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Welcome!
We hope that this newsletter will give you the information and inspiration
you need. Regain clean air to breathe and eliminate the wood burning that
is affecting your health and your home environment.
Please pass this issue on to others in need of help and suggest that they
send an email to s.brandie@hotmail.com to be added to the mailing list.

Mission Statement
Our mission is to educate all citizens about wood smoke as a
major form of hazardous air pollution that affects our health,
our home, the use of our property, water, crops, livestock,
the environment, and climate change. We urge citizens
everywhere to work with their elected officials to name wood
smoke a public nuisance and create bans/by-laws to finally
end the devastating effects of residential wood smoke.•

**** A doctor’s letter verifying how wood smoke compromises
your health or public health in general would be beneficial in
showing that wood smoke truly is doing damage to you.****
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Wood Smoke SUCCESS STORY!
Learn how this woman’s determination and persistence shut down her
neighbor’s firepit with the help of an Insurance company. They can discover
unseen soot on your walls by mopping it with a special sponge. Read on, and
see if this approach could work for you.

September 10, 2013
My life changed drastically the day my neighbor decided that his right to burn
marshmallows over his fire pit superseded my right to breath smoke-free air.
It happened two years ago in the month of May. My husband was outside doing
yard work, and I was in the house starting my spring cleaning. The windows
were wide open to air out the house after being closed tight for the winter.
Out of the blue, rancid smoke filled the house. My eyes and nose started to
burn, itch and run; I was coughing and wheezing like I was having an asthma
attack. I couldn’t imagine where the smoke was coming from, but I quickly
discovered it was coming from my neighbor’s backyard. He bought a new “toy”
- a fire pit. Our back yards butt up to each other, his house is uphill from
mine, and there is no fencing or shrubbery between the yards. This setting was
perfect for the smoke to billow down from his fire pit and directly into my
house. I will always remember those feelings of helplessness and despair --they still linger inside of me today.
My pleas to stop burning fell on deaf ears not only with my neighbor, but also
township officials, the police and my local state representative. I stumbled
upon the Wood Activist website and did everything they suggested:
 I took pictures with the dates stamped on them
 I kept a detailed journal of the days he burned and for how long
 I documented every conversation I had with my neighbor and officials
 I got copies of doctor reports that documented the physical ailments
and mental distress the smoke caused me and my family
 I called the police every time he burned and got a copy of each police
report (Even though the police said they couldn’t officially stop the
burning, their reports confirmed my complaints.)
 I copied every letter I sent to my neighbor asking for some cooperation
(I even offered to buy him a propane fire pit to use so that he and his
family could continue to “enjoy roasting their marshmallows as a family”
without smoking me out – but he refused my offer!)
 I copied the letter that I had on hold with my lawyer to file for an
injunction – which I was only going to send as a last resort because of the
great expense.
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I told my story to everyone hoping to find a solution. By chance, I spoke with
another neighbor who worked for a smoke and fire restoration company. He
checked my walls with a special sponge and found that I had soot on them. I
couldn’t see it, but it was there! He suggested I contact my insurance
company to report the soot damage. It was his experience that businesses had
to pay for any damage they caused to their neighbors, maybe my fire pit
burning neighbor would be held responsible too.
Before my insurance agent came out, I had my oil company do a complete
check-up on my furnace. They gave me a letter stating that my furnace was in
good working condition and not releasing any soot into my house. They also
added that they did not see any evidence of soot damage from the heater on
my walls.
My insurance agent found small to moderate amounts of soot on my walls when
he came out for the inspection. The walls closest to the source of the burning
had the most soot. I gave him copies of all my pictures and documentation.
He took pictures of my yard, my neighbor’s yard, and his fire pit. I noticed that
my neighbor’s insurance came to inspect too. His agent even asked my other
neighbors if I grilled outside a lot or burned anything!
I was told by my agent that the total cost to clean the soot from my home
would be $6000. My insurance company issued me a check right away for
$5000, less my $1000 deductible. They informed me they would be going after
my neighbor’s insurance company to recoup the money for the damages. My
insurance company also asked if I wanted their lawyer to try and recoup my
$1000 deductible, of course I said yes!
Well, it took two long, stress-filled years, but my insurance company was
finally successful in recovering their $5000 and my $1000 deductible. Luckily
for me, my neighbor stopped burning once the insurance companies got
involved. I would like to say the stress is gone and I feel like my life is back to
normal now, but it’s not. I continue to be anxious that he may start again, or
some other neighbor may start burning. I am thankful for whatever peace I
have now, but pray that my story may help others so that we may all live
smoke free some day soon.
Sheila Stormundo
Bucks County, PA
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Newsworthy Links
Smoke from wood-burning fireplaces and stoves is polluting our air
Excerpt: Estimates are that a single fireplace operating for an hour and
burning 10 pounds of wood will generate 4300 times more polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons, which are known carcinogens, than that caused by smoking 30
cigarettes.

Lessons from woodsmoke health research by Sverre Vedal Md (Dept. of
Environmental and Occupational Health Servise)

Poll: Wood smoke biggest contributor
Excerpt: Surprisingly, wood smoke from domestic heating is the biggest
contributor to the composition of fine air particles in Muswellbrook.

State seeks EPA control over outdoor wood burning furnaces
Excerpt: The attorneys’ general Aug. 1 letter cites a 2008 report that outdoor
wood boilers can emit about 12 times more particulates than EPA-certified
wood-burning stoves, 1,000 times as much as oil furnaces and 1,800 times as
much as gas furnaces.

Physicians group targets fireplaces and fuel burning stoves
Excerpt: Research shows that heating a home from a wood stove puts out the
pollution equivalent of heating 90,000 homes via natural gas furnaces. (Brian
Moench)
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Wood burning pollutes more than cars
Excerpt: Burning one cord of wood produces as much carcinogenic particles as
1,000 cars during a 65 mile commute. If all of us heated our homes with wood,
our air pollution would make Beijing look like the Garden of Eden.

Before building a wood fire think of others
Excerpt: The EPA estimates that a single fireplace operating for an hour and
burning 10 pounds of wood will generate 4,300 times more PAHs than 30
cigarettes. PAHs are carcinogenic.

That nice cozy fire is bad for you
Excerpt: The EPA estimates that the lifetime cancer risk from wood stove
smoke is 12 times greater than that from an equal volume of second-hand
tobacco smoke. The city of Montreal made the right decision by not offering
these stoves as part of their “Feu-Vert” program to help remove old wood
burning stoves from the island of Montreal.
____________________________________________________________________
Serious concerns about burning
Excerpt: In the 16 years I have lived here, this year has been the worst for
smoke in the air. I have had days when neighbours’ fires and smoke essentially
surrounded my property. I have inhaled smoke from fires that have been
smoking for anywhere between 12 and 24 hours, all within half a mile of my
residence.

Ellen Rosenblum: Good smoke/bad smoke
Excerpt: Oregon Attorney General Ellen Rosenblum is going after woodstoves.
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Happy Smoky New Year!
Brought to you by your mayor and council members who
are quite content to listen, for yet another year, to your
complaints that you cannot breathe in your own home
and property.
After all, many of you have voted them in and they owe
you at least the time to listen to you. They don’t have to
do anything so it’s no big deal to just listen.
Last year was not too bad. The complaints were many
but they learned to let them roll off their backs while
giving you an inkling of hope that something might be
done.
It gets easier every year. Simple as can be. Nod their
head in sympathy. Maybe a pat on the shoulder as a sign
that they understand what you are going through. A huge
sigh when they see that you believe what they are telling
you.
They believe that now that they have given you a bit of
their time they now have your vote in the next election.
Easy, isn’t it?
Don’t let them fool you! Tell them straight out that if the
smoke is not ended that you will do all you can to have
them out of office on their fanny next election. Don’t
buy into their phoney methods. Let them know you are
not a fool and that you demand action NOW!
l
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Something, perhaps that many have not thought of, was presented in this
letter that I received by email.

Climate change
Don’t forget about wood smoke
Monday’s Star Tribune editorial, “State will miss goal of cutting
emissions,” (12/2/13), was compelling enough to blast climate change
deniers out of their complacency. Its conclusion that “Minnesota must
make up for lost time on climate issues” was dead on.
Though carbon emissions from power plants reportedly are down,
emissions from “other sources” still present a significant problem, yet
they are virtually ignored. According to the printed MPCA figures,
residential carbon emissions have risen 22%, far more than industrial
and all other categories shown. It may surprise many to learn that
residential wood combustion (RWC) is the culprit. As a major source of
fine soot particulates, it is Minnesota’s largest single contributor to
total black carbon emissions, according to other MPCA charts.
Given what continued climate change will mean to business, public
health and the planet, isn’t it time to swap “recreational pollution”
for cleaner alternatives? We as individuals have the power to slow
climate change by stopping our burning of wood.
Julie Mellum
The writer is the founder of Take Back the Air
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The Crown Royal Furnace smoke continues
This video is a very good representation of what is happening to consumers and
neighborhoods from EPAs failure to regulate and States failure to take action against the
manufacturers.
Dwight O’Hara has put a few videos on youtube and below is but one of them. I’m sure
there are many more unhappy OWB owners out there who bought the hype of the
manufacturers and are now wondering how to stop the smoke that is irritating their
neighbors and themselves.

The OWB is a Crown Royal RS 7400 made by GreenTech of Minnesota. We need
to share these videos with public officials so they can see how the consumer is being
taken for a ride as well as the pollution that whole neighborhoods have to endure.

Click here to view the video online
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This American Bald Eagle appeared over our Minnesota property in October.
The Bald Eagle: National symbol or an example of Government overreach?
The bald eagle is widely recognized as an icon of American freedom. Soaring high, flying
free. For those who feel the Government only exists to regulate our lives, the bald eagle
represents those freedoms some feel they are losing. Of course, if it weren't for Federal
regulation, we may have lost America's symbol of freedom altogether.
DDT, a pesticide popularly used to successfully eradicate malaria carrying mosquitos, caused
birth defects that brought the number of nesting pairs of bald eagles in the 48 States down
to under 500 by the early 1960's. In the 1970's the Federal Bald Eagle Protection Act
included banning of DDT, resulting in the initial stage of recovery for the bald eagle. Of
course, chemical manufacturers strongly protested, claiming they had the right to sell a
legal product. They saw it as simply another case of Government overreach stifling the
marketplace and limiting freedoms. Yet the Government persisted, and today the American
Bald Eagle is thriving.
In a similar way, we sit today on our property in close proximity to an outdoor wood boiler
(OWB) a "legal" water heating device which emits disproportionately large volumes of ash
and smoke containing cancer causing toxins and lung irritants including carbon monoxide,
benzene, furans, nitrogen oxides and napthalenes. Against our consent, these chemicals are
aerosolized and distributed onto our property, where we have no choice but to inhale them
on a reoccurring basis. OWB's have already been banned or severely restricted in several
States because they are a known health hazard to humans. (EPA)
Of course, like the DDT manufacturers, the OWB manufacturer wants you to only see the
good side of their product, and ignore the bad. To do otherwise only limits their freedom to
profit in a free marketplace.
Government regulation helped to protect the health and safety of the symbol of American
freedom. If we are willing to protect a bird, shouldn't Government be willing to defend the
health and safety of the people the symbol represents too?
Sincerely,
M&M
Minnesota
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Bylaws & Bans
The current list of bylaws & bans can be found on my web site:
http://WoodBurnerSmoke.net Please send me a link to any that

you find to be added to the list.
To see some photos that victims of wood smoke have sent click here
Click here for links to more information

This photo shows what we lived with in Amherstburg and was told
by the Chief Building Inspector that the chimney met code. As you
can see, it is about a foot high and nowhere near the peak of the roof.
The smoke barreled directly at and into our house. Shirley
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Flip the Switch
By: Vic Steblin September 20, 2013
Prince George, BC, Canada
When sewer lines come through a crowded community, all the
houses must hook up and pay the utility bill. Homeowners may
complain but they are not allowed to build outhouses or sewage
lagoons where sewer is available.
When natural gas comes through a crowded community, most
houses except the wood burners flip the switch. Wood burners
complain that the costs are too high and then are free to pollute
the air with smoke. The Environmental Protection Agency (US
EPA) claims that wood smoke is about 12 times more
carcinogenic than cigarette smoke in equal amounts. Check out
http://www.familiesforcleanair.org/

This double standard exists because wood burners are
inconsiderate, officials turn a blind eye, and not enough residents
complain. Wood smoke causes health problems, even cancer, yet
few do anything about it. Wood burners will bring up all sorts of
lame excuses to keep up a filthy practice that should be long gone
in crowded areas where cleaner sources are available. Flip the
switch and throw your wood pile back into the bush to rot into soil.
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BOZO of the Month

(In my opinion)
Backyard Burners
How many of you are held back from things you would like to do because your
neighbors are burning in their back yards? Too many of you, I am sure!
You would be wise to speak with the neighbors first before checking the local
bylaws regarding open air burning. Many places have bylaws written that
address this particular nuisance and you might be able to easily have it
stopped.
Be prepared for ‘sneak burning’, though, as people who burn outdoors are
somewhat addicted to it and will try to burn when they think they won’t be
caught at it. Times like after hours when the bylaw inspector is not at work and
the office is closed.
In this case you can always call the fire department as they are available 24
hours a day. They will be aware of any bylaw that is in effect and respond to
your call.
Many of these burners will pretend they are cooking but, if they are, there are
rules set out for that activity and they will have to be right there monitoring
their ‘cooking ‘at all times.
The more I know about burners the more I am disgusted at the lengths they
will go to! Don’t let them get away with spoiling your outdoor time or filling
your home with their smoke. Turn them in.

Shirley
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Editorial
Your arrogance & bullying tactics are showing…
Keep on burning and throwing whatever is handy into your fire and show the
world how little you care about those around you that you are literally forcing to
breathe in the smoke.
Do you think you are so special that you have the right to damage others and
control when they can go outside or even breathe clean air in their own homes?
Well, surprise! You are not that special. There are thousands and thousands of
others doing just what you are doing. You are but one of many who think they are
getting away with smoking out their neighbors.
You peek outside to see if anyone is watching you as you carry in your wood,
pallets, painted wood, treated wood, etc. and, underneath, you feel like a kid who
is getting away with something forbidden.
You are the adult version of a punk kid. Somehow, like Peter Pan, you will never
grow up or take responsibility for your actions.
But, down the road you will feel the effects of your actions. It might be a neighbor
suing you, a fine from your local municipality or finding out that you, yourself,
have developed cancer. But, you will pay for what you have been doing to others.
So, go ahead, throw another log onto the fire and sit back in all your selfappointed glory enjoying the knowledge that you are, so far, able to confine your
neighbors to a life of hell.
The more you burn the better. Because people like you are the ones that will help
the rest of us get bylaws and bans in place even quicker.
I’m sure you will fight tooth and nail for your “right to burn” as so many others
have done. But, you will lose. Karma awaits you!

Shirley
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Legal Help
**Note to any legal firm that can provide help with residential wood
smoke issues and wishes to add their name to this page.**
Please email Shirley with your state/province, name of firm, who to
contact (email address & telephone)

NOTICE of FLORIDA and KENTUCKY ATTORNEY WILLING TO CONSIDER
WOOD SMOKE CASES, perhaps on a contingency.
Attorney Sherri Myers is a Florida attorney who is also licensed to practice in
Kentucky and in 2 federal courts. She specializes in the rights of persons with
disabilities, many of whom may be protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA, the civil rights law that is intended to ensure that citizens with disabilities such as
asthma, for example, have “access” to public spaces such as city parks, streets and
sidewalks. A federal court in northern Iowa ordered the town of Mallard, Iowa, to
disallow wood and leaf burning, because the smoke presented a physical barrier to a
small child with severe asthma, making her unable to use city streets and sidewalks.
Sherri is interested in legal issues that impact persons with multiple chemical sensitivity
and other environmental illnesses. She also serves on the Pensacola City Council and in
that role is working to influence governmental policies on environmental issues. She is
the Advocacy Coordinator for the Center for Independent Living Disability Resource
Center. Sherri lives in Pensacola, which is located in the panhandle of Florida. Contact
her at sfmada@aol.com. Phone: (850) 484-0902
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Legal Help
Outdoor Wood Boilers have the potential to create nuisances or harm human health by
releasing unsafe levels of Particulate Pollution and other cancer causing air contaminants.
Scientific studies and lab testing have shown that some Outdoor Wood Boilers exceed
EPA safe air thresholds at levels that can cause both short and long term health problems,
even death.
The American Lung Association states that anyone can be affected by particle pollution
but several groups are most at risk:
 Children under 18
 Adults 65 and older
 Anyone with chronic lung disease, such as asthma, chronic bronchitis, or emphysema
 Anyone with a cardiovascular disease, such as high blood pressure, coronary artery disease,
or congestive heart failure and diabetes.
Joe Ritch an attorney in Corpus Christi Texas who specializes in nuisance and product
liability believes everyone should be able to live in their home and enjoy their property
without fear of harm.
If you or someone you love is being adversely affected by the contaminants emitted from
an Outdoor Wood Boiler you may be eligible for representation with no out of pocket
expenses. To have your case evaluated please call 361-885-7500 and ask for Joseph
Ritch.
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Wood smoke: Know the Facts
Wood Smoke…
1. Violates the property rights of others to use and enjoy their property
smoke-free.
2. Contains many of the same toxins that are in tobacco smoke. These
include lead, mercury, arsenic, benzene, polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons (PAHs), carbon monoxide and dioxin(s), “some of the most
insidious chemicals known to man.” (Harvard School of Public Health).
They also accumulate in the environment.
3. Is implicated in asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature death in
people of all ages, including sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS).
4. Violates the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Guidelines by presenting
a “barrier” to those with disabilities such as asthma, preventing them
from accessing public spaces. Parks, bike paths, playgrounds, sidewalks,
outdoor sports and public gatherings are often inaccessible and unhealthy,
due to wood smoke.
5. Stresses everyone’s immune system. Children, the elderly, and those
with asthma, lung or heart issues, diabetes or other disabilities are among
the most vulnerable.
6. Is a major source of black carbon soot fine particulates, which are bundled
with cancer-causing and hormone-disrupting chemicals.
7. Is implicated in reproductive birth defects and childhood diseases
including asthma, pneumonia, cancer, autism, Asperger's Syndrome,
allergies and other disorders.
8. Interferes with the seeding of rain and moisture in clouds, and also
accelerates the melting of glaciers (www.burningissues.org/carwww/science/Climate/index.html) and
www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/apr/20/black-carbon-emissions).
9. Burning wood is an increasingly serious fire hazard. Please don’t burn
wood!
For more information, contact info@takebacktheair.com
Website: www.takebacktheair.com
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JOIN OUR NEW NETWORK!
Our cause has gained great momentum, with more people joining the
anti-wood smoke efforts weekly. Our focus now is to help everyone
connect with others near us nation-wide in the US and Canada.
We must unite in pressuring our municipalities and governments
toward wood smoke regulations as soon as possible.
Therefore, I am looking for Volunteer Wood Smoke Coordinators in
EVERY STATE & PROVINCE to field and manage wood smoke
complaints and issues in their own state or province.
The goal is to share information nation-wide and to focus on wood
smoke regulation.
I think it’s safe to say that anyone reading this newsletter probably has
issues with wood smoke.
If you are willing to give your name and email address so we can form a
visible network please email Shirley or Julie.
Perhaps you would be willing to help with letter writing, flyer passing,
etc. No money is required, just a willingness to be someone others can
contact for support or more involvement.

Network Representative List
To find a list of representatives in your area or to volunteer for your
State or Province please refer to the “LINKS” page on my web site.

All burning results in very fine micro particulates and there is no safe level of this
asbestos sized, dangerous air pollutant. Solid fuels, such as pellets and especially
wood, produce more smoke and emit more fine particulate air pollutants than
cleaner fuels such as gas and electricity.
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Canadian Action Activities
Wood smoke is a major problem in all of America and Canada.
National efforts are gaining momentum. Regardless of where we live,
our actions should focus on getting our national governments to
regulate wood smoke. To make an impact, if each reader calls or emails
each of these contacts, we can move mountains.
Go for it now!
Health Canada assesses scientific evidence about the health effects of wood smoke
and makes this information available to Canadians. Health Canada is also working
with other government departments to determine the best ways to minimize risks
associated with wood smoke.
In addition, Health Canada is a contributor to the Burn it Smart! Campaign
sponsored by Natural Resources Canada.

Environment Canada: www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair
Health Canada: air@hc-sc.gc.ca
Air Health Effects Division, Safe Environments Program, Health Canada
400 Cooper Street Ottawa, ON K1A 0K9 Telephone: (613) 957-1876
Natural Resources Canada Burn it Smart! Sir William Logan Building,
11th Floor, 580 Booth Street, Ottawa, ON K1A 0E4
Write or email to your local council & MPs to request that they create or amend a
bylaw to cover nuisance smoke. Preferably, a ban on all wood burning in residential
areas.
____________________________________________________________
The Ontario Ministry of the Environment has released the latest news on Smog
http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/air/smog/index.php
____________________________________________________________
Click here for the Canadian Bill of Rights You can apply for a review here.
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U.S. Action Activities
URGENT—Immediate Action ALWAYS Needed
A new EPA-certified wood stove promotion gives a 30% tax credit and a
huge discount to the public. It is being funded by stimulus money from
the US government. This flies in the face of the known hazards of wood
smoke that the EPA acknowledges on their website. If we don’t stop our
states’ stimulus money from funding this major promotion, it will be
next to impossible to regulate or ban wood burning in any form.
If you have never protested wood smoke or called your public officials
before, this is the time to do it!
 Contact your US Senators and Representatives, as well as your state
Senators and Representatives and City Council members. Ask them
to see that the stimulus money does not go towards this promotion.
It is crucial to let your elected officials know that you don’t want the
stimulus money used for this promotion in your community—but
only to apply to gas or electric technology. (California has a changeout program that only allows swap-outs to gas or electric.)
 Let them know that wood smoke is a major health hazard and is a
major contributor to global warming.
 Send an email to others and ask them for their help too. (See
suggested email below).
 Be sure to call your US legislators and State legislators and City
Council Members, to alert them to the problem and asking for their
help too in keeping new EPA certified wood burning equipment out
of your community, even if a state-wide promotion allows them.
 If we don’t stop this unthinkable promotion, there is little hope for a
healthy legacy for our children and grandchildren.
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Action #1- Suggested message for calling and emailing U.S. legislators
and state legislators. Please also relay on to others and urge them to
contact others.
_________________________
Date:
Dear (elected official):
Please use your influence to disallow stimulus money to be used for EPA
wood stove promotion in (your state and/or your community.)
According to the EPA’s own website, wood smoke is a killer responsible
for premature deaths nation-wide at a rate of 3% of the total deaths
every year from fine particle pollution. (Harvard School of Public
Health). That is close to 73,000 people in the U.S. each year--an
epidemic! Wood smoke is extremely hazardous for children, the elderly
and especially those with asthma. Asthma is already the number one
reason for school absenteeism. It is even implicated in sudden infant
death syndrome.
Our states are looking for ways to limit fine particulate pollution and
better air quality. This should be a “no-brainer.” Wood smoke emits
over 9,600 % more lead than natural gas, according to the EPA’s own
data. It also emits arsenic, mercury, formaldehyde, polyaromatic
hydrocarbons and dioxins, persistent organic compounds that do not
break down in the environment or in human lungs, crops, soil and water
supply. See http://BurningIssues.org for the facts.
Please do not allow stimulus money to be used for promoting more
pollution.
(Sign your name and contact info)

_____________________________
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About the Editors:
Shirley Brandie - Editor
She is retired from a medical laboratory
and currently doing in-depth research on
the effects of wood smoke on health and
the environment.
Web site: http://WoodBurnerSmoke.net

Julie Mellum (Co-Editor) Minneapolis
Julie is a Realtor who knows that wood smoke devalues real
estate as a “material fact” that can affect a potential buyer’s
use and enjoyment of your property. She continually
researches the latest science on wood smoke and is a member
of the Edina, MN Community Health Committee.
Web site: Take Back the Air

If you would like to have your wood smoke story published, click here to
email it.
* I do not accept responsibility for errors in articles submitted for
publication. It is the responsibility of the author to ensure the facts are,
to the best of their knowledge, correct. **
** Please note that articles submitted for publication may be edited for
grammar, punctuation and sentence structure.
Please send an email to s.brandie@hotmail.com to be added to the
mailing list.

