesn't matter. 

A third excuse is to say that current laws allow burning, for now anyways. 

A fourth excuse is to plead poverty, while actually having a house and driving around 

in a big truck. 

A fifth tactic is to belittle complainers and point out that there are more pressing 

concerns like drugs or crime. 

  

Woodsmoke Away?  

Wood burning seems OK when the wind blows the smoke away. Yet what does 

“away” mean? When 7 billion of us humans throw garbage “away” where does it 

really go? Baby diapers sit for how long in dumps? Even the recyclable/renewable 

stuff does not just “go away”. 

Wood burning makes smoke, and the smoke does not just “go away”. It goes 

to neighbors to great distances away as proven by forest fires. It goes to blacken 

Polar Regions, and to blacken your lungs and blood. 

There is a big difference between letting wood rot into soil and just burning it up for 

heat. Seven billion of us should wear an extra sweater when cold instead of thinking 

that the smoke just “blows away somewhere”. 
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Woodsmoke Nastiness 

Some wood burners display nastiness towards any who prefer cleaner air.  They are 

like those who throw garbage into the bush instead of making the extra effort of time 

or money to go the landfill. They are like those who throw coffee cups on the side of 

the road or let their dogs doo nearby lawns. 

Needless wood smoke is no different than other trash in the environment. Polluted air 

can even harm others more than roadside garbage, doggie doo or an old fridge in the 

bush. Maybe they delight in this pain to others. 

A decent society should immediately realize the insult that polluted air delivers. The 

bylaws against needless wood smoke in any crowded area must be strictly enforced. 

Smoking out a neighbor has no place in modern society and it is easy to find out who 

is doing the smoking. Just look for the woodpile or smell the smoke! 

Woodsmoke Activism 

Activism often has two forms, extreme and moderate, as those against wood smoke 

demonstrate. We may also recall the history of prohibition and how extreme bans 

against alcohol really did not work. Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) shows 

that people get involved mostly when they have suffered some abuse, like having a 

child killed by a drunk. 

Abuse creates activism. Likewise, wood smoke becomes an issue when neighbours 

are abused by an unreasonable burner. In crowded areas where modern cleaner 

sources of home heat are available there is no reasonable excuse to burn wood. 

Wood burners belittle others, until of course, the day comes when the burners 

themselves are abused, and then they turn to activism. 

  
 

______________________ 
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BOZO of the Month 

 
(In my opinion) 

 
Outdoor Pizza Shops 

 
What is with the latest smoke-related craze of cooking pizza outdoors over a wood fire? 

Not only does it pollute the air all around it but it adds its toxics to the pizza that people 

eat. I just don’t get it. 

 

Is it that the people who stop to buy pizza are buying it because they are super-hungry 

and can’t wait for a something to eat or is it because they are addicted to the smell of 

smoke and somehow it makes the pizza more appetizing to them? 

 

I cannot, myself, imagine eating something like this on the street with wood smoke 

surrounding me while I eat. I would cross the street to avoid the smoke and crossing the 

street would prevent me from shopping in stores near the pizza pit. 

 

I wonder how those that live around the area feel about the smoke coming into their 

apartments or houses. Have they made complaints to the city about the smells or are they 

simply ignoring the fact that wood smoke has been said to cause cancer?  

Those that buy the pizza can walk away from the smoke but the people who live in the 

area are really stuck with the wood smoke. 

 

Have our cities got to the point that they allow the smoke because they can make a few 

dollars by allowing this to continue? Shame on them and those that think they are safely 

making a few dollars while sickening everyone around them. 

 
  

 

Shirley 
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Editorial 
  

Here we go again! Are you ready? 
 

Summer has flown by and the colder weather is upon us once again. We 

watch as our neighbor adds to the stockpile he has been working on all 

summer. Woods of all types, and perhaps a few other things he wants to get 

rid of, stacked and ready to toss into his wood burning appliance to keep him 

and his family toasty warm while subjecting you to the stench of the smoke 

emitted from it that will soon encompass your home and property. 

 

Does he think about how this smoke is affecting you and your family? I 

sincerely doubt it or he would not be doing it again this year after you have 

told him how awful it is to be breathing in the smoke that enters your house. 

He is in complete control of your comfort, and worse, your health. 

 

He will tell you that it is his “right” to burn and ignore your pleas for him to 

end the smoke. In fact, from what I’ve personally lived through and heard 

from so many others, he will increase his burning and the smoke output. 

He’ll show you who is boss!’ 

 

Prepare now to do all you can to keep as much of the smoke out as you can 

possibly do but realize that these smoke particles are so tiny that they will 

seep in through any tiny space that is open to them. It is impossible to keep 

them out. 

 

At the first smoky burning you should call your municipality and make a 

complaint. Better yet, take some digital photos to show them and ask them to 

come by and see for themselves how you are forced to live. 

 

They do not have the right to allow their smoke into your air space. They are 

free to smoke up their own property. So, if that smoke is crossing the 

property line, which it will, he has no right to burn. 

 

If you have to report it daily, do so. YOU have the “right” to have 

uncontaminated air to breathe. Insist upon it! 

 

 Shirley 
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Legal  Help 
 
**Note to any legal firm that can provide help with residential wood 

smoke issues and wishes to add their name to this page.**  

 

Please email Shirley with your state/province, name of firm, who to 

contact (email address & telephone)   

 
 

 

NOTICE of FLORIDA and KENTUCKY ATTORNEY WILLING TO CONSIDER 

WOOD SMOKE CASES, perhaps on a contingency. 

Attorney Sherri Myers is a Florida attorney who is also licensed to practice in 

Kentucky and in 2 federal courts.  She specializes in the rights of persons with 

disabilities, many of whom may be protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA, the civil rights law that is intended to ensure that citizens with disabilities such as 

asthma, for example, have “access” to public spaces such as city parks, streets and 

sidewalks. A federal court in northern Iowa ordered the town of Mallard, Iowa, to 

disallow wood and leaf burning, because the smoke presented a physical barrier to a 

small child with severe asthma, making her unable to use city streets and sidewalks.  

  

Sherri is interested in legal issues that impact persons with multiple chemical sensitivity 

and other environmental illnesses.  She also serves on the Pensacola City Council and in 

that role is working to influence governmental policies on environmental issues. She is 

the Advocacy Coordinator for the Center for Independent Living Disability Resource 

Center.  Sherri lives in Pensacola, which is located in the panhandle of Florida.  Contact 

her at sfmada@aol.com.   Phone: (850) 484-0902 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:sfmada@aol.com
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Legal  Help 
 

Outdoor Wood Boilers have the potential to create nuisances or harm human health by 

releasing unsafe levels of Particulate Pollution and other cancer causing air contaminants.  

Scientific studies and lab testing have shown that some Outdoor Wood Boilers exceed 

EPA safe air thresholds at levels that can cause both short and long term health problems, 

even death.  

The American Lung Association states that anyone can be affected by particle pollution 

but several groups are most at risk: 

 Children under 18 

 Adults 65 and older 

 Anyone with chronic lung disease, such as asthma, chronic bronchitis, or emphysema 

 Anyone with a cardiovascular disease, such as high blood pressure, coronary artery disease, 
or congestive heart failure and diabetes.  

Joe Ritch an attorney in Corpus Christi Texas who specializes in nuisance and product 

liability believes everyone should be able to live in their home and enjoy their property 

without fear of harm.  

If you or someone you love is being adversely affected by the contaminants emitted from 

an Outdoor Wood Boiler you may be eligible for representation with no out of pocket 

expenses. To have your case evaluated please call 361-885-7500 and ask for Joseph 

Ritch.  
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Wood smoke:  Know the Facts 

 
Wood Smoke… 
 

1. Violates the property rights of others to use and enjoy their property 
smoke-free. 

 
2. Contains many of the same toxins that are in tobacco smoke. These 

include lead, mercury, arsenic, benzene, polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs), carbon monoxide and dioxin(s), “some of the most 
insidious chemicals known to man.” (Harvard School of Public Health). 
They also accumulate in the environment. 

 
3. Is implicated in asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature death in 

people of all ages, including sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS). 
 

4. Violates the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Guidelines by presenting 
a “barrier” to those with disabilities such as asthma, preventing them 
from accessing public spaces.  Parks, bike paths, playgrounds, sidewalks, 
outdoor sports and public gatherings are often inaccessible and unhealthy, 
due to wood smoke. 

 
5. Stresses everyone’s immune system.  Children, the elderly, and those 

with asthma, lung or heart issues, diabetes or other disabilities are among 
the most vulnerable.  

 
6. Is a major source of black carbon soot fine particulates, which are bundled 

with cancer-causing and hormone-disrupting chemicals.  
 

7. Is implicated in reproductive birth defects and childhood diseases 
including asthma, pneumonia, cancer, autism, Asperger's Syndrome, 
allergies and other disorders. 

 
8. Interferes with the seeding of rain and moisture in clouds, and also 

accelerates the melting of glaciers (www.burningissues.org/car-
www/science/Climate/index.html) and 
www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/apr/20/black-carbon-emissions). 

 
9. Burning wood is an increasingly serious fire hazard. Please don’t burn 

wood! 
 

 
For more information, contact  info@takebacktheair.com 
Website:  www.takebacktheair.com 

http://www.burningissues.org/car-www/science/Climate/index.html
http://www.burningissues.org/car-www/science/Climate/index.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/apr/20/black-carbon-emissions
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com


 

19  

JOIN OUR NEW NETWORK! 
 
Our cause has gained great momentum, with more people joining the 

anti-wood smoke efforts weekly. Our focus now is to help everyone 

connect with others near us nation-wide in the US and Canada. 

We must unite in pressuring our municipalities and governments 

toward wood smoke regulations as soon as possible. 

Therefore, I am looking for Volunteer Wood Smoke Coordinators in 

EVERY STATE & PROVINCE to field and manage wood smoke 

complaints and issues in their own state or province. 

The goal is to share information nation-wide and to focus on wood 

smoke regulation. 

I think it’s safe to say that anyone reading this newsletter probably has 

issues with wood smoke. 

If you are willing to give your name and email address so we can form a 

visible network please email Shirley or Julie. 

Perhaps you would be willing to help with letter writing, flyer passing, 

etc. No money is required, just a willingness to be someone others can 

contact for support or more involvement.  

Contact Julie at info@takebacktheair.com if you would like your name 

to appear on our state/province–wide contacts page or if you’d like to 

become your state or province’s “representative” to coordinate contacts 

within your state or province. Contact Julie, also, if you’d like to learn 

who else is fighting wood smoke in your area and if you want concrete 

suggestions on how to get results. 

 

Network Representative List 
  

To find a list of representatives in your area or to volunteer for your 

State or Province please refer to the “LINKS” page on my web site. 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Links.htm


 

20  

 

 
All burning results in very fine micro particulates and there is no safe level 
of this asbestos sized, dangerous air pollutant. Solid fuels, such as pellets 
and especially wood, produce more smoke and emit more fine particulate 
air pollutants than cleaner fuels such as gas and electricity.  
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Canadian Action Activities 

 
Wood smoke is a major problem in all of America and Canada. 

National efforts are gaining momentum. Regardless of where we live, 

our actions should focus on getting our national governments to 

regulate wood smoke. To make an impact, if each reader calls or emails 

each of these contacts, we can move mountains.  

Go for it now! 

 
 

Health Canada assesses scientific evidence about the health effects of wood smoke 

and makes this information available to Canadians.  Health Canada is also working 

with other government departments to determine the best ways to minimize risks 

associated with wood smoke.   

In addition, Health Canada is a contributor to the Burn it Smart! Campaign 

sponsored by Natural Resources Canada. 

 

Environment Canada:    www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair  

Health Canada:    air@hc-sc.gc.ca 
Air Health Effects Division, Safe Environments Program, Health Canada 

400 Cooper Street Ottawa, ON K1A 0K9 Telephone: (613) 957-1876 

 

Natural Resources Canada Burn it Smart! Sir William Logan Building, 

11th Floor, 580 Booth Street, Ottawa, ON K1A 0E4 

 

Write or email to your local council & MPs to request that they create or amend a 

bylaw to cover nuisance smoke. Preferably, a ban on all wood burning in residential 

areas. 

          ____________________________________________________________ 

 

The Ontario Ministry of the Environment has released the latest news on Smog 

http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/air/smog/index.php  

 

          ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Click here for the Canadian Bill of Rights You can apply for a review here. 

  

http://www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair
mailto:air@hc-sc.gc.ca
http://www.burnitsmart.org/english/index.html
http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/air/smog/index.php
http://www.eco.on.ca/eng/index.php/environmental-bill-of-rights/about-the-ebr/your-rights-under-the-ebr/apply-for-a-review.php
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U.S. Action Activities 

 
URGENT—Immediate Action ALWAYS Needed 

 
A new EPA-certified wood stove promotion gives a 30% tax credit and a 

huge discount to the public. It is being funded by stimulus money from 

the US government. This flies in the face of the known hazards of wood 

smoke that the EPA acknowledges on their website. If we don’t stop our 

states’ stimulus money from funding this major promotion, it will be 

next to impossible to regulate or ban wood burning in any form.  

 

If you have never protested wood smoke or called your public officials 

before, this is the time to do it!   

 
 Contact your US Senators and Representatives, as well as your state 

Senators and Representatives and City Council members.  Ask them 

to see that the stimulus money does not go towards this promotion.  

It is crucial to let your elected officials know that you don’t want the 

stimulus money used for this promotion in your community—but 

only to apply to gas or electric technology.  (California has a change-

out program that only allows swap-outs to gas or electric.)   

 

 Let them know that wood smoke is a major health hazard and is a 
major contributor to global warming. 

 

 Send an email to others and ask them for their help too.  (See 

suggested email below). 

 

 Be sure to call your US legislators and State legislators and City 

Council Members, to alert them to the problem and asking for their 

help too in keeping new EPA certified wood burning equipment out 

of your community, even if a state-wide promotion allows them. 

 

 If we don’t stop this unthinkable promotion, there is little hope for a 

healthy legacy for our children and grandchildren.  
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Action #1- Suggested message for calling and emailing U.S. legislators 

and state legislators.  Please also relay on to others and urge them to 

contact others.  

 _________________________ 

 

Date: 

 
Dear (elected official): 

 
Please use your influence to disallow stimulus money to be used for EPA 

wood stove promotion in (your state and/or your community.)  

 

According to the EPA’s own website, wood smoke is a killer responsible 

for premature deaths nation-wide at a rate of 3% of the total deaths 

every year from fine particle pollution. (Harvard School of Public 

Health).  That is close to 73,000 people in the U.S. each year--an 

epidemic!  Wood smoke is extremely hazardous for children, the elderly 

and especially those with asthma.  Asthma is already the number one 

reason for school absenteeism.  It is even implicated in sudden infant 

death syndrome.   

 
Our states are looking for ways to limit fine particulate pollution and 

better air quality.  This should be a “no-brainer.” Wood smoke emits 

over 9,600 % more lead than natural gas, according to the EPA’s own 

data.  It also emits arsenic, mercury, formaldehyde, polyaromatic 

hydrocarbons and dioxins, persistent organic compounds that do not 

break down in the environment or in human lungs, crops, soil and water 

supply.  See http://BurningIssues.org for the facts.  

  

Please do not allow stimulus money to be used for promoting more 

pollution. 

 

(Sign your name and contact info) 

 

_____________________________ 

  
 

http://burningissues.org/
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About the Editors: 
 

 

 

 

Shirley Brandie 

   

Shirley is retired from a medical 

laboratory and currently doing in-depth 

research on the effects of wood smoke on 

health and the environment.  

 

Web site: http://WoodBurnerSmoke.net  

 

Julie Mellum  Minneapolis 

Julie is a Realtor who knows that wood smoke devalues real 

estate as a “material fact” that can affect a potential buyer’s 

use and enjoyment of your property.  She continually 

researches the latest science on wood smoke and is a member 

of the Edina, MN Community Health Committee.     

Web site: Take Back the Air 

 

If you would like to have your wood smoke story published, click here to 

email it. 

 

* We do not accept responsibility for errors in articles submitted for 

publication. It is the responsibility of the author to ensure the facts are, 

to the best of their knowledge, correct. ** 

** Please note that articles submitted for publication may be edited for 

grammar, punctuation and sentence structure. 

Send an email to s.brandie@hotmail.com  to be added to the mailing 

list. 

 

 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
http://www.takebacktheair.com/
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com

